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The Abbey School News 

WELCOME 

Welcome to The Abbey School Newsletter 2021-

2022. This publication highlights the achievements 

and work of the students and staff in our school 

over the academic year. It shows their 

enthusiasm, commitment, and efforts to all 

activities inside or outside the school, sporting, 

academic and many others. I would like to thank 

both students and staff for their articles, 

photographs and support which simply made this 

publication happen. A special mention to Mr. 

Conor Hayes and Sports Reporter, Mr. Sean 

Mullins for their significant contributions. I wish all 

our readers a happy and safe summer. 

Ms. N. McCarthy – Editor  

PARENTS COUNCIL 

The Parents Council would like to wish The Abbey 

staff, students and their families an enjoyable and 

safe summer ahead. On behalf of the parents, we 

would like to thank Cathriona Hayes for her years 

and dedicated service as Chairperson of the 

Parents Council and welcome our new committee 

members, Geraldine English and Josephine 

Hourigan. As always, all parents are very welcome 

to attend our meetings and text messages will 

issue to advise when meetings are being held. We 

would also like to thank everyone who supported 

our Bumper Christmas Draw, your support is very 

much appreciated, 

- Chairperson: Mary Rose Kinane  

- Secretary: Geraldine English 

- Treasurer: Christine Marnane  

-  

NEW STAFF 

At the beginning of the school year, we welcomed 

Mr. Stephen Cullen, Mr. John Mullins, Mr. Mike 

Heffernan and Ms. Helen Burke who stepped in 

for various positions this year. These teachers 

have been amazing throughout the year getting 

immersed in The Abbey School life! We thank 

them sincerely for their time and efforts throughout 

the year and wish them the best of luck. 

 

 

 

RETIREMENTS 

In June, a member of staff and a key member of 

the Science Department said goodbye to us all 

here at The Abbey. John O’Dwyer was a Science, 

Chemistry and I.T. teacher here since he joined 

the staff in 1990. Before joining us, he worked on 

the Oil Rigs and many students enjoyed his stories 

from that time in his life! He used all his experience 

to deliver highly effective lessons to our students. 

While John was a whizz in the classroom, he was 

also a very talented sports person, especially in 

soccer – he actually had trials for Aston Villa! He 

coached many teams at The Abbey and was 

largely successful. John also looked after anything 

IT related within the school and maintained all the 

systems. He will be dearly missed by staff and 

students, we wish you a very happy retirement 

John! 

 

Last December, we said another goodbye to a 

dear colleague who greeted everyone with a warm 

smile at the front office every morning, our 

secretary Bernie O’Dwyer. Bernie has been a 

member of staff at the Abbey since 1999. During 

her years here she also had the opportunity to 

watch her very own son Michael grow up here! 

Bernie, we wish you a very happy retirement and 

may you enjoy many walks with your doggies! 
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Christmas at The Abbey School 
 

Christmas is a special time of the year and here at The Abbey. Our coridoors are filled with beautiful 

Artwork and Woodwork while Christmas Carols can be heard through ringing through the halls. 

In an effort to spread the Christmas Cheer this year, each of our class groups participated in the 

‘Christmas Door Competition’. Students took the responsibility with the help of their teachers to decorate 

their classroom door in the most creative way possible! It was hard to judge as the boys made such brilliant 

efforts! The winners are listed below; 

1st Place: 2A1 

2nd Place: 1A1 

3rd Place: 2A2 

4th Place: 1A2 
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Our Music Department was also very busy preparing for our Annual Christmas Service. The rehearsals 

filled our school with wonderful song and helped raise our spirits – we were very glad of it! Some songs 

included, ‘Walking in The Air’, ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’ and ‘The Wexford Carol’. Thank you so 

much to our wonderful and talented musicians as well as their inspiring teacher, Ms. O Gorman. 

The Annual Christmas Service itself took place on the 17th of  

December at St. Michaels Church. Due to the current guidelines,  

the majority of our student body remained in school and watched  

the service live from their classrooms! The minority however,  

were involved in the mass as musicians or as readers on the day.  

The service was wonderful and helped us reflect on the year we  

had as we joined Fr. Beaty and the school community in prayer .  

A huge thank you to Fr. Beaty and Mr. Carew for organizing 

a beautiful service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Student Council and Leadership Team along with our TY Students organized our Annual Christmas 

Jumper and Hat Day in aid of Laura Lynn Childrens’ Hospice. Yet again, the fundraiser was a great 

success and the team raised €648.65. Thank you so much to the students and staff for supporting this 

cause.  



The Student Council and Leadership Team is a representative 

structure for all students in our school. It has a very important role 

in augmenting the voice of the whole student body through the 

representative class leaders. Each class group has at least one 

student representative elected along with the election of senior 

officers. 

Chairperson: Shane Maher 

Secretary: Jack Moylan 

PRO: Gavin Cussen and Evan Kennedy 

 

Mr. Conor Hayes and Ms. Niamh McCarthy are the link teachers 

for 2021-2022. 

 



  

Brian Marnane and 
Darragh Barlow, 6th Year 
were elected to the 
positions of The Abbey 
School Captain and Vice-
Captain for 2021-2022.  

This is a new 
development for our 
school aimed to further 
promote student voice and 
empower students who 
have demonstrated great 
leadership potential 
throughout their years at 
our school. 

The Abbey School Captains 2021-2022 
A selection process which 
involved nominations from 
students, staff and an 
interview took place to 
determine suitability of our 
Captains.  

Brian and Darragh have 
both been very committed 
to all aspects of school 
life. 

They have been great role 
models for all students in 
the school and we wish 
them the very best of luck 

as they sit their Leaving 
Certificate Exams in June, 
and of course in whatever 
the future holds.  

We look forward to 
working with our new 
Captain and Vice-Captain 
who will be nominated in 
early September 2022. 

On the 20th of October this 
year, The Abbey School 
resumed to the ‘new 
normal’ Open Night 
Service. 

If you can remember last 
year, we held our first ever 
live ‘Open Morning’ to our 
prospective students and 
parents via zoom and 
many of our current First 
Years were on the other 
side of the laptop! 

Open Night 2021 

 However, here at The 
Abbey School we choose 
to welcome 5th and 6th 
Year pupils from many 
local primary schools to 
see what our school is all 
about by breaking the 
night into 3 blocks.  

Our students and staff 
together worked hard to 
portray our school in a 
safest manner possible 
under the current 
guidelines.  

Our current Second Year 
Students acted as guides 
on the night and so 
Primary Pupils had the 
opportunity to try out new 
subjects such as Science, 
Woodwork, DCG, 
Technology, Music and 
Art for example.  

A huge thank you to all 
involved in such a 
successful evening. 

 

Our school Captain Brian 

Marnane and Vice 

Captain Darragh Barlow 

along with members of the 

Student Leadership Team, 

Peter Comerford, Cillian 

Crowe, Joe O’ Callaghan 

and Darragh Quirke were 

delighted to meet 

Australian Ambassador to 

Ireland, Gary Gray at 

Tipperary Remembrance 

Arch in the grounds of St. 

Australian Ambassador visits Tipperary 

Vincent's Hospital on 

November 15th. The 

Remembrance Arch is the 

last remaining section of 

the Tipperary Military 

Barracks. The arch is 

dedicated to the memory 

of all those who died in 

the Great Wars and to 

those whose remains 

were never recovered. 

The Ambassador was 

invited to lay a wreath at 

the Arch and we were 

delighted to be present 

and represent the school, 

furthering developing our 

links with Australia this 

year, having recently 

engaged in the Edmund 

Rice Global Classroom 

Programme with Aquinas 

College, Western 

Australia. 
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Ben Cosgrave working with 

Primary School Pupils during 

Open Night 2021 
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- Darragh Collins 
Brother Horgan Recipient 2020-2021 

  

 

For myself, the Brother Horgan Scholarship came at just the right time. From the start of fifth year I had decided 
that I could perform a lot better than I did in my Junior Cert exams.I stayed determined, I study hard and in the end, 
I decided that P.E and English teaching in U.L was the course for me. What I liked about this course was the fact it 
offered me opportunities for postgraduate work in the fields of sports performance while also opening doors in 
terms of teaching English or P.E at home or abroad. No one could have predicted that even the best plans would 
be thrown into question with the spread of the pandemic. With schools closed since the 12th of March 2020, the 
sixth-year class of 2020 was left in limbo. Would there be a leaving cert? How could we prepare for our exams? Is 
remote learning really viable? Without doubt it was a troublesome time for many. Uncertainty amongst students, 
teachers and employers left a dark shadow over Ireland, and indeed the wider world. It was at this time that The 
Brother Horgan Scholarship offered me some resemblance of hope. Despite the troubles of the burgeoning 
pandemic, The Abbey School stood strong. They offered me something invaluable, something priceless: hope for 
my future. 

The scholarship is open to applications from anyone with the passion, desire, and determination to better 
themselves in college. The beauty with the Brother Horgan Scholarship is that anyone can win. If an applicant can 
demonstrate their honest drive for success in the application and interview, success is a very real probability. As a 
recipient myself, the benefits stretched far beyond what I was expecting. Aside from the €2,500 cheque you receive 
annually, the scholarship offers something far more valuable in the form of an experienced mentor who will guide 
you through your journey to college. My mentor has assisted me with everything: redesigning my CV, looking for a 
summer job and even aiding me in securing accommodation for the academic year. The benefits of the mentor are 
endless and truly make the scholarship a unique opportunity. I know that going forward with my college course, 
they will be by my side as a mentor but also as a friend. It is also worth noting that mentors are matched with 
students based off of their own unique personality and interests, ensuring that the recipient can communicate with 
someone they can relate with on both a human and professional level. 

My first year in UL was admittedly a strange experience, but my mentor was always there to remind me that 
everyone was in the same boat. The remote learning was as difficult for students as it was for lecturers, however 
there were some memorable moments. Learning how to play hockey through Zoom was a highlight, despite the 
fact my dog attempted to interrupt one too many times! Coming into second year, after a year of constant support 
from the people around me, I was ready to take on campus life and truly experience the joys of college. When I 
eventually qualify, I see myself taking a few years to hone my craft as a teacher in Ireland. In the not-too-distant 
future I also envisage myself completing postgraduate degrees in sports performance or potentially school 
leadership, with the view of becoming a principal down the line. As I said, the beauty with my course is the vast 
array of future opportunities I can explore. 

To conclude, the Brother Horgan Scholarship is a unique opportunity that the Abbey has to offer. The support and 
guidance offered by your expert mentor is just as valuable as the money in my eyes. I have no doubts that being 
awarded the scholarship has helped to give me the confidence to take massive strides forward in life. My only 
advice for future students is to apply with confidence, you have the power to showcase why you deserve it! 

