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Welcome

Noelle Leahy stepped into the big
shoes left vacant by Bernie O’Dwyer
while she was convalescing. We would
like to thank Noelle for her hard work
all year. Noelle has been a great
addition to the office staff and while
we will be sad to see her leave at the
end of the school year, we wish her all
the best for the future.

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to our end of year newsletter.
Whilst we spend most of our time working hard in class, school life is
about so much more. It is so important that we remember the many
events and activities that take place in the Abbey every day, week
and term.
Without these activities school life would lack the balance and fun
that prepares students for a full life with all the varied interests they
have. These activities allow us all to connect, students, teachers and
support staff. They are the glue that keeps us together as a school
community. They are the source of our identity as people and as a
school.

School works

Noelle Leahy

The Abbey grounds have undergone a lot of major works over the last
year. Along with the new PE Hall we have resurfaced the back yard
allowing us to better use the space we have available. The back of the
school has been painted which hugely improves the attractiveness
of the building. The school entrance has also been painted which is
enhanced by the new automated school gates. We have also walled off
the workman’s area of the school to further improve the appearance
and effective use of space. These works have made a considerable
improvement to the wellbeing of staff and students. Please note that
visitor access to the school is still through the main gate and not
through the PE hall entrance.

It is a source of great pride to see the level of participation across the
entire student body in all the activities that are happening throughout
the year and the enjoyment that it gives everyone.
We have much to reminisce on and much to celebrate. These are the
memories our students will have of school when they look back in
years to come.
My thanks to the many teachers who give so generously of their
time outside of the classroom in organising the endless list of extracurricular activities.
Special thanks to Ms. Ryan for her trojan work in seeking out and
collating the vast content and Mr. Jerry Ring for so generously giving
of his time to take the hundreds of photos for the school every year.
Míle buíochas agus bain sásta as.
John Kiely,
Principal

Staff News

Best wishes to Mr. Mossie Martin,
our Caretaker on his Retirement

New school gate

After 16 years of service, the Abbey bids farewell to our Caretaker
Mr. Mossie Martin. “Mossie” as he was affectionately known to the
staff and students was always busy with the many jobs he had to
complete on a daily, weekly and annual basis. He kept the school
playing pitches in immaculate condition throughout the year and
was seen jetting around in the tractor once Spring arrived. Looking
after the heating systems, the roof, waste, furniture and repairs were
daily chores and no job was too big or too small. Mossie kept his
shed in meticulous condition and he knew every detail about our
sprawling campus.
Mossie enjoyed the staff get-togethers at Christmas and Summer
where we got to see him relax for at least a couple of hours. Holidays
meant nothing to Mossie and he was always on hand to deal with
any out of hours call out for the alarm going off or a leaking pipe that
needed attending. You could always depend on Mossie.

Resurfacing of back yard and painting works

Parents’ Council

The Parents’ Council this year have focused on raising funds for the
works on the canteen. In order to raise money we organised bag
packing days in the local supermarkets. Many thanks to the Transition
Year students who helped out with this work.

We are thrilled for Mossie, his wife Kitty and family that he now has
the health to enjoy life, family, grandchildren and all that goes with it.
Mossie, thank you for your commitment, dedication and friendship
and we wish you many years of health and happiness in the years
ahead.

We would also like to acknowledge the work of the many parents
who helped out during the year with the provision of refreshments
especially on Open Night.
The Parents’ Council would also like to wish the students sitting exams
the very best of luck and to all the students leaving every success in
their future plans.
Chairperson: Catriona Hayes
Secretary: Siobhan Cleary
Treasurer: Christine Marnane

Tom Neville has joined the Abbey staff as our new Caretaker. We are
delighted Tom has joined us, he has made a very positive contribution
to our school already. Tom came to us at a difficult time following
Mossie’s sudden illness and was given a proverbial baptism of fire.
He has very much settled into his role now and we look forward to
working with him.
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Student Voice & Wellbeing

O’Connor and Mr. Darren Carew. We wish 6th year students Brian
O’Donovan, Niall Carew and James Cussen the very best for the future,
they have been stable musical contributors to school celebrations
during their 6 years in the school. Special thanks also to Sam Ryan
2nd Year and the 5th Year students led by Ms. S. O’ Gorman for the
wonderful musical accompaniment to the celebrations.

Merit Awards

This year our Merit Awards took place on Tuesday 14th May. This is
a very special occasion in the school calendar. The Extra Curricular
Award, the Courage and Resilience in Adversity and The Edmund
Rice Awards are nominated by students and teachers, the Academic
Excellence Awards are based on the best results in each year group.
It is always a pleasure to celebrate the contribution students make
personally, socially and academically to the life of the school.

Award winners
Extra-Curricular Achievements:
Evan McCarthy and Conor Martin
Courage and Resilience in Adversity:
Tom Kiely Marshall
Academic Excellence in Junior Certificate, Class of 2018:
Michéal O’Dwyer
Academic Excellence in Leaving Certificate, Class of 2018:
Séan Landers

Pat McDonagh, founder and owner of Supermac’s, presented the
awards. The former teacher turned successful businessman spoke
of a quote from Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar that has guided him
through his life “There is a tide in the affairs of men, which taken
at the flood, leads on to fortune”. He encouraged the students to
work on their goals telling them to “dream it, sleep on it and make it
happen.” We hope our students carry this message forward and work
hard to achieve these dreams.

The Edmund Rice Awards
First Year: Cillian Crowe
Second Year: Cormac Donovan
Third Year: Brian Marnane
Transition Year: Eamonn Ryan
Fifth Year: Kelan O’Connor
LCA1: Adam Cleary
Sixth Year: Robert Lewis
LCA2: Dara Ryan

A special thanks to the Parent’s Council for their support and
sponsorship of the Merit Awards and to organisers Ms. Caroline

Academic Excellence Awards
First Year: Joe O’Callaghan
Second Year: Shane O’Connor
Third Year: Simon Crehan
Transition Year Student of the Year: Brian O’Donnell
Fifth Year: Michéal O’Dwyer
LCA1: Kieran Ryan
Sixth Year: Brian O’Donovan
LCA2: Evan Breen
Pat McDonagh at Merit Awards 2019

Merit Award Winners 2019
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We encourage all students to be supportive of this work and to be
mindful of the waste they produce and the effect that this is having
on our school community but also on the environment. We hope they
will be inspired by environmental activist Greta Thunberg who has
shown that students and young people can make their voices heard.

Student Council

The Student Council is a representative body for all the students in this
school. The council helps to improve the school’s environment and
facilities, allowing students to enjoy their time spent at The Abbey.
The Student Council works with The Board of Management and The
Parents’ Council, putting forward positive suggestions to improve the
school. The Student Council gives students a voice, allowing for their
suggestions and recommendations to reach management and staff.
The majority of the school population is made up of students, so the
Student Council is important as it represents this majority.
I was elected by my school classmates in 1st year to be their
representative on the Student Council. I have remained part of the
Council and it is a great aspect of school life to be involved in.
Council Officials are elected at the first meeting of the year, where
you could be given a role in which they can perform for the school
year. Other student come to our monthly meeting which is equally as
vital, as talking about issues or recommendations from classmates is
as good a role as any.
We have done many positive things as a Council for the school. Many
of you are aware of the water fountains up Social and Pastoral Area,
the Council worked with Mr. Kiely and Mr. Donovan to get water
fountains for the students, and they have been very beneficial. We
are annually involved in the Merit Awards which celebrate students
in the school. The Student Council works with local charities, like the
Lions Club, to give support to the local community, with collections,
bag packing and non-uniform days. We are developing future
projects, for example; at the moment we are discussing and looking
into additional seating areas to allow students to sit and relax during
their lunchtimes.
Without the Student Council improvement could not be made, as day
to day issues would otherwise never reach management and staff
who can rectify and help in providing the right school environment.
When students and teachers are able to communicate it can only
help to improve and develop the state of our school for the student
body, and to bring changes that help us to learn, socialise and have a
fun atmosphere when at school. We all need to learn and develop in
school and with changes going to management as a result of student
cooperation the Student Council does hold a strong purpose within
The Abbey School. (Ronan Finnan)

The Greenschools committee members are:
Chairman: Alex Daly, Vice Chairman: Liam Downey, Secretary:
Oisin McCall, Assistant Secretary: Mark Kelly, PRO: Sulayman
Bouabaz. Also Graham Bourke, Shane O’Connor, Fergal Brennan, Sam
Ryan, James Daniels, Thomas O’Dwyer, Maxime Moiteaux, Cillian
Crowe, Frank Booth, John O’Brien and Dominic Hayes (Oisin McCall)

Greenschools Committee

Heart Health Week at The Abbey School

As part of this year’s YSI (Young Social Innovation) programme, our
Transition Year 2 students set up a “Heart Health Week” initiative
under the guidance of their teachers, Ms. McCarthy for students
and teachers on Valentine’s Week in association with The Irish Heart
Foundation. The aim of the initiative was to encourage a healthy and
balanced lifestyle through exercise and diet, the controllable factors
in our lives. The students organised various activities during this
week, in hope that the school community would try to make positive
changes to their health and wellbeing.

Greenschools

A Greenschools Committee was formed in December of this year.
The theme we are working on is Litter and Waste. The aim of the
Committee is to achieve a Green flag for the school by May 2020.
We used this year to create the foundations for the next school year.
We carried out surveys about how waste is created and treated in
the school. We also surveyed the litter problem in the school and
identified litter blackspots. We are using the data we collected to
create our plan for the future
Some things we plan on doing are:
• A ban on single use plastic bottles in the school from September
2019
• New external bins where we have identified litter problems
especially at the Supervalu entrance to the school
• A cleaning rota giving students responsibility for their area in the
school
• An anti-litter campaign
• Introduction of new bin systems in the canteen and gym
• Use of a compost bin in the staffroom and in the canteen to
reduce our food waste going to landfill.
• A reduce campaign to promote less use of single use packaging in
lunchboxes
• A ban on lollipops in the tuck shop following an identified litter
problem with the sticks.

TY Students at the launch of Heart Health Week.

At the start of the week, the school welcomed a guest speaker from
the Irish Heart Foundation. Caoimhe gave a detailed talk on heart
health, and showed students the negative impacts our lifestyles
can have on our hearts. She was very informative about the kinds
of diets which can be of benefit to students, both to those carrying
out competitive sporting activities and to the students who are less
active but still need necessary energy for studying and school life.
She also helped to show how much exercise is needed to stay fit
and active, with her recommendation being 60 minutes of physical
exercise per day.
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a large number of the school community learned the skill of handsonly CPR and can help if there ever was a first response situation.
TY students raised money to help the Irish Heart Foundation, which
is a charitable organisation. The organisation works using donations
and volunteer work, so the students and school were happy to help
raise vital money in Dunnes Stores, Tipperary Town in order to help
the Irish Heart Foundation keep doing the beneficial work they were
carrying out.

1st Years learning how to do hand only CPR.

Caoimhe also showed how to read labels of food products, to see
which types of food and brands of food have a healthy amount of
sugars and fats, and which have an excess of sugars and fats and
that should not be a regular part of your diet. Many students who
took part in the talk found in very informative and worthwhile, in
order to learn what was needed for their heart health and overall
health.

1st Years taking part in ‘Drop Everything and Move’ with Josh Ryan

Another activity ran over the week was an exercise activity, ran by
former student, Josh Ryan. A “Drop Everything and Move” session
had junior level students substitute their schoolbooks for half an
hour, in order to get active and moving with a range of exercises to
strengthen their heart. Squatting, planking, jumping jacks and sprints
had the students heart rates up, and allowed all students to stay
physically active.
First Year Heart Health Quiz Winners.

To introduce a healthy and balanced diet to students, every break
time TY students had a variety of fruit available for students to try and
enjoy. This allowed students the opportunity to try fruit they had not
tasted before and was a positive step in having students introduce
fruit and vegetables to their diets. The TY students also developed
“The Abbey Heart Health”, recipe booklet which is comprised of
handpicked healthy and easy recipes for our students to try at home.
This can be availed of on our website. The students also designed the
booklet filling it with their own artwork with help from Ms. Carey
and Mr. Carew.

Other initiatives included: heart dissections ran in science and
biology classes, to learn about the heart and how it works. Pulse
rate calculations and blood pressure reading were also carried out. A
trip to Cook medical gave students knowledge on aspects of hearts,
like stints that are used to help with blockages in arteries and veins.
Heart Health Quizzes were a fun way for students to learn about their
heart health through general knowledge and fun group involvement.
(Ronan Finnan)

Wellbeing week

Our inaugural Wellbeing Week at the school took place during the first
week of April. Wellbeing is now an integral component of the school
curriculum. We also know that the mental health and wellbeing of
our students is critical to success in school and life. Schools play a
vital role in the promotion of positive mental health in students. On
Monday 01st April, a unique event called “Managing my Wellbeing in
the GAA” took place in the new PE Hall. A panel made up of Conor
Sweeney – Captain of Tipperary Senior Football Panel and Geography
teacher at the school, John Kiely – Principal and Limerick Senior
Hurling Manager, Johnny Ryan – Current Leaving Cert Student,
underage dual star representing Tipperary in both football and
hurling, captaining the Tipperary Minor Hurlers to a Munster title in
2018, Aislinn Connolly – former Galway camogie player and current
analyst with The Sunday Game, Jamie Wall – former Cork dual star
and currently manager of Mary Immaculate College Senior Hurling
Team and Seán Finn – current player Limerick Senior Hurling player
were interviewed by Mr. Seán Mullins who acted as an inspirational
MC for the event.

TY students pictured at the break-time fruit stall.

A major part of heart health is the negative impact your lifestyle
can have on your heart. Heart attacks, cardiac arrests and strokes
are all results of when your heart stops beating at a regular rhythm
and are brought on from clots and pressure that are the results of
your diet and exercise, but sometimes this may not even be the case.
Sometimes a person in full health may suffer a cardiac arrest. In order
to help in situations where these occur, the school rolled out handsonly CPR classes for students. Very few people in Ireland can respond
when an incident like this happens, so educating people with the
knowledge of CPR is hugely beneficial and it can be life-saving. Mr.
Mullins and Ms. McCarthy ran the courses with the year groups, so

A panel discussion took place for over an hour with opportunities
for the audience which included, students, teachers, parents and
the wider community to ask questions of the team. This event gave
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students a great insight into how to look after the physical, mental
and emotional aspects of being a top-level athlete.

Enjoying a break from the saddle in Kilmeaden Train Station.

Third, TY and Sixth years were privileged to be part of a moving
and powerful session from Peter Ryan of Upperchurch. Peter was
a teenager, with a bright future ahead of him both professionally
and on the field, representing the Tipperary minor hurlers in 2008.
However, less than 18 months later, he has diagnosed with a rare
genetic disorder, resulting in the loss of his sight over a very short
space of time. Overtime, he adapted to his life limiting condition and
he has become a full-time athlete and cyclist representing Ireland
in two Paralympic competitions. Despite his affliction, he has a
very positive outlook and the take home message for the students,
especially those in exam classes was to put things in perspective,
take every day as it comes and try to keep stress relating to the
upcoming exams to a minimum.

The panel from ‘Managing My Wellbeing in the GAA’

Tuesday saw sixty students along with Mr. Riall, Mr. Hayes, Mr.
Quirke and Ms. Quinn take on the challenge of cycling the full 47km
Waterford Greenway commencing in Dungarvan and ending in
Waterford city. Despite some changeable weather in Tipperary that
morning, the ‘Sunny South East’ did not disappoint, and the group
were blessed with plenty of sunshine with a scattered shower in
between. Over the week a number of guest speakers presented to
students. Senior students engaged in “Beat the Blues” workshops
with James Moroney from Aware and Mindfulness and RSE
workshops from Tipperary Youth Service.

Peter Ryan, Paraolympic Champion speaks to students during Wellbeing Week

Cyclists ready to hit off on the Waterford Greenway. Up the Deise!

A full house for ‘Managing My Wellbeing in the GAA’
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Third year students heard from local lady and sailor, Mary
Frawley who is recently home after spending almost a year at sea
participating in the Clipper Race. The Clipper Race is unique in that
it trains non-professionals to be ocean faring sailors. The idea of a
circumnavigation had always been a dream for Mary and the nurse
from Emly described the Clipper Race as the adventure of a lifetime.
The team battled hurricane force winds, waves up to 14 metres,
crossed five oceans and visited twelve host ports on six different
continents, completing a 40,000 nautical mile circumnavigation. The
students listened very attentively to Mary and were very enthused
by the experience which she had. First and Second year students
participated with Online Safety workshops which was very apt
given the level of danger they are exposed to on social media. These
workshops were carried out by John Lillis, Student Advisor with
Bank of Ireland. Some junior groups were also involved with “Drop
Everything and Move” initiatives throughout the week.

also know that students who have higher levels of wellbeing tend
to have better cognitive outcomes in school. ESRI research found
that ‘children with higher levels of emotional, behavioural, social
and school wellbeing had higher levels of academic achievement
subsequently (at ages 11, 14, and 16)’. Therefore, wellbeing and
learning are inextricably connected. Wellbeing is an going initiative
and process and this week highlighted the importance of it and the
involvement of all school stakeholders. We hope to build on it for the
next school year. (Mr. C. Hayes)

TY and 5th Year Students at a site investigation visit to Cook Medical,
Limerick on February 14th

CSPE class visits Cloughjordan Eco Village

Some of the very topical and current issues dealt with in Junior Cycle
CSPE are the environment, sustainability and ecological footprints.
These were the areas that were focused on during the 2nd year trip
to the Ecovillage in Cloughjordan organised by Ms. Kay O’Dwyer and
Ms. Irene Ryan.

Third year students with Mary Frawley

Special thanks to Ms. McCarthy, Mr. Hayes and all the school Wellbeing
Committee for organising the event, all teachers that participated in
activities and most importantly the guest speakers and visitors for
making it the success that it was. Monies raised through entry to
the panel discussion and a non-uniform day were donated to three
worthy charities, Cystic Fibrosis Ireland, Aware and Pieta House.

The Ecovillage is a wonderful example of sustainable living through
its ecological design and building methods, community farm and
alternative energy and heat production. The Abbey students were
treated to a tour of the Ecovillage by a group of volunteers who
dedicate 100 hours of their time each year to work on different

Wellbeing matters in the here and now. It is important because all
students have a right to feel cared for in our school. That said, we

2nd year students enjoying the trip to Cloughjordan’s Ecovillage.
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projects within the community. The boys were shown the store from
which the produce from the farm and other locally sourced produce is
sold, the farm itself where organic farming is practiced, the different
styles of home and the type of eco-friendly building method used,
including a cob house. They were also shown the solar panel field
and the community woodchip burning boilers that heat water for the
whole community. Many eyebrows were raised at the ‘organic toilet’
and many preferred to stick with the traditional sanitary facilities
while some braved it!
The Ecovillage allowed us to use their outdoor amphitheatre in order
to eat their lunch. In keeping with the theme of the day many of the
students brought a packed lunch in a lunch box and avoided the
waste of single use plastics for the day. The day was rounded off
by an entertaining game of soccer on the Eco Village’s community
field. Many thanks to the students who conducted themselves in an
interested and respectful manner and made the day enjoyable for
all. (Ms. I. Ryan)

“Be Inspired” Talk with Joanne O’Riordan

During the month of March, The Abbey 5th year students were
invited to a “Be Inspired” event hosted by Canon Hayes Recreation
Centre. The event consisted of inspirational speeches from a number
of high profile speakers, including Abbey principal John Kiely and the
incredibly inspiring Joanne O’Riordan. Mr. Kiely gave an insight into
the long and often arduous journey that has led to the success he has
enjoyed with the Limerick senior team, explaining how hard work,
passion and constantly striving for personal progress will ultimately
lead to unquantifiable reward.