 

 

The Brother Horgan Scholarship: A Saving Grace 
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Tipperary Town Library creates new Sensory Space and Autism 
Relaxation Hub with the help of  The Abbey School 

 
On Thursday, May 19, partners that engaged in the provision of a sensory space and autism relaxation hub in Tipperary 
Town Library got the opportunity to formally launch the space. The project was led by Anne Bradshaw, Disability Services 
HSE Gold Star Tipperary, and supported by Tipperary Library Services, Damien Dullaghan, County Librarian, and 
Catherine Fogarty, Manager Tipperary Town Library, and Fiona Crotty, Community and Social inclusion Tipperary 
County Council. 
 
This project was a culmination of a project involving the Abbey School and in particular Jolene Carey TY teacher and 
Conor Hayes and the students on the Live Without Limits YSI Group who worked to raise autism awareness and 
supported this development.   
 
The project was also supported by the Tipperary Autism Parents Support Group and parents who volunteered with the 
project to raise autism awareness and to help inform design of the sensory space. 
 
Cllr Marie Murphy, Cathaoirleach Tipperary County Council, formally opened the space and complimented all of those 
who supported the initiative, people with autism, agencies and volunteers who worked together to deliver this project. 
 
This relaxation space is used every day and this realises a shared inclusive space, providing time to relax and this is 
very important within our public buildings. 

 
  



  

 Page 9   The Abbey School  

Congratulations to 5th Year 
students, Adam Lohan, 
Darragh O’ Brien, Ben 
Ryan and Sean Kingston in 
collaboration with students 
from St. Anne’s Secondary 
School and St. Ailbe’s 
Secondary School for their 
success at The National 
Garda Youth Awards which 
took place in Portloaise on 
November 13th. Their 
efforts with the “Inside Out” 
project in TY 2020-2021 
were recognised at a 
national level. A unique 
community-based initiative 

National Garda Youth Awards 
facilitated and led by Anne 
Bradshaw (HSE) and 
Inspector Des Bell (An 
Garda Síochána) which 
encouraged the students to 
focus and reflect on the 
impact of crime for people 
with disabilities in the 
Tipperary area. They also 
explored what led the 
perpetrators to engage in 
criminal activity. Sincere 
thanks to Anne, Des, their 
colleagues from the HSE 
and An Garda Síochána 
and students and staff 
finvolved. Kellie Harrington 

and Marty Morrissey were 
inspirational keynote 
speakers on the day of the 
awards who really 
engaged with the students. 
Some very worthy students 
and young people were 
awarded in various 
categories, and it was 
hugely inspirational for our 
students to see other 
major successes beyond 
their own which also has 
encouraged them for future 
projects. The event was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Mr. O Dwyer has been 
working with five 6th Year 
Students over the last two 
years as they have been 
fortunate enough to 
represent the school in a 
one of a kind competition. 
The team have been 
selected as one of five 
finalists in the ‘Certified 
Irish Angus Schools 
Competition’,  from over 
120 entries and have been 
awarded five Angus calves 
which they have taken to 

Abbey Angus Update 
slaughter in recent weeks. 
This unique competition 
gave the group and the 
wider school community an 
insight into Irish Agriculture 
and the Irish Angus breed. 
The members have learned 
an abundance of new skills 
that will benefit them in the 
future, communication 
skills, presentation skills 
and computer skills to name 
a few. The beauty about 
this competition is that you 
do not have to emerge as 

finalists to reap the rewards. It 
is a highly recommended 
project to get involved in and 
if you are lucky enough to be 
finalists there is a substantial 
financial gain for the 
participating students. The 
team are now preparing for 
their final interview over the 
Christmas break, after 
submitting their final report, 
which will decide the overall 
winner of the competition. 

-Darragh Barlow, 6th Year 

As part of Cultural 
Awareness Week which was 
running in ERST schools 
across the country in 
November, our 2nd, TY and 
5th Year students from 
Spain, France, Denmark 
and Germany gave 
presentations on their 
experience of school, sport, 
food and tourism in their 
respective countries and 

Intercultural Awareness Week 2021 
how it differs from life here 
in The Abbey and 
Tipperary. The students 
from our neighboring 
European countries are 
part of our school 
community here in 
Tipperary for a few of 
months. The project was 
hugely beneficial to the 
students creating the 
presentations and sharing 

their stories but even more 
important for the local 
students and staff to become 
aware of where these 
students come from. Local 
knowledge and expertise 
around tourism and places to 
visit was well received by all 
who are looking forward to 
travelling to some of our 
European cities and resorts 
in the near future. 
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Abbey Art 
 

 
  
  

The Abbey Art Department in the Abbey School has recently been hosting Ceramic 
Workshops with Transition Year Pupils. Wedging, Slab-Rolling, Applying Texture 
and Glazing are some of the skills learned while exploring this new medium. Pupils 
decided to get into the festive spirit in the lead up to Christmas by creating Ceramic 
Christmas Tree Decorations to be displayed on the school tree. The art room has 
been making great use of its new school Kiln which was funded via our participation 
in The Arts Council Creative Schools Programme over the past two years. In March 
2021 we welcomed artist Thomas Wollen who demonstrated the Raku Firing 
Technique and discussed the professional nature of art with pupils. As a continuation 
of this we look forward to welcoming Clonmel based ceramic artist Tanya Creed as 
our artist in residence in March 2022 who will work with pupils to teach slab-building 
techniques. Also this term, Transition Year Art pupils have been working in 
collaboration with the Woodwork Department to create a number of wooden 
Christmas decorations for display in our school corridors. The aim is to re-purpose 
old wooden pallets and discarded pieces of wood to create re-usable displays for the 
next number of years in our school. Art students have been busy painting these 
designs to brighten the school corridors. Thanks to Art Teacher, Ms, Jolene Carey 
and Materials Technology Wood Teachers, Mr. Jim Ryan and Mr, Eoin Halligan for 
all of their efforts in leading various festive projects with the student groups. 

EBEBB Global Schools Programme 
We are very fortunate to be 
part of a pilot of 40 Edmund 
Rice Schools worldwide 
collaborating on the Global 
Schools Programme 
through the Edmund Rice 
Education Beyond Borders 
(EREBB) network. The 
Global Classroom Partners 
Program links young people 
from around the world to 
learn from, with and about 
each other, while exploring 
some of the world’s most 
important issues. 12 of our 
TY students together with 
Mr. Hayes undertook two 
lessons surrounding the 
EREBB mission and 
Sustainable Development 
Goals, and subsequently 
had two video conferences 
with our global classroom 
partner, Aquinas College, 
Perth, Western Australia. 
These connections are 
facilitated to ensure 
valuable and deep dialogue 
can occur. Global 
Classroom Partners is an 
initiative of EREBB. The 

first online meeting 
involved both schools, 
students and teachers 
learning a little about one 
another, their place and 
their school. Planning for 
meeting two also took 
place and the topic for 
discussion for the dialogue 
was decided to be on 
“Sport Moves the World” 
as it is an area and part of 
life that is important to both 
schools. Sharing different 
experiences about how 
sport locally and globally 
brings people and 
communities together and 
helps to build a better 
world for all. This meeting 
took place on November 
24th and while it is the last 
official meeting, we have 
plans to further engage 
with Aquinas College in 
February 2022, when they 
return from their summer 
holiday break. Currently, 
the team are putting 
together a video piece 

to share with all in 
Australia, a flavour of 
what life is like in The 
Abbey and Tipperary 
and extend this valuable 
learning piece beyond 
the environs of the zoom 
meetings. All in all, it has 
been a very worthwhile 
project, even if it meant 
early mornings and 
7.30am meetings 
considering the time 
difference between both 
places. Dialogue will 
continue over the 
coming months. Student 
feedback has been very 
positive on the process 
to date: 

“I thought the global 
schools programme was 
a positive experience 
because it let us see 
other people’s culture, 
but it also showed us 
that sport can unite 
people”  

- Peter Comerford, TY 
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‘School Uniforms are Necessary’ 
 

This was the hotly debated topic between some 2nd year students in May 2021. The boys were divided 

into two teams and over the course of a few weeks, they thrashed out their ideas and discussed among 

themselves the merits of wearing a uniform to school.  

They wondered about schools in other countries and then investigated that online. That result fell evenly 

between them and so that couldn’t be the killer blow for either team…. The preparation for this debate 

was hampered quite a bit by Covid and lockdowns, but when we returned after Easter, the consensus 

was that each of the boys had to buy either new jumper, trousers, or shoes to return to school for the 8 

weeks. The two teams tried to use this fact to their own advantage but again the arguments had little 

between them. The boys worked hard on their ideas and facts. They prepared themselves into a Team 

with a first speaker, second and so on until all 4 members had equal contributions to make, with the 

captains Thomas & Joshua bringing it all together for each team at the end. On Friday May 15th before a 

distinguished, invited audience of Mr Kiely, Mr. Donovan, Ms. O’Donnell, & Ms. J O’Heney the boys took 

to their feet to fight their case. 

The result? With both Teams so close, such good and convincing arguments on both sides, the viewer, 

dear reader was left with no option but to declare it a draw….. 

Team A: Sean Doherty, Michael Esmonde, Joshua Flynn, Regan McCarthy 

Team B: Thomas O’Donnell, Ben Dudley, Serghei Ciobica, Dwayne Heffernan 

A huge thank you to all involved along with a special mention to Ms. O’Dwyer! 

 

 

A message from France 
 

Antoine Jacheet is one of our current 2nd  Year Students from Paris, France who gives his perspective 

below on his experience in Ireland and The Abbey School to date in his native language. Antoine has 

settled in greatly to school life here getting involved many activities such as music and hurling to name a 

few! We wish him all the best in the year to come. 

Je m’appelle Antoine Jacheet et aujourd’hui je vais vous raconter mon expérience en Irlande. En effet 

depuis plus de 3 mois, j’ai intégré de l’abbey school et je m’y plaît énormément. Dès le début à la rentrée 

tout le monde m’a accueilli chaleureusement. Il est vrai que si en début d’année mon anglais n’était pas 

parfait, avec le temps il s’est amélioré. Au début les cours étaient assez compliqué mais grâce à l’aide de 

mes professeurs et de mes camarades j’ai réussi à obtenir de bonnes notes. L’abbey school est une école 

où j’ai pu m’épanouir grâce aux options et au choix des sports ; en effet pour mon plus grand plaisir 

l´abbey est une école très sportive. En conclusion je me plais beaucoup en Irlande et dans cette école. 
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College Awareness Week 
 The 26th of November marked College Awareness Week 2021. It is a 

national campaign aimed to promote the benefits of going to college and 

to help all students of any age to become college ready. We ensure to 

involve students of any year here at The Abbey to get involved in this 

week. We had visits from many colleges this year such as TUS, University 

of Limerick and University College Cork. Thank you to all our students for 

getting involved and to staff for facilitating an important week.  

Galtee Mor Hike 
On September 2nd our TY’S took part in our annual hike in the Galtee 

Mountains. The day began when the boys were given a talk from our 

expert guide, Michael Moroney, who had assembled a team of guides to 

assist us on our journey. From here we hit the road as the hike began at 

Clydagh Bridge. Along the way our guide gave the boys an excellent 

insight into features of the mountain. Our aim was to reach Lough Curra 

which would bring the boys to the highest lake in the Galtees. 

From Glencush car park, the route took us on a forest walk, passing many 

old ruins and open moorland before reaching the mountain path to the 

lake. 

As we progressed, the ground underfoot was in good condition and the 

weather warm and dry. As we reached our destination of Lough Curra we 

took the beautiful views of the valley below. Here we ate lunch and took a 

well-deserved rest while some students took the opportunity to have a 

swim. On our return to the bottom we went home via Dromleigh and on 

this part of the hike we stopped off to look at landmarks such as Dan 

Breens Cave, Saunders Lodge and the ‘Old Ice Road’. The rest of the 

route back to the bus was enjoyable with our two ty classes coming 

together and having plenty of chat and craic along the way. 

Well done to all students who took part. 

 
Stand Up Awareness Week 

 
The BeLonG Stand Up Awareness Week took place on the 15th of 

November 2021. It is an important week for second level students to 

take the opportunity to take steps to make spaces safe and supportive 

for LGBTI+ young people and make a stand against homophobic, 

biphobic and transphobic bullying. During this week, our SPHE and 

Wellbeing classes focused on Stand Up Awareness and created 

wonderful posters and displays to decorate our hallways and ensure that 

our school community feel included and supported.  

Thank you to all students and staff who facilitated this week.  
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Irish Debating Team  
 On the Monday the 16th of November our Senior Irish Debating team 

travelled to Na Piarsaigh, Limerick with their Irish teacher, Mr. Hanley. 

Transition Year Students Sean Lewis, Cillian Crowe and Bill Quirke 

entered the ‘Gael Linn’ Irish Debating Competition at the beginning of 

the year and have been preparing since. The team have put in a lot of 

work since and have been rewarded for their efforts. On the night the 

team was very impressive and defeated Glenstal. Well done to the 

team and Mr. Hanley who now move onto the next round. Scoil na 

Mainistreach abú!  

Surfing in Lahinch  
 

On the 5th of October, the Transition Year group headed to Lahinch, Co. 

Clare for a trip. They didn’t have to arrive too early to school that 

morning! All students were on the bus for 9am with a number of 

teachers – Ms Quinn, Mr. Mullins,and Ms. O’Dwyer. The bus journey 

felt a little long as the students were overly anticipating the days’ 

activities. However, when they arrived the weather was quite chilly but 

that didn’t stop the boys from immediately disembarking the bus and 

going straight into the water. After the boys had time to themselves on 

the beach they had to quickly get into the correct attire for surfing – 

wetsuits! The boys had lessons for about 20 minutes learning the key 

skills to surfing before entering the water where these skills were really 

put to the test! It was great fun and something that the boys would look 

forward to doing again.  

- Tommy Hanley, TY 

#BulbsForBees – Green Schools   
 

Our Green Schools Committee have been extra busy his term 

working with Mr. Ryan. The committee decided to take part in the 

Gaisce Presidents Award to help prevent the extinction of our bee 

species here in Ireland. Bees play a crucial role in the pollination of 

Irelands most vital food crops which we consume on a day-to-day 

basis. To help, our committee planted many pollinator-friendly 

bulbs around our school grounds to help safe-guard the bee 

population. These bulbs will flower in the spring time and produce 

sweet and sugary nectar which they will use for energy to move 

from flower to flower. Some bulbs planed include; Yellow Garlic, 

Grape Hyacinth and Barr’s Purple. Well done to the committee and 

Mr. Ryan and the best of luck in the year ahead. 
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      Dementia Awareness 

 

      Rock an Thorabh 
 

 

 

  

The 2021-2022 Young Social Innovators Team have decided to focus on 

raising awareness on Dementia. The boys have been working closely with 

Anne Bradshaw (HSE) to develop a functional yoga mat for people who suffer 

from the disease. The mat will be fitted with particular poses and positions 

relating to yoga techniques so that the person remembers each move. To 

facilitate this prototype, the team raised €470 which is much needed funds to 

begin developing the mat further. The boys completed a fantastic Speak-Out 

campaign but did not qualify for nationals. 

At the beginning of September the TY Group and a number of teaches 

embarked on a journey to climb, ‘Rock An Thorabh’. The group arrived on a cold 

winter morning, shivering and shaking, waiting to begin walking. We began 

walking and our bodies started to heat up. The wind was blowing in our faces 

keeping us cool, combatting the heat created by our bodies as we walked. It 

created a nice breeze and made the walk more fun and relaxing. We walked, 

having a laugh, talking, taking in the nature surrounding us, admiring the 

greenness of the trees and the freshness of the plants ahead. After a short felt 

walk, we arrived at a rock. We took a break and had lunch. Gazing down over 

the town below from the hilltop, as we sat on a big rock. Enjoying the picturesque 

few before us. We took pictures to capture the happiness in the moment. The 

scenery was amazing. Looking down from above, so many trees, flowers, the 

beauty of nature at its finest. We finished lunch, and trekked on further, walking 

through the thick mud, walking around the logs and inspecting the scenery of 

trees hanging over us as we walked onwards. We ventured up hills and 

eventually arrived at our final lunch. We arrived at a grass patch beside the road, 

admiring the flowers which surrounded the patch of grass. We ate more food, 

and took more photos, capturing the stonework which laid over the grass 

beneath us, and to capture the floral plants which accompanied the stonework. 

We began to walk back to the destination we began at, reminiscing on the fun 

conversations we had previously. Talking about the walk, why we enjoyed it, the 

nature we saw, and everything that happened. After an hour, we arrived back. 

We sat down exhausted after the long walk and waited for our parents to arrive. 

We went home, satisfied with the walk and the day we had outside of school! 

- Aaron Hawkins, TY 
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German Poetry Competition 
 

Our Transition Year German Class the GDI Poetry Competition in early Spring. The class worked hard on their 
creative and literacy skills for a number of weeks. In the end, the boys claimed third prize with their acrostic poem 

which is pictured below. Try to translate it!  
Also pictured are two of the group members, Liam Finnane and Conor Walsh showing off their badges! 

 
 

 
 
 

Geography News 
 

Our 2nd Year Geography groups have gotten really hands on to understand the world around them.  
 

This group are currently taking part in the GLOBE Ireland Air Quality Campaign in conjunction with An Taisce. The aim 
of this project is to investigate the air quality around our educational facilities in Ireland and we are thrilled to do our 

part. We would like to say a huge thank you to our caretaker Tom for his help on this campaign! 
 

The group have also been treated to a Fair-Trade Afternoon Tea! The class 
had a fantastic afternoon with Ms. King indulging in Fair-Trade chocolates 

and beverages as they had been learning about this topic in class along with 
Globalization. 
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Creative Engagement Program – Artist in Residence 
 

Transition Year pupils were treated to an Introduction to Ceramics Workshop with Artist-In-Residence Tanya Creed 
recently. Tanya is a ceramicist based in Clonmel, Co. Tipperary. Our workshop is held in conjunction with the NAPD 
Creative Engagement program. Students learned a huge variety of skills over the course of two weeks , skills included 
learning to wedge the clay, slab-rolling, slab-building, the slip & score technique, throwing on the pottery wheel, and the 
process of recycling the clay. We also learned how to make our own moulds using potters plaster and learnt the slip 
casting technique to make mugs. Each pupil designed and created their own slab-built ceramic houses which are 
pictured below which were bisque-fired using our kilin and then glazed to finish! The fabulous products were on display 
at our TY Graduation Ceremony for all to see. Many thanks to the NAPD Creative Engagement Program for their support 
with this project and to our artist in residence Tanya Creed for inspiring and encouraging creativity in our pupils and to 
Ms. Jolene Carey for facilitating all in school. 
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Technologists, Engineers, Creatives and Scientists 
 

Congratulations to Shane O’ Connor and Liam Carew for yet another outstanding award at the Immersive 

Software Engineering TECS Awards held at the University of Limerick on January 06th. TECS is a 

competition for secondary school students throughout Ireland. This competition was organised by the ISE 

(Immersive Software Engineering) programme at the University of Limerick. The programme is supported 

by John Collison, President of Stripe, the Irish-American payment processing platform. 

Codenamed TECS (Technologists, Engineers, Creatives and Scientists) the competition aimed to find 

Ireland’s next technology and business superstars. The TECS programme was designed to support these 

students in becoming the next generation of leaders. 

Over a four-week period, the contestants were asked to share the progress they had made. They then 

received constructive feedback from a world class mentor. The skills of development and improvement are 

vital in the modern world of software engineering. The projects that had made the most significant progress 

at the end of the four-week period were then chosen to receive an award. Winners attended a special 

invite-only event in the University of Limerick Concert Hall. The guest speakers included 

• John Collison, President of Stripe. 

• Professor Kerstin Mey, President of the University of Limerick. 

• Dr Patricia Scanlan, Founder and CEO of Soapbox Labs. 

• Professor Stephen Kinsella, Professor of Economics in UL and Co-Director of ISE. 

Shane and Liam’s project was chosen for an award based on the immense progress made and adaption to 

feedback from their mentors. Professor Stephen Kinsella of UL said: “The standard was set high for this 

project. Shane and Liam show a great drive and ability to work independently in order to produce work of a 

very high quality.” 
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Children’s Grief  Centre 

Abbey student leaders presented Anne Comerford with a cheque for €854 which is being donated to the Children’s 

Grief Centre, based in Limerick. This was raised through a recent non-uniform day for students and coffee morning for 

staff. The Children’s Grief Centre is “A Caring Place, A Listening Space” for young people aged 4-18 years, who are 

affected through death, separation or divorce. Thanks to our wellbeing team for organising this initiative and special 

thanks to Anne and all the volunteers at the Grief Centre for providing such a valuable service for children in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Year Ag Science Visit to Tipperary Co-op 

Our 6th Year students had a fantastic opportunity to visit our neighbours recently, Tipperary Coop, and toured the 

plant and saw the huge investment of the multimillion-euro dryer which was recently installed. In addition, they were 

guided by recent graduates of The Abbey, Jack Aherne and Eric Grogan, who have completed studies in Agricultural 

Science at Waterford Institute of Technology and now employed as Production Managers at the site. They discussed 

career opportunities in the food and Agri sectors and were treated to lunch in the board room to conclude the morning. 