Mattie McGrath

Mattie McGrath T.D. visited the school as part of the CSPE Junior
Cycle programme. Mr. McGrath gave all 2nd year students an
account of life as a local politician and T.D. in Dáil Eireann. The talk
was organised by second-year CSPE students as part of their Action
project. Students from 2A1 contacted Mr. McGrath to organise the
visit and they set up separate committees which gave responsibility
to each student in the class to organise the morning. Mr. McGrath
spoke about issues affecting the Tipperary Town community including
his requests to Heather Humphrey and Leo Varadkar to work with the
March for Tipp group to bring jobs to the area. He encouraged the
Abbey students to be active in their communities and to try to affect
change and to enter politics. He kindly brought a gift for each of the
2nd years, a photo of the 1st sitting of Dáil Eireann for the 100th
Anniversary and also a copy of the Proclamation of the Irish Republic.
(Ms. I . Ryan)

5th Year students attending the “Be Inspired” event
at The Canon Hayes Recreation Centre

The highlight of the event was undoubtedly the educational, inspiring
and surprisingly comedic speech given by Joanne herself. She gave
us a wonderful insight into her highly competitive nature, telling of
her love for sport, as well as how she consistently maintains her level
of motivation and her insatiable desire for self-betterment. Joanne
was a marvellous speaker and she showcased why she has become
globally renowned for her tremendous attitude towards life. It was
a truly educational and informative few hours for all who attended,
and the Abbey would like to thank Canon Hayes Recreation Centre
for the invitation. (Darragh Collins)

Wellness Room Mural

Transition Year students recently worked with Artist-In-Residence
Neil O’Dwyer to create a beautiful mural in our new Wellness Room.
The resulting mural shows a calm ocean scene and is a wonderful
addition to the new school Wellness Room which is open at lunch
times for all pupils to enjoy a safe space for relaxation, reading or
board games. We would like to thank Neil O’Dwyer for his support
and guidance. (Ms. J. Carey)

Mattie McGrath visiting with 2nd years.

TY Students who worked on the Wellness Room Mural.
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The life of a First Year in The Abbey

extremely generous anonymous donor. The Brother Thomas Horgan
Scholarship programme will run in The Abbey for a further nine years.
The difficult task of choosing the worthy winner fell to teacher Ms.
Aine O’Mahoney, Mr. Michael O’Dwyer and Mr. Conor Hayes. Twentytwo sixth year students applied, and we congratulate Denis Moloney
on being the first Abbey student to receive the scholarship. (Ms. Aine
O’ Mahoney)

by Cillian Crowe 1A1
The thought of starting First Year was very daunting. I was nervous,
frightened and apprehensive walking through the doors as I began
my first day in The Abbey School. What made matters worse, when
we were all together in assembly my classmates looked ten times
the size of me. The Abbey School seemed huge, confusing and I was
bound to get lost.
Over the following weeks I began to enjoy going from class to class,
being in a different room for each subject and having the freedom
I didn’t have in primary school. I quickly found my way around the
school and made many new friends.
At the start of the year there was loads of information about clubs,
sports and committees. I have taken part in hurling, football and
soccer. I am also part of the Student Council and the Greenschools
Committee.
In mid-November we had our first major assessments as First Years,
which we found out are taken very seriously in the school. You had
to be very organised to in the exams. If you have training one night
you have to study more the next night. I also made out a revision
timetable and flashcards which helped me a lot for the run up in the
exams.
Another much anticipated event for First Years is the annual school
tour to Ballyhass Lakes. This year it is on the 17th of May. We will do
a variety of different activities and it is always great fun.
This year I feel I am more organised, more self-assured and more
confident than I was before I came into The Abbey School. I’ve had
an amazing year and I’m looking forward to Second Year. I wish the
new First Years the very best of luck!

Pat McDonagh of Supermac’s, Denis Moloney, this years recipient of the Brother
Thomas Horgan Scholarship, Ms. Caroline O’Connor and Mr. John Kiely.

Abbey Careers’ Fair

The Abbey School Careers’ Fair took place recently on Friday January
18th 2019 in the new PE Hall. There were forty exhibition stands
present on the day. These were made up of Universities, Institutes of
Technology, Agricultural Colleges, Post Leaving Certificate Colleges,
Apprenticeships in addition to some professional organisations
and companies from the Engineering, Pharmaceutical and Financial
Services sectors. It is an event which is growing year on year.
Having the new hall as the venue meant that an invitation could be
extended to other secondary schools in the area. We were delighted
to welcome our neighbours, St. Anne’s and St. Ailbe’s in addition to
Cashel Community School and Scoil na Tríonóide Naofa, Doon.

News and Events

Agricultural Science Award winner

The Tipperary Co-op award for the highest result in the Leaving
Certificate Agricultural Science was achieved by Tadhg Hayes from
Lattin. This award highlights his achievement and hard work in the
area of Agricultural Science. He is currently studying Business Studies
in University of Limerick. The school would like to thank Tipperary
Co-op for kindly presenting this award each year.

Students in attendance at recent Careers’ Fair in The Abbey School.

TY Students who worked on the Wellness Room Mural.

School Scolarship

We are excited to introduce a new Academic Scholarship to The Abbey
School. The Brother Thomas Horgan Scholarship commenced this year
and all 6th year students were given the opportunity to apply. The
scholarship offers the winning recipient both financial and mentoring
support during his third level education and has been provided by an

Science Department Teachers Ms. Eavan Ryan and Ms. Niamh McCarthy enjoying
the Abbey Careers Fair in the new PE Hall on January 18th.
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Other notable submissions:
I should have worn my seatbelt. Sean Lewis
One scar tells ten thousand stories. Evan McCarthy
I ran. I never looked back. James McLaughlin
My scars tell all my stories. Jake Ryan
My six words were not enough. Cillian Crowe

This was an excellent opportunity for students to collect an
abundance of information all under one roof and for parents and
guardians to have any questions answered locally without having
to travel to various colleges or companies. Many thanks to Mr.Conor
Hayes for organising the event, also to Transition Students for
running the event on the day. Most importantly the school extends
its appreciation to all the exhibitors who attended, some of them
travelled long distances to be there on the day. We wish our 6th year
students the very best as they sit their exams and finalise their career
choices in the coming weeks. (Mr. C. Hayes)

MFL Quiz

On Thursday the 11th of April , we welcomed 2nd year students from
St. Anne’s and St. Ailbe’s for a modern foreign languages quiz. The
quiz was organised for students of French and German in the three
secondary schools of Tipperary Town in order to promote languages
within our school by language teacherS Ms. I. Ryan and Ms.K.
O’Dwyer. Our second year monophones were not left out however
as they were a great help on the day by correcting the answer
sheets, doing the corrections and providing our teacher visitors with
refreshments.

Wellread Initiative

The Wellread Initiative continued this term, we were delighted to see
the Modern Foreign Languages Department getting involved with a
MFL and Culture Quiz . The quiz was a huge success and included
2nd Year pupils from St. Anne’s , St. Ailbe’s and The Abbey.
The Writer in Residence Programme took a new direction this year
with a six-week drama workshop. Author and dramatist Martina
Reilly took the students on a challenging journey exploring issues
such as, Child Labour, Voting Age and Climate Change. The following
is one student’s account of the workshop: “As the weeks went on,
the change in our confidence and concentration was remarkable.
We were divided into different groups to devise our own scenes,
for example, when exploring Global Warming we put on a group
scene, one group used their bodies to create a car, another group
created a windmill and another a bus! It was only as we saw the final
production that we realised how creative we were. The scene came
alive on stage with sound effects, action and warnings ‘More heat
less ice’ to the rhythm of the puffing train.”
Once again The Art Department, engaged with the challenge! The
Creative Schools Programme encouraged students to engage with
the arts, art is the most visual form of reading, one with which we
interact on a daily basis. By encouraging students to engage creatively,
they develop confidence, curiosity and cultural appreciation. Creative
Associate Enda Griffin guided the pupils successfully through this
initiative. Dr. Dennis Marnane spoke to the pupils about the history
of The Abbey School, having discovered that the school has a history
which spans seven hundred and eighteen years, the boys assisted by
Mr. Neil O’Dwyer, created a mural in the new sports’ hall.
Dr. Marnane’s talk can be found on The Abbey School YouTube
channel. We are sure that this highly informative talk will be of
interest beyond the school community. (Brenda O’Donnell)

MFL Quiz winners with teacher from The Abbey, St. Anne’s and St. Ailbe’s

The quizmasters for the day were Daragh O’Brien and Eoin Doocey
who did a fantastic job despite some of the challenging questions they
were faced with. James Daniels did a stellar job as the scorekeeper,
he was not fazed by the thirty plus tables of results he had to keep
track off.
Congratulations to the winners of the day from Table 1: Taylor
McCarthy from St. Anne’s, Alannah Hartnett from St. Ailbe’s and
Emmet Lawless and Sean Kinston from The Abbey. (Ms. I. Ryan)

Evan Breen – A day in the life on a Garda

Once asked to write a full story in six words, legend has it that
novelist Ernest Hemingway responded: “For Sale: baby shoes, never
worn.” First Year students were given the same challenge. Below are
the winning submissions from 1A1:
Wife hides phone when husband’s around. Shane Quigley
17th of December: She’s gone forever. Patrick English

On the 30th of March John Hennessey, the Community Garda in
Tipperary Town came to the school to let me shadow him for the
day and get an inside look at what the life of a Garda is like. He
showed me different types of rooms like the medical room and the
interview room, he then showed me how he operates his computer
and how everything works on the Pulse system which all members
of An Garda Sióchana use. At 11 O’clock we went for tea and he
talked to me about different clubs you can join when you join the
force like the Garda gun club for example. He went through how the

2nd years taking part in the Drama Workshop

Evan Breen from LCA 2 who recently did a work placement with An Garda
Síochána. Pictured with Community Garda John Hennessy

Can you tell a story in exactly six words?
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Gardaí cover your medical insurance and what it’s like training in
Templemore. After that we went back up to the station so I could talk
to the Superintendant. Garda Hennessey is very professional and sets
a good example for the An Garda Síochána. (Evan Breen)

The tasks the students had to complete included measuring the rate
of Longshore drift (the movement of material along a coastline),
constructing a beach profile, measuring the height and frequency
of waves and measuring the height of sand dunes. Equipment used
to complete these tasks included a clinometer, a trundle wheel, a
measuring tape, a compass, a ranging poles,a quadrat and recoding
sheets. Each student in the group had a specific role to play in
completing each activity. Each group would also complete each
task on the day recording the results of each task along with the
difficulties and challenges experienced on the day.
Weather conditions play a huge role in geographical investigations
and the weather on this particular day was lovely and it allowed for
the completion of every task by each group which was very important.
Over the course of the next twelve months the students will complete
a workbook giving a detailed account of their investigation. This
booklet will be completed in class with the help of their teacher and
will then be sent away to be corrected externally.
This was a fantastic experience for everyone involved especially for
the students who applied themselves extremely well and thoroughly
enjoyed their trip to the beautiful coast of Waterford. (Mr. C. Sweeney)

Art News

The Creative Schools Programme
The Abbey School was one of only four schools in Tipperary selected
to participate in The Creative Schools Pilot Programme this January,
which is a new initiative set up by the Arts Council of Ireland.
Here in The Abbey School we want to encourage pupils to actively
participate in creativity and the arts. The Creative Schools Programme
affords pupils new opportunities to engage with artists and creators
by bringing them into the classroom. Confidence, perseverance, selfexpression, critical thinking and analytic skills, cultural appreciation
and creativity are only some of the many skills that can be gained
by engaging in an arts-rich education. Transition Year Art pupils
participated in Animation Workshops in conjunction with The
Creative Schools Programme, run by The Arts Council of Ireland. We
were fortunate enough to receive tuition from artist-in-residence
Dominique Davoust. Dominique is a local videographer, photographer
and animator. Dominique worked with the students and guided them
to design and animate their very own Animated Videos, which can be
viewed on our school YouTube Channel. Participants were shown how
to use editing software such as Adobe ‘After-Effects’ and ‘Photoshop’.
We want to thank Dominique Davoust and Creative Associate, Enda
Griffin, for all their help and guidance throughout the project.
Teacher Door Sign Project
L.C.A. 2 Pupils decided to use their art skills to create door signs
for every teacher’s room in the school. The pupils hand-painted each
sign carefully to reflect the nature of the subject taught in that room.
This project has been very helpful for new pupils, visitors and parents
when navigating the school. Well done to all involved! (Ms. J. Carey)

5th years working on their geographical investigation
on Bunmahon beach, Co. Waterford.

Bond Trader Event

Sixteen 5th year students travelled to Thurles on Friday the 29th
March to attend A Bank Of Ireland sponsored Bond Trader event.
The concept behind the event was to show an understanding of the
stock market, bonds and economic activity. Students were split into
teams of four and had to anticipate the effects of a major world
issue event occurring and the consequent affect that would have
on the stock markets, bond yields and general economic activity. A
total of six schools attended with over 40 different teams taking part.
Two Abbey teams finished in the top six with one team finishing 3rd
and the other placed 6th. The students found it very educational and
enjoyable and learned a lot about stock markets, governments bonds
and economic activities. (Mr. Dan Riall)

Teacher Door Signs by LCA2 students

5th year Geography Field Trip to Bunmahon,
Co. Waterford
As part of the Geography curriculum our Geography students are
required to complete a Geographical investigation worth 20%
of their overall grade for the subject. Our investigation involved
observing the geomorphic processes which help shape our coastal
environment. We departed The Abbey for Bunmahon beach in
Waterford at 8.30 AM on March 7th. Upon arrival we were greeted
by Tina, a lady who would guide us through our field investigation
on the beach. The students were divided into groups of six and were
assigned various tasks to complete throughout the day. These tasks
encouraged excellent teamwork skills as well as full participation
from each student.

Bond Trader Event
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French Film

“Private Peaceful” Projects

This year’s French film, made available through the Irish Film Institute
to the Excel cinema, was Keeper. The transition year and fifth year
students who attended the film in February were treated to this
cautionary tale. In this debut feature, two teens grow up fast in the
wake of an unexpected pregnancy. Maxime and Mélanie are a typical
teenage couple. Like most love struck fifteen-year-olds, they can’t
get enough of each other and they think they’ll be together forever.
But when Mélanie becomes pregnant, their worlds are rocked and
Keeper reminds us that the burden of adult decisions does not fall to
adults alone. This was a very emotional and thought-provoking film
and was enjoyed by all. (Ms. I. Ryan)

Music News

Private Peaceful projects by 1st years

Junior Cycle Music: Congratulations to the 3rd Year Music class on
their recent performances for the Junior Cert Music practical exam.
This is the first 3rd year group to sit the Music exam here in the
Abbey School. Well done to them all and best of luck to them for the
written paper in June.

First Year English students recently completed their project on Michael
Morpurgo’s war time novel “Private Peaceful”. They developed their
key skills of managing information and thinking, working with others,
communicating, being creative, being literate and being numerate
while researching the causes of The First World War , No Man’s Land
and The Trenches, writing diary entries, newspapers reports and
alternative endings. (Ms. C. O’Connor)

Former Abbey student Nicholas Ryan-Purcell
visits the school
The filmmaker and former Abbey student Nicholas Ryan-Purcell came
to the school on Tuesday the 31st of April of this year to showcase
to the fifth year and LCA students his documentary entitled “This is
Nicholas – Living With Autism Spectrum Disorder”.
In his documentary Nicholas details his life with Asperger’s
Syndrome, using both the accounts of his family and friends and his
own commentary to give an in-depth account of his life with autism.
He describes many of the obstacles that faced him during his life and
all the ways he used to cope with these struggles while growing up.
The documentary also highlights Nicholas’ struggle with depression
from a young age and the “critical inner voice” that would torment
him for a large portion of his life.
Nicholas put a great emphasis on the people who helped and
encouraged him throughout his life, including Ms. O’Donnell who
taught Nicholas while he was a student here in the Abbey and she is

First year music class

First year students are engaging in the new Junior Cycle Music
programme, they are enjoying learning the ukulele and recorder.
TY Music: After the hugely successful Musical ‘Guys and Dolls’ TY
students had the option of keeping on music and exploring other
areas of music. They have been busy completing projects and we also
have a few students learning the ukulele. (Ms. S. O’Gorman)

Nicolas Ryan Purcell visits the school with his award winning documentary.
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TY News

still teaching in the school today. In the documentary Nicholas was
very thankful for all the great people he knew throughout his life and
he emphasised all the selfless things that these people did to help
Nicholas with his personal development.
Nicholas also included many of the escapes that he had during his
life, including everything from locomotives to filmmaking. Nicholas’
love of these escapes was clear to all watching, and it was easy for
everyone to see his passion for them as they were heavily featured
during his documentary. The documentary also included many of the
ways in which Nicholas achieved great things through his passions,
like how he won awards for his documentaries in the past.
There was a Questions and Answers session after the documentary
was shown and everyone listened closely to what Nicholas had
to say. All in attendance were impressed by Nicholas’ incredible
filmmaking prowess and the easy-to-understand way in which he
portrayed autism and depression in his outstanding documentary.
Everyone here in The Abbey wishes Nicholas the best in his future
filmmaking. (Patrick O’Callaghan)

Young Social Innovators & The Art
Department: A Cross-Curricular Project

Since September Transition Year Students have been working on
developing their Young Social Innovators Project 2019 – ‘Sign of
the Times’. This year the aim of the student’s project was to raise
awareness about Deafness in the local community. The students
wanted to teach as many people as possible in both the school and
community basic Irish Sign Language.

Lions Club Student of The Year Award 2019

Congratulations to Eamonn Ryan (TY) who won the 2019 Lions
Student of the Year Award which was presented to him in the Excel on
Tuesday 7th May. The Tipperary Lions Club Student of the Year Award
is given to one student from each of the three secondary schools
in Tipperary Town. The teachers in each school select the students
based on their many merits and the student’s positive contribution
and impact in the school and wider community.

1st Years students learning Irish Sign Language

We got in touch with Anne Bradshaw, who works as a Community
Development Officer for Disability Services with the HSE. Anne
suggested supporting us in making a Disability Awareness
Educational Video which would focus on explaining what it is like
to live with a hearing impairment and could be shared on both our
school website and the HSE website.
In January with the help of Dominique Davoust, a local videographer,
and Kirsty O’Connor, a volunteer with the HSE and a qualified
Occupational Therapist, the students set about designing the video.
The aim was to create an educational video which would show the
basics of Irish Sign Language and to also explain what life is like
living with a hearing impairment.
The group worked with the Art Department in order to enhance the
Educational Video further by animating the video using student art
work. This linked the Y.S.I. Project and the Creative Schools Pilot
Programme. In art class, Transition Year Pupils were fortunate enough
to be selected to work with Enda Griffen, Creative Associate with the
Creative Schools Pilot Programme run by the Arts Council of Ireland.
Through this initiative pupils were taught the basics of Animation.
At the same time, pupils were also receiving Basic Irish Sign Language
Classes from Elena Sawczenko. During YSI Week, the team took on
board the lessons learned from Elena and became Peer Leaders
themselves as they designed lessons and taught basic Irish Sign
Language to Junior Cycle Pupils in our school, further spreading the
message of inclusion.

Eamonn Ryan receiving his Lyons Club Award

Eamonn was part of the TY Enterprise team who won a merit award
in Thurles. He exceeds at teamwork, initiative and enterprise skills.
He is an enthusiastic volunteer and gets involved in many projects.
Eamonn is very popular and respected amongst his peers because of
his positivity, integrity and kind heart. We are delighted, through the
Lions Club Student of the Year Award, to highlight his contribution
to our school and wider community. Eamon was awarded €200 and
again proving was an outstanding young man he is, he donated this
money to the Moorehaven Centre.

LCA1 visit Limerick Prison

Our LCAs went on a visit to Limerick Prison recently as part of their
English and Personal Reflection modules. They were taken on a
guided tour of the prison and learnt about life for a prisoner from
the moment they enter the penal system to those nearing the end
of their sentences. Students saw the different types of cells prisoners
are housed in from committal cells to isolation units to the divisions
where the general population are housed and those that are kept
on protection. They were also given the opportunity to interview
prisoners to see the effect prison life has had on their life. A heartfelt
thanks to Colm Lawlor of the Irish Prison Service for the thorough
and comprehensive tour of the prison.

TY students meeting Finian Mc Grath
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Cappanlea

On March 29th, pupils travelled to The Lyrath Convention Centre
in Kilkenny and gave a Performance and Presentation on their
Social Issue of Concern: Deaf Awareness which received excellent
feedback and won an award for ‘Best Props’ on the day. Despite not
progressing to the next stage of the competition, pupils had more
good news to come!