Thanks to all at Tipp-Coop for such a warm welcome. 
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Abbey Angus 2022 
 

The Abbey Angus Team has been in full flight since 2018! The group, who comprises of Darragh Barlow, Michael 
Coman, Conor Farrell, Liam Hayes and Sean Gubbins are now 6th Year Students, they began this venture while they 

were in Transition Year with the help and guidance of Mr. Michael O’Dwyer and Mr. Darren Carew. The boys 
developed a great campaign over these years and made the finals in Croke Park in the Spring where they met Minister 

of Agriculture Charles McConalogue to discuss all things Abbey Angus! Unfortunately, the group did not place but 
team member Conor won the Outstanding Achievement Award in the overall competition.  

Well done to all, not only was it a wonderful experience but they would have all taken something away that will stand 
to them in their future. 
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Transition Year School Tour to Northern Ireland 

On Monday April 4th, the TY group along with four teachers set off to Northern Ireland for three days. 

Day 1: The group first set off on an early bus journey to Derry where they visited the Apprentice Boys Memorial Hall, 

Museum of Free Derry and had a walking tour of the bog-side and murals.  

Day 2: The group started with a walking tour of the very historic Derry City Walls and afterwards enjoyed a spot of 

shopping at the O’Neills Outlet Store, (they literally shopped til they dropped). An impromptu stop followed at Dunluce 

Castle viewpoint before arriving at The Giants Causeway for the afternoon. A quick pitstop for fish and chips in 

Bushmills ahead of the journey to Belfast kept all happy! The day concluded with a stroll around the Parliament 

Buildings at the Stormont Estate. Thankfully, the poor weather didn’t dampen the boys spirits has they had a great 

day!! 

Day 3: The group woke in Belfast and set off to explore the city nice and early with all the history that came with it. A 

trip to the Titanic Exhibition was a fabulous outing. In a small world, one of our tour guides knew TY Student, Shane 

O’Grady’s late grandfather, Mick Flynn and presented him with a book for his family on The Irish Republic by Seamus 

McAloran. The group set home for Tipperary later that evening!  

A huge thank you the teachers, Ms. Nora Quinn, Ms. Caroline O’Connor, Mr. Conor Hayes and Mr. Mike Heffernan for 

accompanying the boys on a trip that they will remember in years to come!! 
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Shane O’Connor elected to ISSU Committee 

Congratulations to Shane O’ Connor (5th Year) who was recently elected  

to the ISSU Monitoring and Advisory Committee. The MAC oversees the  

work of the elected ISSU structures and ensures that their work is in line  

with the constitution, policy and aims of the organsiation. The monitoring and 

advisory committee consists of five people who have been elected at  

the An Chomhdháil Bhliaintiúl (Annual Assembly). We are delighted for  

Shane. He is a student who continues to demonstrate huge leadership  

skills. We know that he will represent the students of Ireland with great  

enthusiasm and pride, and we wish him well with his endeavours when  

he takes up this role in July. 

 

        

        Abbey Inside Out Community 2022 
Our school first became involved with “Inside Out” during the inaugural phase  

of the programme in 2020-2021. Four of our current 5th Year students together  

with students from St. Anne's and St. Ailbe's worked with Anne Bradsahaw  

(HSE Disability Services) and Inspector Des Bell (An Garda Síochána)  

primarily on learning about how crime affects people with disabilities in our   

community. They worked on developing the publication "Don't Judge A Book  

By Its Cover". Such was the success of their work; they were nominated for a  

Garda Youth Award in Tipperary which progressed to being awarded at  

National Level. We were privileged to work on and develop the legacy which  

they left us in further promoting awareness around crime and disability in our  

community. We educated ourselves on the area firstly before sharing this  

knowledge with our peers in school. We learned so much from Anne, Des,  

Fr Beaty (School Chaplain) and more recently Katie (McCormack, Bedford Row 

 Family Project, Limerick) when she visited our school in March. Katie invited  

us to Limerick on May 16th to present our research and findings and to 

 essentially train members of her team on what we did. We aim to hand our  

project over to TY 2022-2023 students in our school and train them up on how  

to keep this great crime and disability awareness project running and even  

augment it in the year ahead. Coincidentally one of the team from the Bedford  

Row Family Project has a son who attends another Edmund Rice School and  

would like for him and his peers to become involved next year. She is currently  

collaborating with the school on this. Our goal is to expand our research and  

share with other schools to improve this project and strengthen awareness.  

Any school who may be interested in getting involved should contact our school 

 link teacher, Mr. Conor Hayes on conor.hayes@abbeyschool.ie  

  

mailto:conor.hayes@abbeyschool.ie
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Junior School Tours 
 
Our 1st and 2nd Year Groups were treated to a very exciting adventure with their classmates on separate days in May. 
You can imagine the anticipation of the boys as they had not been on a school tour in possibly 3 years! Both set off to 
Ballyhass – one took a trip to Mallow where they threw their hand at archery, zip-lining and watersports whereas our 
2nd Years took a detour to Coachford engaging in team building exercises, archery and watersports. It is fair to say that 
the boys were exhausted after such eventful days but memorable all the same! According to the boys, the best part 
was the teachers getting involved in the activities! There are pictures below of both groups. 
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6th Year Graduation 
 

Class of 2022 had a wonderful graduation ceremony on Tuesday May 24th. Our class was joined by our school 
management, staff, board of management, family and friends along with the addition of Fr. Beaty who delivered some 

beautiful words. On the night our students provided readings, prayer and song to make the night very special. Our 
Captain, Brain Marnane and Vice-Captain, Darragh Barlow spoke aloud to the crowd describing their years here at 

The Abbey – it is fair to say that there were a few tears shed. We wish our Class of 2022 the very best of luck as they 
sit the Leaving Certificate in June and embark on a new journey.  
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Abbey Merit Award Winners 2022 

Our annual awards ceremony and was held on Thursday 19th May. Awards were presented by Dr. Finn O’ Murchú, of 

Mary Immaculate College, Thurles. This was the first ceremony that has been held by the school since 2019 where 

our student body, staff and parents could enjoy this memorable event together. Our music group were instrumental in 

delivering wonderful song on the day. 

Pictured below are our Edmund Rice 2022 award winners along with our winners of the prestigious Extra Curricular 

Award and the Courage and Resilience in Adversity Award. The Edmund Rice awards are presented to students who 

have been nominated by both staff and students. There is one award per year group. These students live up to the 

values and vision of Blessed Edmund Rice in their daily endeavours in school life. 

Edmund Rice Recipients 2022 

1st Year: Cathal Maguire 

2nd Year: Jack Garrett 

3rd Year: Colm Ryan 

TY: Darragh Quirke 

5th Year: Colm Power 

6th Year: Seán Gubbins 

LCA: Levi Ryan 

Extra-Curricular: Donnacha Cleary (3rd Year) 

Courage and Resilience in Adversity: James Kinane (LCA) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured are The Abbey School Edmund Rice Award Winners 2022  
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Abbey Academic Awards 2022 

In conjunction with the Abbey Merit Awards, we also recognized those students who have pushed the boundaries in 

the classroom in terms of academic excellence. Students from each class group were awarded for their work. We 

were also delighted to welcome back past students Dominic Hayes and Bartosz Sztyber, who were tried on achieving 

the highest marks in the Leaving Certificate Class of 2021. 

 

Academic Awards 2022 

• 1A1 David Simaitis  

• 1A2 Sean Fitzgerald  

• 1A3 Benas Budreckas  

• 2A1 LJ Roche  

• 2A2 Mark Flanagan   

• 3A1 Donnacha Cleary  

• 3A2 Adam Ryan  

• 3A3 Jack Cunningham  

Transition Year, Student of the Year  

• TY1- James Mclaughlin  

• TY2- Jake Ryan   

Academic Awards:  

• 5A1- Fergal Brennan  

• 5A2- Colm Power  

• 5A3- Shane O’ Connor  

• 6A1 Aidan Duggan   

• 6A2 Simon Crehan   

• 6A3 John Hogan  

• LCA2 – Evan Hawkins  

Academic Excellence in Junior Cycle, Class of 2021: 

Robbie McGrath  

Academic Excellence in Leaving Certificate, Class of 2021:  

Dominic Hayes and Bartosz Sztyber  
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TY Graduation 2022 

Our TY students graduated on Wednesday 18th May. They were presented with their portfolios of work along with 

certificates, medals and awards for various projects throughout the year. There were other awards in various 

categories presented to students who went the extra mile throughout the year and were very successful in various 

aspects of the programme and in school life. These were 

Immersion in School Community: 

Three awards in this category to students who joined our TY Programme for the year from their respective home 

countries. 

Conor Walsh (Denmark) 

Jona Lieblang (Germany) 

Angel Montero (Spain) 

Community Involvement Award: Cillian Crowe 

ICT Expertise Award: Razvan Cojocaru 

Creativity Award: Nedas Petkus 

Sports Star of TY Award: Robbie McGrath 

Kindness and Empathy Award: Aaron Hawkins 

Honesty and Integrity Award: Alex Kearns 

Improvement and Positive Potential Award: Kevin Stanley 

Positive Attitude Award: Evan Carrie 

Commitment and Enthusiasm Award: Seán Lewis 

Communication and Charisma Award: Joe O’ Callaghan 

Inspirational Leadership Award: Bill Quirke 

Spirit of TY Award: Peter Comerford 

Project Management in TY Award: Darragh Quirke 

Student of The Year (TY1): James McLaughlin 

Student of The Year (TY2): Jake Ryan 
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Sports Day 2022 

Normality! Sports Day 2022 resumed to normal practice for the first since 2019. We had an online Sports Day in 2022 

where the Falcons, Sharks, Pythons and Pumas battled it out by submitting videos to win points for their team. In 

2021, we decided to run a Junior and a Senior Sports Day on separate days to reduce contacts. However, this year 

we were thrilled to run Sports Day as we know it and more so how our senior students know it! This was going to be a 

new experience for our junior students who had been impacted dramatically by the pandemic.  

Our Sports Day has been running for over 40 years! Initially, four teams were selected depending on what club or 

parish they came from but that is not the case at present. In First Year, each student in drafted into one of four teams 

for which they will compete for the duration of their time at The Abbey!  

There is something there for everyone to take part in, it could be Chess, Volley-ball, Draughts, Fifa, Soccer, Hurling, 

Rounders, Football, Rugby, Sprints, Balancing… the list is endless!  