This year, the Transition Year students of 2018-19 spent a week in
Cappanalea Adventure Centre in Kerry, just like past Abbey students
have done, for the twenty-two years prior. The aim of the week-long
course is to learn about team building, focusing on how you, as an
individual, can make your contribution to the effectiveness of a team.
Through a wide range of adventure sports and field study activities
alike, not only did they learn about the aforementioned aim, but
they also all achieved a great sense of gratification from the whole
experience. The week spent there and the memories made are some
that they will remember and cherish for many a year to come. (Jack
Flannery)

In April, we were excited to receive news that we had secured a
meeting in Leinster House with Finian Mc Grath TD, Minister of State
with Special Responsibility for Disability Issues.
On May 8th, the students travelled to Dublin to make a presentation
to the Minister and to explain our project goals. Pupils requested
support for one of our project aims which was the introduction of Irish
Sign Language Classes into the Junior Cycle Curriculum as a possible
short course or as a module on the new Wellbeing Curriculum at
Junior Cycle. The pupils discussed creating a more inclusive society
for all and the research undertaken, as well as the difficulties faced
by those with a hearing impairment. The Minister pledged to endorse
the development of the Irish Sign Language Training App based on
our videos and research and is willing to support the implementation
of ISL Classes at Junior Cycle.
Following on from our visit to Leinster House the team have been
invited to appear on Ireland AM to discuss our Project further. Filming
will take place in June.

Gaisce – The President’s Awards

Gaisce is a self-development programme that encourages young
people aged 15-26 to get active, take on a new challenge and make
a difference in their community.
This year twelve Transition Year students participated in the Gaisce
Programme and aimed to achieve their Bronze Award. To be
successful students had to complete a task in each of the following
areas: Personal Skill, Physical Activity, Community Involvement
and an Adventure Challenge. Examples of tasks undertaken by
the students were: learning to swim, learning to play a musical
instrument, coaching under age teams, volunteering in an animal
welfare shelter, completion of the European Computer Driving
Licence course and attending Cappanalea Outdoor Education Centre.
All 12 students were awarded their Bronze Gaisce Award. Well done
and congratulations on all their hard work. They are encouraged to
continue their Gaisce journey to Silver and Gold Awards.

This group of T.Y. Pupils have shown true leadership and courage in
campaigning for equal rights for all and have become advocates for
the Deaf Community and Activists on both a local and national stage.
Well done to all the boys involved and a huge thank you to Anne
Bradshaw (HSE Disability Services), Elena Sawczenko (ISL Tutor) and
Dominique Davoust (Videographer & Animation Tutor)!
Team Members: Jack Flannery, Tommy Yau, Thomas O’Dwyer, Alex
Daly, Ross Mc Kenzie, Gerchardas Gascenka, Elanas Buivydas, Patryk
Jamroz, Ethan Crowe. (Ms. J. Carey)

Credit Union Digital Media Competition

This year, the Tipperary Credit Union once again, decided to run a
Digital Media Competition for secondary school students. The task
was to create a 30-60 second advert about the Tipperary Credit
Union, promoting it and what they do. The prizes were €1,500
for digital media equipment for their school, and €1,000 to share
among team members.
Three teams from the school entered the competition. The winners
were announced on the 9th of April, 2019, during a prize giving
ceremony, held at Tipperary Credit Union. During the hour-long
ceremony, the video, entitled ‘Trust In Ye Olde Credit Union’ by Ross
MacKenzie, Valentin Wagner and Jack Flannery was announced as
the winner and the boys were delighted to accept the prize. (Jack
Flannery)

Gaisce Award winners

Driving Lessons

Another activity that Transition Year offers to students, is the
opportunity to start driving lessons, where they are given three
lessons each.
Participating in the driving lessons was both enjoyable and beneficial
to students. Each lesson was an hour long, divided into twenty
minutes slots, where they were taught how to start a car, and change
gears and steer At first, many felt uneasy, as it would have been, for
most, their first times sitting behind the wheel. However, after their
first lessons, they all started to become more and more comfortable
in their driving. The driving track in the school is designed to practice
driving straight, as well as making left and right turns.
Overall, the driving lessons were a great, new experience, one that
will prove to be very useful for many of them in the future. (Jack
Flannery)

TY students who enjoyed the adventures in Cappanalea this year.
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Daffodil Day for The Irish Cancer Society

O’Dwyer, attended the RCSI Transition Year Mini-Med programme
in Waterford. The four-day interactive programme gives Transition
Year students the opportunity to step out of their usual classroom
setting, and experience what it’s like to train and work as a doctor,
and in many other lines of medical work. It was an informative and
enjoyable week for the boys, and is just one of the many perks, of
getting to do Transition Year. (Jack Flannery)

Thanks to all Transition Years who collected for Daffodil Day last
March. Special thanks to Mark Kelly, Eoin Pyke and Oisín McCall
who coordinated the event. They did an excellent job and raised
over €12,000 for the Irish Cancer Society. Many thanks also to the
teachers who organised a coffee morning in the staffroom to raise
money and highlight this great cause.

Health & Performance

The health and performance workshops were run by Health and
Fitness Ireland also known as HFI. They held two talks for different
levels of fitness, one was for high performance and getting to the
highest level of fitness in individual sports and the other was for
general fitness. The talks were held over the course of two days. The
transition years learned so much about fitness and the importance
of staying healthy and eating well. The first day taught the boys all
about nutrition, exercise, time management and what is important
in living a healthy life and performing at the highest level of their
chosen sport. The second day lead into the more physical side of
the experience where they went through different stretches and
warmups to make sure they lowered the risk of injuring themselves. It
was a fantastic experience that taught the boys a lot. (Ben Cosgrave)

Bank of Ireland Young Entrepreneur

Eoin Pyke, Oisin McCall and Mark Kelly collecting for the Irish Cancer Society

On March 5th students from TY were given the opportunity to attend
a Business and Innovation Course for 3 days in The Engine, Limerick.
We were put into groups of 5 with people we hadn’t met. After
getting to know our new teammates. We were told at the end of the
week we would have to pitch a new product or service on how young
people can save money to a room of judges. From the course we
learned a lot about how to be successful entrepreneurs, how to pitch
and working in a team. We were all happy with how we participated
within our groups. We also all learned something we can take into
the future. Special thanks to Mr. Hayes who put our names forward
for the course. (Jack English)

Enterprise

This year two groups from TY made it through to the County Final
of the Enterprise competition, DEEP Engineering and Isolation
Interactive. DEEP Engineering consisted of Eamonn Ryan, Darragh
O’Brien, Evan Ryan and Paudie Bradshaw, while Isolation was made
up of Ben Cosgrave, Thomas O’Dwyer and Valentin Wagner.
Both groups created very unique products to sell in the hopes of
getting through to the National Final. The first of which was DEEP
Engineering’s product; a trailer for a go-kart. They also planned on
offering a custom license plate bearing the buyer’s name. The second
group, Isolation Interactive created a mobile game called ‘Across the
Ages’ which is to be released on Google Play and The App Store. Their
special twist was that they planned to constantly update the game
with new levels and characters that players can buy.
Unfortunately, when it came to the County Final judging, neither of
our groups managed to get through to the National Final. However,
DEEP Engineering did earn themselves a merit in the Senior Category.
Isolation Interactive, came away with some great advice and input on
where they could take their product and how it could be improved.
(Ben Cosgrave)

TYs taking part in the Bank of Ireland Business and Innovation Course

Wheelchair Basketball

The All-Ireland TY Wheelchair Basketball Championships took place
in the University of Limerick on the 12th of February 2019. For a TY
group to enter as a team they were required to meet the €1,000
fundraising target through supporting the annual Angels Campaign
in November 2018. They collected over €2,000 over the course of
two weeks by selling angels around the town in support of the Irish
Wheelchair Association.

Paudie Bradshaw, Eamonn Ryan And Darragh O’Brien winning a Merit award in
the Senior Category of the Tipperary Student Enterprise Awards

Mini-Med

The Abbey entered two full teams with a maximum of 20 players.
Everyone got 1-2 games with the winning teams going to the
semi-finals and finals. Unfortunately, none of the Abbey teams got

During the week of the 19th of February, up until the 22nd of
February, two Transition Year students, Jack Flannery and Thomas
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Class of 2019

A Tribute to School Life by Robert Lewis
It seems so long ago now, when I began my journey, my voyage
through the perilous waters that were my time in secondary school.
It was September 2013, I was a young lad, dressed awkwardly in my
crisp new uniform, my face red with embarrassment as my mother
shouted encouragement from the confines of the car, wishing me well
on my travels. Of course, I was lucky enough to have a brother present
in the school and it was he who had carried the torch, discovered the
unknown. However, despite his knowledge, I hadn’t the slightest clue
what to expect. Perhaps things would be a disaster, I mightn’t fit in or
maybe things would work out and I would be on course for a brilliant
time in the school. Looking back now, I am grateful it was the latter.
Upon entering the school for the first time, I was gobsmacked. I didn’t
know where to go. The corridors were an intricate maze filled with the
hustle and bustle of school life. And as for the classrooms, well that’s
a different story. Trying to memorise the names, the numbers, the
locations, it was all a bit overwhelming. As time pressed on, my days
of cluelessness quickly disappeared. I had begun to settle. Friendships
were forged. The academic side had begun to click as I became more
familiar with my subjects, taking a particular preference to my current
favourites English and History. Of course, I didn’t have to endure this
transition alone. I received great support from many of the students
and the staff. The teachers, for the most part, were and still are quite
helpful, offering advice on how to better myself.
With my hobbies consisting of reading and lazing about, the decision
to go for the school basketball team was certainly peculiar. I had
never played before; I didn’t even know the rules. The team, inspired
by and maintained by Mr. Darren Carew, had just formed and they
were looking for new players. Despite my complete lack of skill and
inability to run for short periods of time, Mr. Carew stuck with me.
He encouraged me, thought me how to play, kept confidence in me.
Of course, to this very day, I don’t know what he saw in that timid,
lanky first year, but I am thankful he believed in my ability. However,
despite the fun and energy of the team, it always suffered from a lack
of support. This remains one of the few regrets of my tenure in the
Abbey, but it doesn’t get me down. The time I spent on that court was
fantastic and was a massive boost to my confidence.
Following the chaos and turmoil of the Junior Cert Transition
Year would prove to be influential in my life and it was a brilliant
opportunity to grow and develop as a person. There were many trips,
most notably a journey to Munich. This was quite a unique experience
as I got to witness the many historical monuments and features in all
their dusty glory. Once I returned, penniless from my voyage abroad,
preparations began for the annual musical. Now, I’m going to say it,
musicals were not my thing. The mere thought of them makes me
cringe with embarrassment but the TY musical, “High School Musical”
was a different story. Rehearsals were a rollercoaster of laughs and
entertainment. The performances were spectacular, everyone had their
part to play, and despite my minor role, I still had great fun. Finally,
after the musical, I was involved with the A-Factor music competition.
Not the singing type, I tried my luck at presenting the show alongside
the legendary Willie Bunn. The show went well, and it was a massive
confidence boost as well as a truly unique experience.
Looking back as a wise (hopefully!) old Sixth Year, I can say that I
have really enjoyed my time in the school. I have grown as a person
and I was lucky enough to try many new things. As I venture into the
next stage of my life, I am satisfied with my efforts over the years. The
future looks bright and the many memories I created with the school
will last a lifetime. Finally, I would like to thank all of the staff of the
school for supporting me throughout the years. Without the help all of
you gave me, I wouldn’t be where I am today.