At the end of the day, we announce the winners of Sports Day and our Sports Star of The Year. 

This year, we extend our congratulations to The Sharks and to Paddy Kennedy, Sports Star of the Year 2022. 

It truly is a remarkable day. 
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Sports Awards 2022 

Our annual Sports Awards Ceremony took place on Monday the 30th of May. The ceremony honoured our students’ 
sporting achievements from the academic year 2021/2022 with several presentations being made relating to the wide 

variety of sports catered for in the school. 
 

The event is always an eagerly anticipated event on our school calendar and this year there was great cause for 
celebration as the school won no less than 8 titles across a number of disciplines including Gaelic Football, Hurling, 

Soccer, Rugby and Basketball. Also, several students were honoured with individual player of the year awards as well 
as the presentation of the prestigious Abbey Sports star of the year award. 

 
These students were acknowledged for how they embraced the ethos of school and awards were handed out in 

recognition of how they displayed athletic excellence and skill in their sporting disciplines during the year. 
 

Sports master Kieran Hickey welcomed everyone to the event, and he highlighted that it was special event given the 
level of success achieved by the school during the year. 

 
He acknowledged the students’ receiving awards for their excellence on the sports field and emphasised how 

everyone in the school plays their part in promoting sport and physical activity. 
 

Medals were presented to all winning teams which included the U19 Munster Senior Football Corn Dhonncha Ui 
Nuainain Champions, U19 Munster Rugby O’Gorman Cup Champions, U19 TSDL Schools Cup Champions, U16 
Munster Rugby Giles Shield Champions, U16 Basketball South West Regional Champions, U15 Munster Rugby 

Cleary Cup Champions, U15 County Hurling Hennessy Cup Champions and the u14 Westcourt Cup Champions for 
2022. A particular mention must go to the u14 hurling team and the senior teams that claimed Munster titles in Rugby 
and Football with respective captains Evan Slattery, Ben Ryan and Evan Hawkins speaking on behalf of their squads. 
Also, on the evening Sports Star of the year winner Paddy Kennedy of Galbally spoke and thanked the staff and his 

fellow pupils for what was a successful year where Paddy claimed titles with the school in Gaelic Football, Soccer and 
Rugby teams as well as representing the school in Hurling and Golf. 

 
Individual awards were presented across a wide variety of sports and categories included: Abbey Sports Star of the 

Year 2022- Paddy Kennedy, Senior Footballer of the Year - Paddy Downey, Senior Hurler of the Year - Stephen Dee, 
Senior Rugby Player of the Year - Conor Farrell, Senior Soccer Player of the Year - Josh Flannery, Senior Basketball 
Player of the Year - Nedas Petkus, Junior Hurler of the Year - Michael Gleeson, Junior Footballer of the Year - Robbie 
McGrath , Junior Rugby Player of the Year - Michael Bowes, Junior Basketball Player of the Year - Sean O Mahony, 
U15 Hurler of the Year - Darragh O Hora, U15 Footballer of the Year - David Ryan, U15 Rugby player of the Year- 
Alan Delaney, Second Year Basketball Player of the Year - Bartosz Wawszczyk, U14 Hurler of the Year - Cathal 

Martin, U14 Footballer of the Year - Jack O Keefe, First Year soccer Player of the Year - Denis Cremmins, First Year 
Rugby Player of the Year - John O Callaghan, First Year Basketball Player of the Year - David Simaitis 

 
The evening concluded with a closing address from school principal John Kiely where he paid credit to teachers who 

selflessly coach and supervise students throughout the school year in the wide array of extra and co-curricular 
activities offered by the school. 

 
His message to the students was that Sports and education can go hand in hand to help students to clear off their 

minds, help student find balance and enhance their general fitness, thus providing the opportunity to develop 
leadership, social and communication skills. 

 
 

Well done to all  boys involved! 
We look forward to the 2022/2023! 

 
 

#abbeyabu 
  



 
  



 
  



 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

The Abbey School 1-15      Presentation Ballingarry 0-14 

The Abbey School, Tipperary Town retained the U15 Hennessy Cup County hurling title with a hard 
fought win over Presentation Secondary School Ballingarry played in Boherlahan on Tuesday November 
23rd after both teams came out on top of their respective blitz played in early November. In conditions 
ideal for hurling, it was the Tipperary Town side which were first out of the blocks with a points from 
Ciaran Kelly, Tom Bradshaw and an impressive total of four points from Cappawhites’ Sean O’Shea. 
Ballingarry responded with scores of their own to leave the half time score 11 points to 7 in favour of the 
men from West Tipperary and East Limerick. In the 3rd quarter the ever impressive Darragh O’Hora 
added to his 5 point haul in the 1st half by adding a further 1-02 from play to stretch the Abbeys lead to 
1-15 to 0-09 points at the 2nd water break. O’Hora was ably assisted in the middle of the field by 
Arravale Rovers’ David Ryan as they played in front of a defence well marshalled by the likes of Adam 
Ryan, Alan Delaney and Cathal Martin. If the Abbey thought the game was won they were greatly 
mistaken. On the resumption of the water break, Ballingarry roared back into contention and this resulted 
in a tight finish but excellent team work and resolute defending by the Abbey saw them maintain their 
vital 4 point cushion which helped them claim the title It was an exciting game played in an honest 
manner by both sides. The Abbey can now look forward to a tilt at the Munster Championship after 
Christmas with a round of 16 tie with the winners of Rice College, Ennis and St Josephs Secondary 
School, Tulla in store. 

Abbey CBS: Morgan O’Connor (Cappawhite), Sean Cleary (Kickhams), Alan Delaney (Arravale Rovers), 
Eoghan Ryan (Cappawhite), Tom Bradshaw (Lattin- Cullen), Adam Ryan (Arravale Rovers), Cathal 
Martin (Cappawhite), Darragh O’Hora (Solohead), David Ryan (Arravale Rovers), Matthew Kinnane 
(Arravale Rovers), Cathal O’Mara (Kickhams), Shane O’Brien (Lattin-Cullen), Ciaran Kelly (Arravale 
Rovers), Sean O’Shea (Cappawhite), Ciaran Molloy (Cappawhite 
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U15 Hennessy Cup Hurling Final 
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Westcourt Cup 2022 
 

The format of the Westcourt Cup started with a blitz in various locations around Munster, with 2 teams emerging from 
each section going into the quarter finals. After an excellent Rice Cup blitz campaign, the school qualified for the 

Westcourt Cup semi-final. 
Here the Abbey had a comprehensive win over Waterford’s Ardscoil na Mara, Tramore on a scoreline of 2-26 to 2-08 

in a game played in Ned Hall Park Clonmel. It was a very good team performance as a difficult challenge was 
expected. The first half was a tight affair but thesecond half started very promising for the men in Green and White 
with the likes of Padraig O’Brien and Donnachan Quigley to the fore as the Abbey went on to win comfortably in the 

end. 
In the other semi-final Blackwater Community College were victorious to set up a very exciting final that would be a 

repeat of the 1st round tie where the Abbey were victorious. 
 

Westcourt Cup Final 
 

Abbey CBS 2-18                     Blackwater CC 1-06 
 

Abbey CBS won the Westcourt Cup for a record 8th time with a decisive win over the previous year’s champions, 
Blackwater CC on a score line of 2.18 to 1.6 

The game was played in the Ballygiblin before a sizeable crowd with the abbey green army out in force. Both teams 
started well, and the game went tit for tat right up to half time. The Abbey battled well, hooking, blocking and tackling 
as if their lives depended on it. Ultimately it was the Abbeys crisper hurling that would pay dividends on the day as 
they pulled away for a decisive victory with Cappawhite’s Cathal Martin and ARRAVALE Rovers Jaye Cilivnas both 

making telling contributions. 
After the game captain Evan slattery received the cup much to the joy of his Abbey teammates and wider school 

community. The team has worked extremely hard under coaches Mr. Hanley, Mr Heffernan and Mr. Cullen and more 
will be expected from this talented group as they progress throughout their years at The Abbey!! 
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Senior Football 2021-2022 
 

Our senior team this year began their preparations for the Munster and County championship in the 

second week of September. The year began with challenge games against St. Flannans, Ennis 

and Colaiste Dun Iascaigh. Our first competitive game came in the County quarter-final when we took 

on High School Clonmel and we contested the Munster Championship Final with a fantastic win. 

Follow the articles below to gain an insight to the journey! 

McGabhainn Cup Quarter Final 

The Abbey School 1-10              High School Clonmel 2-10 

The Abbey bowed out of this years County championship race after a disappointing defeat to rivals, 

High School, Clonmel. It featured a repeat of last year’s final, this time a quarter-final tie, 

at Sean Treacy Park on Wednesday October 13th. Both schools were playing their first competitive 

senior games since the County Final on March 11, 2020, just prior to Covid restrictions but there was 

no signs of rustiness as both sides gave their all for the full 60 minutes.  

It took a late Emmet Butler goal for the Clonmel side to settle this thoroughly entertaining battle in 

which both teams showed great heart and determination with no little skill in what was a fine 

advertisement for school’s football in Tipperary. A bright opening from the Tipperary Town side put 

them ahead with Evan Hawkins, Simon Crehan, and Eoin Doocey excelling but the High School replied 

with scores of their own before Chris Ryan scored an opportunistic goal to ignite 

the Clonmel challenge. The Abbey hit back with some great scores as exchanges were tight 

throughout the opening period and the sides couldn’t be separated going to the break on level terms, 

1-4 to 0-7.   

In what was to prove an absorbing second half, High School started the stronger and opened up a 

three points gap with a series of fine scores but the Abbey refused to lie down and responded with a 

point of their own. A swift counter attack by the Abbey split the High School defence wide open and the 

moved was expertly finished to the bottom corner just on the water break. It was just the tonic for the 

Tipperary men who now had a one point advantage with 15 minutes to play. With the game on a knife 

edge, the High School pulled level before both sides exchanged the lead on different occasions in 

trading points on two occasions as the battle for supremacy entered the last 10 minutes. The game 

flowed from end to end but with minutes to go, it was High School substitute Senan Butler who 

unlocked the Tipp town rearguard to set up his older brother Emmet who stuck the ball in the top right 

corner giving the Abbey goalkeeper no chance.  

The High School tagged on another point but Abbey refused to lie down and a further pointed free left 

a goal between the sides as the game entered injury-time as they bombarded the Clonmel defence, 

which managed to hold firm until referee Richard O’Connor’s final whistle with the scoreline at 2-10 to 

1-10.   