TYs taking part in Wheelschair basketball.

through. After the final game was played between the schools the
teachers competed in a teacher’s game our own Mr. Mullins took part
on The Abbey’s behalf. Overall the day was an enjoyable experience,
something that would be recommended for any future TYs to
participate in.
Mon séjour en Irlande de Maxime Moiteaux
Je suis arrivé au collège un lundi matin. Ma famille d’accueil m’a
accompagné et m’a présenté à la tutrice des transition year ; Madame
Quinn. J’étais un peu stressé car pour la première fois je ne pouvais
pas compter sur mes parents. Seul avec un faible niveau d’anglais,
j’essayais de me faire comprendre au
mieux par les élèves. Heureusement
d’autres étudiants étrangers étaient
là au début avec moi, et jusqu’à nous
avons pu nous améliorer en anglais
ensemble. En trois mois j’ai pu me faire
de nombreux amis et connaissances
qui m’ont tous aider à progresser.
Après 4 mois en Irlande je suis bilingue
à l’oral mais vu du peu de cours à
l’écris, j’avais encore quelque difficulté
sur papier. Malgré cela tous les
Exchange student Maxime
professeurs sont très compréhensifs et
Moiteaux
contents d’aider en cas de difficulté à
s’exprimer. L’Abbey School est une très bonne école avec un bon niveau
d’éducation tous en étant un collège/lycée public. Tous les élèves de
tous les niveaux sont très amicales. Une bonne ambiance règne tout
le temps en cours et en dehors. A la fin, j’aurais passé une très bonne
année et j’espère revenir voir tout le monde en Irlande.
I arrived in school on the Monday morning. My host family came with
me and brought me to the TY Coordinator Ms. Quinn. I was a bit
stressed as this was the first time in my life that I couldn’t depend on
my parents to help me. With a poor level of English, I tried my best
to be understood by the other students. Thankfully there were other
exchange students there in the beginning just until we could get
better at English. In three months, I was able to make lots of friends
and they all helped me to improve and progress in English.
After 4 months in Ireland, I am orally bilingual, but I have a way to
go yet in written English, I still have some difficulty getting things
down on paper. Despite this the teachers were very understanding
and happy to help me if I found it difficult to express myself. The
Abbey School is a very good school with a high level of education
even though it is a public school.
All the students in all the years are very friendly. A good atmosphere
dominates all the time in the classroom and outside of it. Finally, I
have had a great year and I hope to come back to see everyone in
Ireland again one day.
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CLASS OF 2019: 6A1

Seamus Burns

Tony Byron

Seamus is a very outgoing, happy 6th year
student. He enjoys playing hurling and loves
school life and the crack he has in school every
day with his friends. His favourite memory of
secondary school is the TY trip to Cappanalea
in April 2017. He loves the crack with the lads
playing soccer on sunny days.

Tony is a sociable, sporty and fun character. His
highlight of his 6 years in the Abbey was playing
sport especially hurling and winning the O’Brien
Cup in 6th year with rugby. He would like to
study Agriculture in WIT next year.

Philip Crowe

Ben Coen

Ben is an outgoing student, he likes to be around
friends and having the crack. His main highlight
of his 6 years in school was doing TY and getting
a chance to mature. Next September he wishes
to start a barbering course in Limerick and finally
become fully qualified.

Paul Devlin

Philip was a good, friendly and helpful student
and an active member of the school community.
He has been part of the Student Council since
third year, and brought about many changes to
the school. He hopes to study Engineering in
NUIG next year.

Paul is a real outgoing, sporty person. He has
played sport with Tipperary but prefers nothing
more than playing with the club. His highlight of
his years in school was winning the All-Ireland
hurling final in 3rd year. He hopes to go to UL
next year to study Law and Accounting.

Aidan Griffin

Matthew Halligan

Aidan is a very outgoing person. He is a very
sporty and has enjoyed playing sport with The
Abbey during his six years here. His fondest
memory with The Abbey was winning the All
Ireland hurling final in 2016. Aidan hopes to
study business in UL next year.

Matthew is a quiet and happy individual.
Matthew has enjoyed his 6 years in the Abbey,
his favourite part was the 1st year school tour to
Ballyhass. He would like to do a PLC in Nutrition
in Waterford next year.

Kevin Hally

Kevin is a sporty, outgoing fun-loving person.
His highlight in the Abbey was the trip to
Manchester and winning the O’Brien Cup rugby
final. He hopes to study Construction next year.
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Tomas Kaminskas

Tomas enjoyed school ad he got to
meet a lot of new people. He learned
that if you work you will go far. He
hopes to study in LIT to become an
automobile engineer.

Year 2018/2019

Lua McCarthy

David Kelly

David is a hardworking, friendly guy. David has
enjoyed his six years in The Abbey. His highlights
include Sports Day and representing his school
in hurling, football and soccer, captaining the
Senior soccer team to a county title. David hopes
to do a Primary Teaching course in Mary I.

Lua is shy student. His main highlight from his
time in the school is doing the TY Enterprise
competition and placing 3rd in the county,
another highlight was playing Senior football
with the school. Lua hopes to do the Stud
Management course in Kildalton Agriculture
College next year.

Killian Noonan

Killian is a very chatty and outgoing person. He plays a
lot of sport. He has a deep love for the blue and navy of
Kilfeacle RFC. He hopes to study Social Care in WIT.

Conor O’Dwyer

Conor is a sporty, hardworking happy person. He enjoyed
his six years in The Abbey. His fondest memory of school
is the TY trip to Manchester. Conor hopes to study Sports
and Exercise Science in Limerick next year.

Kevin Quirke

Kevin Quirke is a nice, happy young lad. His school
highlights include double Agricultural Science with
Mr O’ Dwyer on Monday morning, participating in
chess on Sports Day in 3rd year and the Rockwell
blitz. Kevin enjoyed his time in The Abbey. He
hopes to study Biological, Earth and Environmental
Sciences in Cork next year.

Brahim Ryan

Dylan O’Doherty

Dylan is quiet, shy and hard working. He enjoyed his time in The
Abbey, his highlight was the 1st year school tour to Ballyhass.
He would like to do a PLC in Music in Cork.

John Quirke

Jack is a studious, creative and diligent character. His 6
enjoyable years in The Abbey made an indelible impression
on both his work ethic and character. His favourite moment
in his years attending The Abbey was competing and claiming
prizes in the BT Young Scientist for his school. Jack aims to
study engineering at UL.

Brahim Ryan is a hopeful and hard-working
student who wishes to go to Waterford next year
and succeed in the fitness industry. He loved his
six years in The Abbey and hopes to do well in
college. Brahim’s fondest memory is the TY trip
to Cappanalea.
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Denis Moloney

Denis is a hardworking, diligent, happy person.
He enjoyed his 6 years in the Abbey. He enjoyed
the crack in school everyday. One of his
highlights from his school life was Transition
Year, he particularly enjoyed being involved with
the A.I.B Build a Bank Challenge. He hopes to
study General Nursing next year.

Jack Ryan

Jack has enjoyed his 6 years in the Abbey. He
loves playing rugby and has won 2 Munster
titles for the school. His best memory of his
time in the school is the TY musical. Jack is easy
going, confident and happy. Jack hopes to do
Physiotherapy in UL next year.

CLASS OF 2019: 6A2

Ciaran Bourke

Ciaran is a sporty, hardworking, fun-loving person.
He enjoys playing sport with his school and club.
His favourite memory of secondary school is the
TY trip to Cappanalea. He gets on well with 1st
Year Tommy Hanley as they come from the same
village. He hopes to go to UL in the year to come.

Eoghan Butler

Eoghan is friendly, sociable person who put many
smiles on the faces of teachers and students
during his years in The Abbey. His highlight of his
time here was TY as it helped him come out of
his shell. Eoghan hopes to continue his Business
Studies in college next year.

Cullum Cosgrave

Bartosz Czyzewski

Bartek is a self-motivated student that strives for
the best in what he does, he never takes a no for
an answer! Bartek always goes to school happy
and ready for the day ahead of him, he is very
into sport but he stopped to concentrate on his
education.

Kevin Doyle

Luke Gibson

Kevin Doyle really enjoyed his 6 years in
The Abbey. He enjoyed playing sports with
the school. Kevin won his first Munster title
with the school when he was in 6th year by
winning the senior rugby O’Brien cup. Kevin
hopes to study Engineering in LIT next year.

James Cunningham

James is a committed and hardworking person.
Throughout his six years in The Abbey, he really
enjoyed his time and dedicated much of to
school projects. His most memorable moment
was winning the O’Brien Cup with the Senior
Rugby Team this year. He hopes to do PE and
Maths Teaching in UL.

Timothy Corcoran

Timmy is a happy, outgoing person. He enjoyed
his 6 years in The Abbey. His best memory is the
All-Ireland hurling final in TY. He plans to study
Agriculture in WIT next year.

Luke Gibson is a genuine lad who enjoyed his
six years in The Abbey. The highlight of Luke’s
time in The Abbey was TY. His most memorable
moments were the school musical and the
adventure trip to Capanalea. He hopes to study
Sports and Exercise Science in WIT.

Raymond Hennessy

Raymond Hennessy is a pleasant fellow who
zealously enjoyed his time in The Abbey School.
His favourite memory was the T.Y. PE classes and
winning his Edmund Rice award for being a top
guy. He hopes to study Agricultural Science and
follow in his teacher’s footsteps.
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Artsiom Liasiuk

Artsiom enjoyed his time in The Abbey. His
highlight was the TY trip to Manchester. He
hopes to study Computer Science next year.

Year 2018/2019

James Lonergan

Jamie is a quiet, unassuming and happy person. He
enjoyed his six years in The Abbey. Jamie’s standout
memory of school life was the TY trip to Manchester
when he got the chance to experience his favorite
team’s stadium, Old Trafford. Jamie intends to study
Accounting in UCC next year.