This was disappointing loss for The Abbey who performed so well but the game set the boys up for a 

tilt at Coachford Community School in the Munster 1st Round. 
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1st  Round 

The Abbey School 1-11                    Coachford College 0-05 

The Abbey opened their Munster Senior Football campaign with a comprehensive win against a 

dogged Coachford College side in a game played in Carrigadrohid. The Abbey boys made a great start and 

raced into an early lead build on excellent defending led by Paddy Downey and the industrious work 

of Galtee Rovers Cian O’Dwyer around the middle third.  

In the second half the Coachford College upped the ante considerably and came roaring back into the game 

cutting the deficit to 2points midway through the second half. The abbey however thundered back and the 

scores of Orrin Jones Cian O’Dwyer and a crucial Caleb Molloy Hickey goal making the difference. This was 

an excellent win which set the boys up for a tilt at defending champions Patrician Academy, Mallow in the 

Munster Quarter Final  

Munster Quarter Final 

The Abbey School 3-10                                                                              Patrician Academy, Mallow 1-14  

The Abbey School are through to the Munster Colleges Senior Football Semi Final after a hard fought win 

over reigning champions Patrician Academy, Mallow.  

Played in ideal conditions for football in Sean Treacy Park the abbey made the early running with scores 

from Orrin Jones, Conor Martin, Caleb Molloy Hickey and Evan Hawkins putting the Abbey into a 5 points to 

2 lead at the end of the first quarter. To their credit the Avondhu side stormed back into contention with 

excellent scores from Sam Copps, Daniel O’Sullivan and Tom Cunningham with Cunningham exerting more 

of an influence on proceedings as the half wore on. The Abbey however claimed a vital score 

when Arravale Rovers Evan Hawkins was fouled for a penalty 2 minutes before half time. Hawkins coolly 

slotted home to give the Abbey a 1-08 to 0-08 lead at the break. On the resumption the game continued as a 

tit for tat affair with scores at a premium. Paddy Kennedy really excelled in this quarter for the men in green 

and white with his ability to win primary possession in the middle of the field a key factor in the Abbeys 

success.  

Crucial for the West Tipperary side midway through the second half after a free flowing move through the 

centre of the Mallow defence Orrin Jones slotted the ball past the keeper to raise the Abbeys second green 

flag. This score vitally gave the Abbey a 2 point buffer entering the final quarter.  The Mallow side however 

were not going to relinquish their crown easily and against roared back into contention. Scores from Mark 

Tobin and Decky Copps had brought them back into contention and when a Kevin Graham rocket hit the net 

the teams found themselves level.  With the game in its dying embers the play was tense and frantic at times 

but it would be the Abbey who would claim the decisive scores with a Liam Carew point and Caleb Molloy 

Hickey goal putting the Abbey into an unassailable lead. In doing so the Abbey booked their place in the 

Munster Senior Semi Final which will be played in the new year. 
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Abbey School: Robbie McGrath (Galtee Rovers), Sean Gubbins (Galtee Rovers), Raymond Kelly 

(Arravale Rovers), Shane Maher (Arravale Rovers), Darragh O’Brien (Lattin Cullen), 

Simon Crehan (Lattin Cullen), Paddy Downey (Oola), Paddy Kennedy (Galbally), Aidan Duggan 

(Kickhams), Eoin Doocey (Arravale Rovers), Conor Martin (Cappawhite), Orrin 

Jones  (Kickhams), Cian O’Dwyer (Galtee Rovers), Evan Hawkins (Arravale Rovers) CAPT, Caleb 

Molloy Hickey (Arravale Rovers)  

Subs Used: Jack O’Neill (Kickhams), Liam Carew (Aherlow), JP Lohan (Arravale Rovers)  

Panel: Colin O’Grady (Oola), Moss O’Brien (Aherlow), Conor Farrell (Kickhams), 

Daniel O’Dwyer (Galtee Rovers), Conaill Grogan (Galtee Rovers), Gavin O’Meara 

(Arravale Rovers), Max Reardon (Aherlow), Eoin Halpin (Galtee Rovers), Eoghan Byrnes 

(Galtee Rovers), Ciaran Beston (Galbally), Ben Ryan (Arravale Rovers),  

 



 
Munster Colleges SFC Corn Dhonncha Ui Nuanain Semi-Final 

 
 
Abbey CBS 3-9                                                                                                                 Colaiste Treasa Kanturk 1-10 
  

The Abbey CBS claimed a spot in the Munster college’s football final after a hard fought victory over Cork outfit, 
Colaiste Treasa, Kanturk in a game played in Fitzgerald Park, Kimallock. The West Tipperary side had to dig deep to 
win this game against a well prepared and motivated side from Duhallow. The conditions in were ideal for football and 

both sides produced a cracker. 
In the final analysis, a strong finish won the day for the Abbey. Late goals from Orrin Jones and Conaill Grogan saw 
the Abbey take a 6 point lead entering injury time, a lead they would not relinquish propelling them into their second 

final in a row in this grade 
The Abbey set the tone from the beginning of the game with Orrin Jones pointing a free after good work from Paddy 
Downey. The Cork boys got on the scoreboard early with a score of their own from Newmarket sharpshooter, Hugh 

O’Connor. The rest of the half was hard fought and the game moved with a ferocious intensity. The side traded goals 
with Orrin Jones and Grantis Bucinskas scoring for their respective sides to leave the score level at the interval 1-5 

apiece. 
Two minutes into the second half Paddy Kennedy claimed an excellent score to restore the Abbey. However the 

Kanturk held firm, limiting their opposition to just 2 more points in the 3rd quarter while tagging on three of their own. 
This left the game again level as both teams entered the final quarter. The Abbey gradually wore down their 

opponents in the closing stages where they outscored the North Cork side by 5 points 
It was a fine team effort with all the team and subs contributing to this victory. The defence was superb, well 

marshalled by Raymond Kelly and Simon Crehan, Shane Maher and Darragh O’Brien. Paddy Kennedy and Stephen 
Dee worked hard at midfield while up front Conor Martin, Cian O’Dwyer and Evan Hawkins worked tirelessly for the 

team. 
Colaiste Treas for their part contributed to the contest with Colin Walsh, Hugh O’Connor and Grantis Bucinskas 

prominent The Abbey now progress to the Munster decider where they will meet Mount St. Michael Rosscarbery or St 
Michaels Listowel 

 
Teams:  
 
Abbey CBS: Robbie McGrath (Galtee Rovers), Shane Maher (Arravale Rovers), Raymond Kelly (Arravale Rovers), 
Darragh O’Brien (Aherlow), Paddy Downey (Oola), Simon Crehan (Aherlow), Aidan Duggan(Kickhams), Paddy 
Kennedy (Galbally), Stephen Dee (Solohead), Eoin Doocey (Arravale Rovers), Orrin Jones (Kickhams), Conor Martin 
(Cappawhite), Cian O’Dwyer (Galtee Rovers), Evan Hawkins (Arravale Rovers), Caleb Molloy Hickey (Arravae 
Rovers) Subs Used: Liam Carew (Aherlow), Conail Grogan (Galtee Rovers), Eoin Halpin (Galtee Rovers) 
 
Colaiste Treasa, Kanturk: Ronan Cashman (Kanturk), Dara Murphy (Dromtarriffe), Michael Lane (Newmarket), Dylan 
O’Connor (Kanturk), Jamie Harrington (Croke Rovers), Ronan Heffernan (Croke Rovers), Jack Sheahan (Lismire), 
Colin Walsh (Kanturk), Rory Sheahan (Kanturk), Donnacha O’Doherty (Kilshannig),Grantis Bucinskas), Conor 
Sheahan (Kanturk), Brian O’Sullivan (Croke Rovers), Hugh O’Connor (Newmarket), Evan Magner (Killavullen). Subs 
Used: Cormac Hartnett (Boherbue), Cormac O’Sullivan (Croke Rovers)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Munster Post Primary Schools TUS Corn Dhonncha Ui Nuanain Munster Senior Football 
Final 

  
Abbey CBS, Tipperary 1-08       Mount Saint Michael Rosscarbery 0-10  
 
The Abbey CBS Tipperary Town claimed the Munster Post Primary Schools TUS Corn 
Dhonncha Ui Nuanain Munster Football title for the eighth time in Mallow on Saturday last. The Abbey came out on top 
of what was a titanic struggle with their Cork opponents, Mount Saint Michael, Rosscarbery who were in the hunt for 
victory right up to the final whistle. 
 
Mount Saint Michael started brightly and raced into a two-point lead inside the opening 10 
minutes. The Abbey were struggling to gain a foothold in the middle third but rallied to claim the next three points with 
the scores coming from Eoin Doocey, Liam Carew, and Orrin Jones. Both sides traded points as the half progressed 
with Carbery Rangers star Peadair O’Rourke having a big influence on proceedings. 
The Abbey boys again responded when Orrin Jones latched on to a deflected shot after a 
brilliantly worked move to raise a green flag for the Tipp side. Prior to half time the West Tipp side were dealt a blow 
when Arravale Rovers’ Shane Maher sustained a serious injury. After a lengthy delay the Abbey men held on to their 
lead to claim a half time lead of 1:04 to 0:05 points 
On the resumption of the second half Rosscarbery were first out of the block with a score from Ciaran Santry on 33 
mins. The Abbey responded with two points of their own from captain Evan Hawkins and an inspirational score from 
Stephen Dee. It was at this point the Carbery side roared back into the game with three excellent scores to level 
proceedings with the ever-impressive O’Rourke kicking the pick of their scores. 
 
It was that this point that the Abbey boys showed real metal in both defence and attack. Their defensive unit ably led 
by Raymond Kelly and Simon Crehan thwarted many Rosscarbery attacks and Oola’s Paddy Downey carried 
numerous ball out of defence in a frantic second half. 
On 27 minutes Evan Hawkins kicked an inspirational score to reclaim the lead for the Abbey and Paddy Kennedy 
doubled that lead with a beautiful score from the right wing. Mount Saint Michael then laid siege to the Abbey goal as 
the game entered injury time and when Ciaran Santry kicked a majestic score to leave the bare minimum between the 
sides extra time became a real possibility. It would however be the Abbeys day as Limerick official Donnacha 
O’Callaghan blew the final whistle. 
 
The Abbey were overjoyed at the final whistle after giving their all against an excellent Rosscarbery side. On the day 
the Abbey had standout performances all over the field. Robbie McGrath was calm and assured in the goal and was 
well protected by a watertight defence with Darragh O’Brien and Raymond Kelly making vital blocks in the closing 
stages. At midfield Paddy Kennedy and Stephen Dee were excellent and acted as the launch pad for many of the 
Tipperary Town schools’ attacks. The half forward line was ably led by Orrin Jones with Aherlow’s Liam Carew making 
many valuable contributions. In the full forward line Caleb Molloy Hickey and Cian O’Dwyer worked tirelessly with 
captain Evan Hawkins playing a captain’s role. 
Mount Saint Michael for their part had excellent performers with the likes of wing back Owen Tobin, Conor Twomey 
and Ciaran Santry putting in a tireless effort. The performance of the versatile Peadair O’Rourke was most impressive 
for the West Cork side and he could count himself unlucky to be on the losing side. 
The Abbey School now progress to the All-Ireland series were they will look to emulate the class of 1998 and bring 
home the Paddy Drummond Cup to West Tipperary for the second time in the school’s history 
 
Abbey CBS: Robbie McGrath (Galtee Rovers), Shane Maher (Arravale Rovers), Raymond Kelly (Arravale Rovers), 
Darragh O’Brien (Aherlow), Paddy Downey (Oola), Simon Crehan (Aherlow), Aidan Duggan(Kickhams), Paddy 
Kennedy (Galbally), Stephen Dee (Solohead), Eoin Doocey (Arravale Rovers), Orrin Jones (Kickhams), Liam Carew 
(Aherlow), Cian O’Dwyer (Galtee Rovers), Evan Hawkins (Arravale Rovers), Caleb Molloy Hickey (Arravae Rovers) 
Subs Used: Sean Gubbins (Galtee Rovers) Conail Grogan (Galtee Rovers), Conor Martin (Cappawhite) Colin O’Grady 
(Oola) Panel Members: Marcus Kinnane Arravale Rovers, Jack O'Neill, Eoin Halpin Galtee Rovers, John Paul Lohan 
Arravale Rovers, Moss O'Brien Aherlow, Daniel Kelly (Eire Og, Anacarty) Ben Ryan Arravale Rovers, Gary Quirke 
Aherlow, Gavin Cussen Arravale Rovers, Conor Farrell Knockavilla Kickhams, Michael Gleeson Knockavilla 
Kickhams, Daniel O'Dwyer, Galtee Rovers  
 
Mount Saint Michael, Rosscarberry: (All Carbery Rangers unless stated) Darragh Twomey, Liam Tobin, Niall 
Keane, Oisin Daly (Castlehaven), Eoghan O’Donovan (Kilmacabea), Seamus O’Mahoney, Owen Tobin (Kilmacabea), 
Oisin O’Sullivan (Kilmeen), Peadair O’Rourke, Michael Maguire, Conor Twomey, Conor O’Sullivan (Kilmeen), Ben 
Linehan, Ciaran Santry, John Keating  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

All Ireland Colleges Football Semi Final Paddy Drummond Cup 
 

Abbey CBS 0-08                                                                                       Patrician High School Carricmacross 1-08  
  
Patrician Secondary School Carrickmacross got the better of a brave Abbey CBS side in a dramatic All-Ireland semi-
final played in gale force conditions in GAA Centre of Excellence in Abbotstown, Dublin.  
  
The Monaghan side playing against the gale force breeze in the first half took an early lead via penalty from the 
educated boot of Cian Conlon but the Abbey responded to this in style responded appropriately to cut the lead to a 
point after 12 mins with scores from Orrin Jones.  
  
A breakaway Patrician point followed but the abbey responded again to claim the next 2 points the highlight coming 
from wing forward Liam Carew. The premier side claimed a one point lead at the break but knew given the nature of 
the wind that they had played with in the first period that a monumental effort would be required if they were to claim 
victory.   
That is exactly what they gave, and the second half turned into the ultimate game of cat and mouse. The Abbey 
launched attack after attack on the Ulster side’s goal who had at this stage utilised a blanket defence of 13 players 
behind the ball.  
Unfortunately for the Abbey given the numbers back and the breeze against them they would fall just short of reaching 
their first All-Ireland Football Final since 2015.   
The Abbey however lost nothing in defeat. Robbie McGrath was assured in the goal and his distribution was the 
launching pad to many Abbey attacks. The full back was immense, corner backs Sean Gubbins and Darragh O’Brien 
thwarted most attack while Raymond Kelly not only stopped but indeed launched them from his full back position. The 
half back line was excellent. The Sweeper Paddy Downey and wing back pairing of Eoin Doocey and Aidan Duggan 
were athletic and dynamic while Simon Crehan at 6 put in another assured performance. In midfield Paddy Kennedy 
and Stephen Dee provided an excellent platform for the Abbey attack and caused endless problems for the Monaghan 
sides kickout. Th half forward line worked tirelessly with wing forwards Liam Carew and Cian O’Dwyer covering every 
blade of grass while Orrin Jones and Evan Hawkins asked questions of the Carrickmacross defence at every 
opportunity.  
While disappointed the Abbey lost nothing in defeat and can be proud of what they achieved during the year. They 
claimed an 8th Munster crown for the school and can look forward to the 2022/23 season with renewed optimism at 
what lay in store.  
  
Abbey CBS: Robbie McGrath (Galtee Rovers), Shane Maher (Arravale Rovers), Raymond Kelly (Arravale Rovers), 
Darragh O’Brien (Aherlow), Paddy Downey (Oola), Simon Crehan (Aherlow), Aidan Duggan (Kickhams), Paddy 
Kennedy (Galbally), Stephen Dee (Solohead), Eoin Doocey (Arravale Rovers), Orrin Jones (Kickhams), Liam Carew 
(Aherlow), Cian O’Dwyer (Galtee Rovers), Evan Hawkins (Arravale Rovers), Caleb Molloy Hickey (Arravale 
Rovers)  Sean Gubbins (Galtee Rovers) Conail Grogan (Galtee Rovers), Conor Martin (Cappawhite) Colin O’Grady 
(Oola) Marcus Kinnane (Arravale Rovers), Jack O'Neill (Knockavilla Kickhams), Eoin Halpin (Galtee Rovers), John 
Paul Lohan (Arravale Rovers), Moss O'Brien (Aherlow), Daniel Kelly (Eire Og, Anacarty), Ben Ryan (Arravale Rovers), 
Gary Quirke (Aherlow), Gavin Cussen (Arravale Rovers), Conor Farrell (Knockavilla Kickhams), Michael Gleeson 
(Knockavilla Kickhams), Daniel O'Dwyer (Galtee Rovers), Evan Kennedy (Galtee Rovers)  
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U15 Football 2021-2022 
Our U15 football team began the year with challenge games against St. Flannans, Ennis 

and Colaiste Dun Iascaigh and Scoil Pol, Kilfinane. Our first competitive game came in the Munster 

1st round when we took on local rivals JTB Hospital.  

U15 Munster Colleges Football Championship 1st round 

The Abbey School 3-09        JTB Hospital 2-04  

The Abbey School, Tipperary Town qualified for this years U15 Munster Colleges football Quarter Final 

with a convincing win over JTB Hospital played in Hospital on Wednesday October 20th.  

In conditions ideal for football, it was the West Tipp side which were first out of the blocks with a point 

from David Ryan in the opening minute of play. These were followed by an Abbey onslaught of the 

Limerick sides goal which saw further scores from Darragh O’Hora and an excellent goal from 

Jaye Cilivinas. This gave the Abbey a convincing Half Time lead of 7 points.  

After the break the Tipperary Town outfit conceded a soft goal on the quarter hour mark that brought a 

gallant Hospital side right back into contention but to their credit the Abbey came back at their opponents 

with scores from Javi Serrano and Jack Garrett.  

It was an exciting game played in a good manner by both sides. The Abbey had good performers all over 

the field with Bartos Wawszczyk pulling off excellent saves and Alan Delaney, Mark Flanagan and 

Mathew Kinnane excelling in defence. David Ryan and Darragh O’Hora formed an excellent partnership in 

the middle of the field while up front Shane O’Brien worked tirelessly for the team.  They could look 

forward to a quarter-final date with Patrician Academy of Mallow.  

U15 Munster Football Colleges Quarter Final 

The Abbey School 1-06                                         Patrician Academy Mallow 6-09  

The Abbey will rue their missed chances in this game against a very strong Patrician Mallow side  

The Abbey started the stronger in this game and roared into a 3 point lead however the tide turned 

when the Abbey had a clear penalty claim dismissed by the referee and two other glorious goal 

chances go a begging before the break.  

Patrician played better in the second quarter and converted all the chances that came their way.  

The old Cliché is true for this game “goals win matches”.  

After the resumption the Abbey powered into the game and laid siege to the North Cork sides’ goal but try 

as they might they simply could not get the vital score to get back into contention. The Abbey had 

star performers all over the field in the likes of Cathal Martin, David Ryan and Sean O’Shea  

It was an impressive performance from both sides played at a tremendous pace and the Abbey who have 

played with conviction since the season began should be proud of their efforts. They now look forward to 

their Munster Hurling and County Football Championship campaigns as the progresses.  
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First Year Soccer 
 

Munster School Cup 1st Round 

The Abbey School 5         Nenagh CBS 2  

On Wednesday 15th December, the first-year soccer team played their first opening round of the Munster 

Schools Cup together the very strong opposition of Nenagh CBS.  

On this beautifully sunny day for soccer the game began at great pace and the Abbey found themselves 

two goals down mid-way through the first half. Crucially before half time Jaye Cilvinas netted after an 

excellent Padraig O’Brien through ball. At the interval we found ourselves 2-1 down.  

After the break the Abbey boys settled and managed to pull the score back to 2-2 early in the half with the 

excellent Eoin O’Connell bringing the sides level. After this it was one way traffic with the Abbey claiming 

further goals from John O’Callaghan, Donnacha Quigley and a second for Eoin O’Connell to leave the 

score as the referee blew for the end of the match, 5-2 in favour of the Abbey.  It was an excellent display, 

and the boys can look forward with optimism to the next round after Christmas. 
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TSDL Senior Schools Cup 
 

This term saw the return of the TSDL Schools Cup which was first held in 2019 and has 

not been played since due to Covid restrictions. In the competition schools from the TSDL region took 

part in a one-day blitz tournament which was hosted by the Abbey.  

Schools from all over the county arrived in a competition which had over 160 participants. After the 

league stages of the competition were played Abbey A found themselves pitted against Rockwell 

College and Abbey B were up against Colaiste Dun Iascaigh. In the first semi final Abbey A 

comprehensively accounted for Rockwell while in the second semi final the shock of the day took place 

when Abbey B took the scalp of an excellent Colaiste Dun Iascaigh side in a penalty shootout.   

In the final both sides produced an excellent game with a Taylor Allen Flynn Thunder bolt giving the B 

side a deserved lead at the break however the A side came through in the second half to claim the 

TSDL Senior Schools Cup for the second time.  