Dylan Murphy

Edward Nolan

Edward is an outgoing person who has a strong
interest in sport. Edward’s highlight of the year
was winning the O’Brien cup with the senior
rugby team in the school. Edward hopes to study
Forestry in Waterford next year.

Daniels Nikolajevs

Daniels is a very outspoken and carefree person.
He enjoyed his 5 years in The Abbey and making
new friends after skipping T.Y. His fondest
memory of school is when he found out that
he got the highest result in the Junior Cert in
his year. Daniels hopes to study International
Business in UL next year

Dylan O’Dwyer

Dylan is happy and hardworking. Dylan has
enjoyed his time in The Abbey. His most memorable
moment in school is the Cappanalea trip during TY.
He hopes to Business in UL next year.

CJ Ramos

CJ has grown immensely during his time in
The Abbey, from an extremely bashful child
into a mature and confident young man. He
is a talented artist who holds tremendous
potential. He has shown his prowess
by winning competitions and has been
commissioned several times. He hopes to
study Pharmacy in UCC next year.

Colm O’Rourke

Colm is a very outgoing happy lad. He didn’t
enjoy his years in The Abbey as he would have
preferred to spend his time driving tractors! His
highlight was winning the O’Brien Cup. Colm
would like to do an apprenticeship next year.

Danny Ryan

Danny is a very outgoing and happy character.
He really enjoyed his years in The Abbey. His
fondest memory is the trip to Cappanalea in TY
and playing rugby for the school. He would like
to study Construction Management in WIT next
year.

Rodrigo Serrano

Rodrigo is a well-liked and talented individual
who enjoyed his six years in The Abbey
immensely. His fondest memories are his TY
trip to Munich. He has grown so much over his
unforgettable time in the Abbey. He hopes to
study languages in UL next year.
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Seán Smith

Seán is a very outgoing and friendly lad. He is
sporty and social and one of the most confident
lads in the year group. The highlight for Sean in
The Abbey was winning the A Factor in 1st year.
Sean is looking forward to college next year.

CLASS OF 2019: 6A3

Brian Barlow

Brian enjoyed all of his six years in The Abbey and
is delighted to be finishing and going to study
Agricultural Science. Brian loved all the sport in the
school and his highlight was winning the All-Ireland
in 2016 and the many Munster rugby finals.

Niall Carew

Tadhg Carew

Niall is a kind, considerate person. He has enjoyed his
6 years in The Abbey. His fondest memory of school
life was the TY musical. Niall is a very enthusiastic
member of Tipperary Golf Club who won 3 major
competitions last summer. He hopes to do Primary
Teaching in Mary I next year.

James Cussen

James is a friendly and hardworking student. He
enjoyed much of his sporting career warming the
bench and handing out water bottles. James has an
interest in music and has played for school events a
couple of times. He hopes to do Primary Teaching in
Mary I next year.

Patryk Gasiorowski

Patryk is a friendly and creative person. He has taken
part in many artistic projects from the Credit Union’s
“My Credit Union” ad campaign to being the DJ at
the school’s Sports Day during TY. Those who know
Patryk would struggle to find anything bad to say
about him.

Tadhg is a helpful, driven person. He enjoyed
his 6 years in the Abbey. His fondest memory of
school life is the BT Young Scientist. He once fell
off a bunk bed in Cappanalea. He would like to
study Finance in UCC next year.

Eoin Gallagher

Eoin is a very chatty person. Eoin enjoyed his six years
in The Abbey. He is sporty and enjoyed playing football
with The Abbey. His fondest memory in the school
was the TY trips to Manchester and Cappanalea. Eoin
hopes to study Arts in Mary I leading onto a career as
a primary teacher.

Michael Hanley

Michael is a very outgoing, happy person. He enjoyed
his six years in The Abbey. His favourite memory of
school life was taking part in YSI while in TY. Michael
wouldn’t change a thing about his time in The Abbey.
He hopes to study Science in UL next year.

Oisin Kelly

Robert Lewis

Oisin Kelly is a fun and articulate young man
who has learned and grown so much since
he stepped foot in The Abbey six years ago.
He is a hopeful young academic who has his
hopes set on the world of digital media and
politics. His fondest memory to date was his
first Sports Day.

Robert enjoyed his time in the Abbey. Hosting the
‘A Factor’ and the TY trip to Munich provided fond
memories. An avid basketball fan, Robert was a
driving force for the school team. A keen interest in
student matters saw him involved in the Student
Council. He hopes to study Law in UL next year.
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Year 2018/2019

Craig Maher

Craig is a sporty person with a good sense of humour.
Craig enjoyed his time in The Abbey. His highlight
was winning the O’Brien Cup in rugby in 6th Year. He
would like join the army next year.

Dawid Mikula

Dawid is a happy and ambitious person, he has big
interest in IT which he wants to study later on. Dawid
has greatly enjoyed his time in The Abbey. One of his
biggest highlights during his time in The Abbey was
his trip to Manchester in TY.

Edward Moroney

Edward is a friendly and hardworking person. He
has enjoyed his time in The Abbey. His happiest
memory in the school was the trip to Manchester.
He hopes to study Business at LIT next year.

Kieran O’Dwyer

Brian O’Donovan

Brian is a hardworking, diligent student. He has thoroughly
enjoyed his time in The Abbey. His fondest memory of school
life is The A Factor talent show where he learnt exceptional
skills and met new people. Brian has built memorable
relationships with teachers and fellow students, and he is
now hoping to study at third level.

Sean O’Dwyer

Seán is a happy, hardworking person. He greatly
enjoyed the 6 years he spent in The Abbey. His best
memory of school life was Transition Year especially
the TY trip to Munich. He played on the Senior Rugby
team. He wants to study Law in UL next year.

Kieran is a very hard-working person. He enjoyed his
6 years in the Abbey. His greatest memory of school
life was winning sports day in 1st year. Kieran is a
talented rugby player who has excelled during his
time here. He hopes to study Business in UL next
year.

Jack Quinlan

Jack is a very friendly and humorous person. He is very
sporty and plays hurling and football with Arravale
Rovers and rugby with Clanwilliam. His fondest memory
in The Abbey was captaining the Abbey Senior Rugby
team to the O’Brien Cup in 6th year. Jack hopes to study
Agricultural Science in UCC next year.

Jonathan Ryan

Johnny is always up for the craic. He is sporty
and he plays hurling and football with Arravale
Rovers. He has enjoyed his 6 years in the
Abbey. He enjoyed TY and his fondest memory
is the trip to Manchester. He has worked hard
and hopes to study PE and Maths in UL.

Aaron Ryan

Aaron enjoyed his 6 years in The Abbey. His
best memory was winning the O’Brien Cup in
rugby. He plans to study Quantity Surveying in
WIT next year.
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CLASS OF 2019: LCA

Evan Breen

T.J. Cranley

Evan is a very nice person, he is very hardworking and
outgoing. He enjoys playing sport especially hurling,
he has represented his school on numerous occasions
during his years in The Abbey. He is hoping to join An
Garda Siochana in the future.

TJ always tries to be positive. TJ didn’t really like his
time in the Abbey but he did enjoy doing LCA as he
only had four days of school and no homework. He
hopes to work with machinery in the future.

Jack Cunningham

Damien Lyons

Jack is a very hard worker and likes working outdoors.
He is starting an apprenticeship in steel fabrication in
July after school.

Damien is a very positive, happy person. He enjoyed
his six years in The Abbey. His fondest memory was the
TY trip to Manchester. He hopes to study Video Game
Design in Clonmel next year.

Leon Price

Larry Quinn
Golden

Leon is a motivated person. Leon’s highlight in school
was the decision to do LCA as he got to do more
‘hands-on’ work. Leon would like to an apprenticeship
in tiling next year.

Pádraic Russell

Paudie is a very hard-working person outside
school. In the future years he hopes to be working
on trucks and can’t wait to get out of school!

Dara Ryan

Dara Ryan is a very driven student and works
hard at all aspects in life, he is very genuine and
shows the height of respect to his teachers and
friends. Dara plans on joining the army when he
leaves school.
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Aaron Sharp

Aaron is a nice person and also a good friend. He
likes to socialise with his friends after school and
at the weekend. He enjoys going to school and
learning. What he likes the most is that he gets to
learn and see his friends at the same time.
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P.E. Hall Opening Ceremony

unwavering commitment to the project over the years it is fair to say
the project might never have come to fruition. Mrs Glesson spoke of
the difficulties of accessing funds, but the support of the Erasmus
Smith fund was crucial in completion of various school projects over
the years.
The hall was then blessed by Archdeacon Everard and other speakers
included our schools Head of Sport, Kieran Hickey. Mr. Hickey spoke
of the use of the hall and the benefits to the school and wider
community that has already been seen in the short time the hall has
been in use both in a sporting and academic context.
The wonderful mural painted by TY students was introduced to the
assembly. Oisin McCall, Will Hogan and Mark Kelly educated the
audience on the history of the school dating back to 1300 A.D. which
is represented in the wonderful artwork.
LCPE student Darragh Collins spoke about the benefit the hall has
had on his study of the new Leaving Cert P.E. course. The Abbey
School has a proven commitment to Physical Education and was
chosen as one of only 40 schools nationwide to roll out Phase 1
of the new Leaving Certificate Physical Education programme. The
introduction of Physical Education as a Leaving Certificate subject on
the curriculum and the completion of the hall offers new curriculum
opportunities for the students of The Abbey.
The day concluded with an address from our school principal, Mr. John
Kiely. Here Mr. Kiely spoke of how this development will enhance the
Abbey School’s PE Programme and the many extra-curricular activities
that the school facilitates. Also he spoke of how this new facility will
be a wonderful addition to the community of Tipperary Town.