Presenting the cup to winning captain Caleb Molloy Hickey, TSDL Committee member John 

Carew said,  

“Well done to all the teams who took part in the competition and also well done to all the teams who 

made it to the finals.  

“It is so important that students get the opportunity to enjoy, participate and compete in sports at this 

age, so that they can develop a love for physical activity and keep it up in their teenage years and into 

adulthood.  

The tournament was a great success and we in the Abbey would again like to thank the TSDL for their 

kind donation. 
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Abbey Basketball 
 

U16 Team 

The U16 Basketball team kickstarted their campaign with a win after being the opposite team (Doon) were 

unable to form a team. 

However for their second outing, the Abbey faced a stronger opposition than their first. The Abbey faced 

off against Coláiste Mhuire of Askeaton. The match was a constant back and forth battle with no clear 

winner emerging. With outstanding performances from Robbie McGrath and Sean O’Mahony the game 

went to overtime and later a free throw shootout which Askeaton won. 

On their third match, the Abbey U16 played against Scoil Pól Kilfinnane and from the very beginning the 

Abbey Team took the lead with Robbie McGrath, Sean O’Mahony and Adam Ryan being the best players 

on the court. After just the first quarter, the Abbey already had the game under its control and emerged 

victorious by 26 points. These games meant the Abbey qualified for the South West Regional Final for the 

first time in the schools history in the final they again met Scoil Pol Kilfinane and again ran out victorious on 

a scoreline of 52 to 35. This title was just rewards for the team and coach Mr. Carew who has done so 

mush to promote Basketball in our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: 

Paudie Burke, Evan Ryan, Cillian Barlow, Adam Ryan, Robbie McGrath, Sean O Mahoney 

Peter Comerford, Jack Crowe, Cillian Crowe, Javier Serrano, Bartosz Wawszczyk, Valeriu Turuta  
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U19 Team 

 

The U19’s first game was also against Doon and like the under 16s started off with a win.For the Abbey 

Daniel Facalet and Razvan Cojocaru were superb scoring all around them. On their second match the 

U19s played Askeaton and got narrowly beaten. The best players for the Abbey were Daniel Facalet and 

Nedas Petkus. 

In their last match the U19s knew that they had to play a good game against Kilfinnane to get past the 

group stage. In the first quarter the opposite team went into lead, but the Abbey fought back and 

managed to equalise. Even though Raazvan Cojocaru and Nedas Petkus both played excellent 

throughout it wasn’t enough to stop Kilfinnane and in the end the Abbey lost after a good performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: 

Daniel Facalet, Razvan Cojocaru, Sean Cannon, Igor Gamza, John Hogan, Evan Kennedy, Nicolas 

Serrano, Jona Lieblang 

Josh Creighton Snow, Fabian Barszczewski, Conall Grogan, Niall O Shea, Gavin Cussen, Evan Carrie, 

Jack Moylan, Diarmuid O Carroll 

Missing: Nedas Petkus 
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Abbey Rugby 
 

The Abbey School Senior Rugby Team had been very busy before Christmas and very successful too. The team 

defeated St. Clements College – Limerick and St. Patricks Castleisland – Kerry and Charleville CBS to claim a 

place in the O’Gorman Cup Final for 2022.  

O’Gorman Cup Final 

The Abbey School Tipperary claimed their second O Gorman Cup Munster Rugby title against Patrician Academy 

Mallow in Bruff RFC on a score line of 31-15.   

Patrician Academy started strong by winning their own kick off and had five minutes of continued possession 

inside the Abbey twenty-two metre line. The Tipperary men's defence held firm and won a penalty to clear their 

lines. After sustained Abbey pressure in the Mallow half, Oran Kelly finished a dominant attacking play for the 

Abbey by touching down in the corner to put 5 points on the board. However, he failed to convert the difficult 

kick.   

The Duhallow side got into their stride and after a strong display in defence and the Abbey were punished 17 

minutes in. Niall Carroll found space out wide and outran the Abbey covering defenders to score under the post, 

following a long and aggressive attacking play for Cork men. Sam Glynn then converted try to put Mallow ahead, 

5-7. The Academy were attacking straight from the kick off and after some big carries from Joseph Cagney and 

Gavin Sheehan, they won a penalty twenty-five metres from goals. Sam Gylnn again converted to stretch the 

Mallow lead to 10-5.   

The Tipperary side struggled to gain possession of the ball for long periods of the first half. Mallow controlled the 

game with the breeze for the next fifteen minutes. However late in the half the Abbey got their hands on the ball 

and after five minutes of sustained pressure, TJ Moloney drove over the line from 5 metres out. Following an Oran 

Kelly conversion from in front of the posts, the Abbey’s lead was restored to 12-10 with two minutes remaining of 

the first half.  

The Abbey came out for the second half playing with the aid of a strong wind and began to dominate procedures. 

On the 42nd minute, Paddy Crowe dived over the line to strengthen the Abbey’s lead. However, the Abbey failed 

to convert the try leaving one score still between the teams.  

From the resultant kick-off Paddy Kennedy cleared the Abbey lines with a massive kick chased by Raymond Kelly 

who won back possession deep in the Mallow half. With some great offloads and hands shown by the Abbey 

backs Oran Kelly finished the move in the corner. He converted the kick from a very difficult angle to stretch the 

Abbey lead to 24-10.  

Mallow responded and showed great determination to get back into the Abbey half. Darragh Lawlee and Ronan 

Lankford lead the charge with some big carries breaking tackles to get a foothold inside the Abbey twenty-two. 

After sustained pressure Sam Glynn found a gap in the defence and crashed over in the 55th minute. He failed to 

convert his try leaving the score 24-15.   

The Abbey was not finished however and from the kick-off which they retained and they utilised the pick and go to 

great effect from Darragh Barlow, Ben Ryan and Michael Coman. James Kilmartin finished the move with a try, 

which Kelly converted. This ensured the Abbey’s triumph over the gallant Cork side with time up.   

Best on the day for the Abbey were Michael Coman and Conor Farrell with some great carries, and Evan 

Kennedy who was superb in defence. The back three for Mallow were excellent Niall Carroll, Barry Taylor and 

Sean Bartley who had great pace and really tested the Abbey all day. The subs who came on for the Abbey really 

made a massive impact Paddy Kennedy, Evan Hawkins were great with ball in hand. Moss o Brien and Micheal O 

Dwyer put in some big hits to guide the Abbey to victory.  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Year Team 

Our First Year Team contested the John O Neill Memorial Cup Blitz on the 10th of November at Waterpark RFC. The 

Abbey played some excellent rugby throughout the day and found themselves playing the ‘A’ final v Cashel. The boys 

lost on a narrow score-line but all was not lost as they had the opportunity to meet Jack O’Donoghue, Munster Rugby 

Player pictured below. 

Well done to all the players! 
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Junior Rugby 
 

The Spring of 2022 proved fruitful for the U15 and U16 Rugby squads of the Abbey school with both claiming their 
respective titles. The U15’S claimed the Cleary Cup following a titanic game with Local rivals Clonmel High School. 
They defeated the south Tipperary side 26-21 after qualifying for the final via wins against Villiers, St Anne’s Killaloe 

and Cashel Community School.  
 

This success proved a springboard for the u16 side with many players part of both panels. Ably led by captain Cian 
McGrath they defeated Tarbert Community School in UL to claim the schools fourth ever Giles Shield. They defeated 

Mungret Community School SMI Newcastlewest and CastleIisland to reach this year’s decider.  
 

U15 Team: Javi Serrano, Matthew Kinnane, Joe Cotter,  Thomas Crosse, Faolan Doyle, Adrian McMahon, Patrick 
O’Conner, Donagh Diggins, Martin Fitzgibbon, Eoghan Ryan, Adam Ryan, Mark Flanagan, Conal Healy, Regan 
McCarthy, Jack Hourigan, Anthony Murphy, Niall Quinn, Shane O’Brien, Sean O’Shea, Darragh O’Hora, Alan 

Delaney, David Ryan, Evan Slattery, Tom Bradshaw, Cathal O’Mara, Jack Ryan  
 

U16 Team: Faolan Doyle, Donagh Diggins, Martin Fitzgibbon, Adam Ryan, Shane O’Brien, Sean O’Shea, Darragh 
O’Hora, Alan Delaney, Emmet Bonner, Adam Farrelly, Michael Bowes, Cian McGrath (CAPT), Sean Bourke, Paddy 
Chapman, Cian Cosgrove, Kyle Cussen,  Sean Farrell,  Josh Creighton Snow,  Alex Kearns, Padraig Bourke,  David 

Kingston, Joe Howard, Cilian Barlow, Evan Ryan, John Ryan, Conor Ryan, Scott Ryan  
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Unfortunately this term our competitive golf has been to a minimum due to covid 19 restrictions but it is 

hoped that schools competition can return in the new year. That’s not to say that some of our students 

haven’t been lighting up the fairways for their respective clubs. Pride of place must go to Donnacha Cleary 

who became the 2021 Irish Under-16 Boys Champion, after winning a six-hole play-off at Cahir Park Golf 

Club. The Tipperary Golf Club member defeated Tralee’s Mark Gaziin in the final.  

Cleary shot an impressive, 70, 72 and  71 to claim the national title in what was a fantastic achievement 

for his club, Tipperary and all of us in the school are very proud of his achievements. To add to this 

Donnacha claimed international honours by representing Ireland in the U16 Quadrangular Tournament in 

Wales in April. 

Elsewhere the Tipperary junior golf team claimed success with Abbey students again to the fore. The 

clubs Junior Foursomes team defeated Monkstown to win the East Munster Final with Abbey 

pupils Donnacha Cleary, Niall O’Shea and Paddy Kennedy helping to seal  the title for 

the Rathanny based club in what was the first team  in the 125 year history of Tipperary Golf Club to 

reach the All Ireland Final Series.  

Finally we had a very successful Golf Classic in conjunction with Arravale Rovers at Tipperary Golf club 

early in the term. A record number of teams entered the event with numerous businesses and individuals’ 

kindly sponsoring holes on the course.  

This year’s event was won by the team of Kevin O’Hora , James Hickey, Davy Fitzgerald and Tim 

Crowe.   

A big thank you is due to quite a number of people who contributed to the great success of the day both 

from an enjoyment and financial point of view. Firstly a big thanks to all our sponsors who donated very 

high quality prizes, contents of goodie bags and indeed delicious food afterwards. Thank you to 

Ricky O’Rawe for looking after the refreshments and to Tipperary Golf Club who hosted us so well.  

All this bodes well for schools golf in the new year and we wish all our players best of luck for the coming 

season. 

  

 

Left: Donnacha Cleary  

 

Right: Donnacha Cleary, 

Niall O’Shea and Paddy 

Kennedy 