The Abbey School officially opened its state of the art PE Hall on
Friday May 10th in a ceremony that also marked the reunion of the
Harty Cup winning side of 1959 and the school’s achievement of an
Active School flag.
The PE Hall will be a welcome facility to one of Ireland’s and
Tipperary’s most sporting schools and already the benefits have been
seen in school and locally.
Since initial plans began, there has been a long running campaign
over the last twenty years by many boards of management, Principals
and staff of The Abbey School to obtain funding for a PE Hall. The
progression of the project to its’ present state is something that all
concerned over the years can be very proud of and on the day many
of these people were present to see the fruits of their labour.
The new PE Hall is a modern, well-equipped facility on an extensive
site which will enhance the school in many ways particularly P.E.
classes, Open Nights, concerts, examinations, assemblies, awards
ceremonies and much, much more. The hall will be made available
to local communities in the coming years and will be complemented
by Phase II which will include dressing rooms and a gym followed
by Phase III which will include an astro-turf pitch and hurling wall.
On the day, guests ranging from famous past pupils to representatives
of many local sports clubs and organisations were present for a
celebration of school life in The Abbey.
The day kicked with the official cutting of the ribbon by former
Chairperson of the Board of Management, Mrs. Maureen Gleeson.
It was fitting that this job fell to Mrs. Gleeson as without her

The 1959 Harty Cup Winning Team

John Kiely introducing the Active Flag.

Mrs. Maureen Gleeson cutting the ribbon.
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Conor Martin

Congratulations

Darragh O’Brien

Eoin Marnane

Donagh Hickey with Mr. Conor Sweeney

Flannery at close quarters. After the session we then moved to the
Jean Monnet Theatre in UL’s main building for a series of lectures.
These dealt with areas such as Nutrition, S and C, Video Analysis,
Sports Psychology and the layout and pathways of Munster Rugby’s
very successful Academy program. The highlight of the afternoon’s
events was a motivational talk from Munster Rugby Head coach
Johann Van Graan. We would like to thank all at Munster Rugby for
facilitating such a great day.

Congratulations to Conor Martin who was chosen for the Ireland
Under 14 Football Squad. Conor was one of the few players chosen
to play both friendly games against Holland where he featured at
centre-half and right full. Conor is currently playing with Waterford
F.C Under 15s.
Well done to Darragh O’Brien who is currently playing with Cobh
Ramblers U15 League of Ireland. Darragh plays in centre midfield
with the East Cork side.
Congratulations to Eoin Marnane of TY who was selected for the
Tipperary Minor Hurling Team, this is Eoin’s first opportunity to play
for the county. Eoin plays centre- back with Golden/ Kilfeacle.
Donagh Hickey was selected for the Tipperary Minor Football Team
again this season, well done to Donagh and best of luck in this year’s
campaign.

Canon Hayes Awards

Six of our sporting students were awarded a Canon Hayes Award
this year.

LCPE at LIT Thurles SportsLab

Senior Rugby

Path to O’Brien Cup Final 2019
The Abbey Senior rugby team 2019 started out with a big win against
Rice College, Ennis on a score line of 55-15. This was played on a wet
day in Ennis.
Next up was Soil Mhuire & Ide Newcastle-West when Abbey had a
good win 20-12. This win meant Abbey were through to the O’Brien
cup semi-final.
The Abbey travelled to play in Irish Independent Park for the semifinal to play Carrigaline Community school. The Abbey had a big win
of 38-19 to go through to the final
The Abbey overcome Schull to claim O’Brien Cup
On Tuesday 9th April, the Abbey School Tipperary Town won the
O’Brien Cup Munster U19 Senior Rugby title. It is the school’s second
O’Brien Cup win in the last three years.

Congratulations to Canon Hayes Award winners Conor Martin,
Donagh Hickey, Johnny Ryan, Eoin Marnane and Darragh O’Brien.
Missing from photo Diarmuid Looby

LCPE Update

Our Leaving Cert PE program had a number of events during the
term.
On March 29th we had a super morning at LIT Thurles SportsLab
working with students from 12 other schools around the country
undertaking the new PE Curriculum. The day focussed on power,
speed, nutrition and sports research. Our students also got the
opportunity to speak to experts in this field such as Michael Fennelly
and Damien Young and they helped give our students an insight into
their careers and the pathways that exist to get into a career in sport.
On April 30th we were given the opportunity to watch Munster train
in the run up to the Guinness Pro14 quarter final game with Benneton
Treviso. The session took place in the UL Pavilion and our student got
the opportunity to watch a session taken by Felix Jones and Jerry

LCPE at LIT Thurles SportsLab
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In a hard-fought contest played in Christian Brothers Cork rugby
grounds, the Tipperary Town boys came out on top to win 22-0.
Strong winds and rain made playing conditions difficult but it did
not detract from the game as a contest. The Abbey won the toss
and chose to play with the breeze at their backs in the first half. The
Abbey stormed into an early lead with a great try in the corner from
Kevin Doyle who failed to convert. Schull found it difficult to get into
the opposition half and only four mins later the Abbey laid siege to
the Schull twenty -two. After some great carries by Jack Quinlan and
James Cunningham for the Abbey, Danny Ryan got space out wide
to score the games second try. The conversion was missed but all the
momentum was with the Abbey.

From the resultant kick off the Abbey went straight back down the
field. After big carries from the pack, the scrum half Jack Ryan went
over in the far corner for their third try. Schull were under severe
pressure in this early period. The Abbey seemed relentless at this
stage and were again testing the Schull defence. Captain Jack
Quinlan, who was excellent all day, had his efforts rewarded with
the Abbey’s fourth try in the twentieth minute. This was converted by
Doyle to leave the score at 22-0. The scoring was over but the battle
hadn’t finished. Schull took over the game for the remaining period
of the first half. They refused two kicks at goal from penalties but
instead opted to go for the corner each time. Asa Curran at number
eight was excellent for Schull on the day as was Dylan Young. The
Abbey were lucky not to concede a try before half time.
Schull aided by the breeze in the second half laid siege to the Abbey
twenty two. Most of the second half was played in the Abbey boys
half. Jordi O’Brien and Matthew Sheehan for Schull ensuring the
Abbey men were pinned back in their own half with some great kicks.
The pressure mounted on the Abbey defence and with the penalty
count rising, the referee at no option but to sin bin Kelan O’Connor
midway through the second half. However Schull could not get the
try they so desperately wanted, they were denied by some heroic
defending from Brian Barlow, James Kennedy and Timmy Corcoran.
The Abbey defence held strong and they held on to win.
The Abbey Team
Forwards: James Cunningham, Shane Carew, Kieran O’Dwyer,
James Kennedy, Jack Quinlan (Captain), Kelan O’Connor, Thomas
Rhatigan, Brian Barlow. Backs: Jack Ryan, Tony Byron, Sean Smith,
Timmy Corcoran, Kevin Doyle, Danny Ryan, Connor O’Dwyer. Subs:
Sean O’Dyer, Kilian Noonan, Kian Farrell, Colm O’Rourke, Craig Maher,
Darragh Kennedy, Donagh Hickey, Edward Nolan, Ben Hickey, Graham
Bourke, Kevin Hally.

Jack Quinlan and Kevin Doyle with O’Brien Cup.

The O’Brien Cup Winning Team.
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from the Abbey. However, Roscrea failed to get level with The Abbey
due to some heroic defending by Eoin Marnane, David Harold Barry
and Mikie O’Brien. The Abbey pushed on with points from Paudie
Bradshaw and Evan Hawkins who had just been introduced from the
bench. It was all set for a close finish when Donovan scored from
midfield for Roscrea, it looked like they might finish the stronger, but
the Abbey men dug deep and points from Byron and Lonergan sealed
the victory.

Under 17 hurling

Path To The Final
In the first round the Abbey under 17 hurling team faced Ballingarry
in Clonoulty. The Abbey won this game comfortably on a scoreline of
3-17 to 0-06
The Abbey faced Thurles in the next round in Bansha in the County
Quarter Final where the Abbey dominated this game and went on to
win comfortably.
The Abbey played in Carrick in the county Semi-final in Clonmel
this was the toughest team they had faced and went in at half time
leading by 6 points but Carrick brought it back within 1 point after
the 1st 10 minutes of the 2nd half. The Abbey however regained
control again and finished strongly.

Abbey Scorers
Robbie Byron (0-9 7fs), Eoin Lonergan (1-2) Evan Hawkins and Paudie
Bradshaw (0-1 each)
Abbey Team
Adam Dunne (Capt.) (Arravale Rovers), Brian Marnane (Golden/
Kilfeakle), David Harold-Barry (Galtee Rovers), Shane Maher
(Arravale Rovers), Raymond Kelly (Arravale Rovers), Eoin Marnane
(Golden/Kilfeakle), Mikie O’Brien (Cappawhite), Diarmuid Looby
(Lattin Gaels), Jack O’Halloran (Lattin Gaels), Paudie Bradshaw
(Eire Og Annacarthy/Donohill), Michael Lowry ( Arravale Rovers),
Eoghan Lonergan (Arravale Rovers), Robbie Byron (Galtee Rovers),
Niall Sharpe (Arravale Rovers), Tony O’Neill (Lattin-Cullen)Subs
:Eamonn Ryan (Arravale Rovers), Donagh Hickey(Arravale Rovers),
Darragh Kennedy (Galtee Rovers), Andrew Richardson (Arravale
Rovers), Jack English (Arravale Rovers), Ben Carey (Aherlow Gaels),
Darragh O’Brien (Eire Og Annacarthy), Daniel O’Dwyer (Aherlow
Gaels), Evan Hawkins (Arravale Rovers), Orrin Jones (Kickhams),
Eoin Murray (Cappawhite), Darren Kennedy (Arravale Rovers), Ailbe
Ryan (Kickhams), Liam Hayes (Kickhams), Aidan Duggan (Kickhams),
Kaleb Molloy Hickey (Arravale Rovers).
Management: Kieran Hickey, Dinny Ferncombe and Josh Ryan

Under 16 ½ football

Corn Liam Ui hUguinn (16.5 B F) First Round
Rosscarberry (2-10) v Abbey CBS (4-10)
On a cold winter’s day, in the GAA grounds of Middleton Roscarberry
met a very technically gifted Tipperary side. The Abbey started well
kicking some impressive scores. There was a clear gulf in class in the
first 20 minutes and this led to a well worked goal. The Abbey went
into half time with a huge advantage.

U 17 Corn Ui Laoghaire Cup winners in action

Abbey win Corn Ui Laoghaire U17 County Hurling Title
The Abbey School defeated Cholaiste Phobal Roscrea on the 2nd
April to claim the Corn Ui Laoghaire Tipperary PP Hurling trophy. In a
hard-fought contest played in Dr. Morris park the Tipperary town men
came out on top to win their first U17 B title, on a scoreline 1-13 to
1-8. Strong winds, sleet and rain showers made playing conditions
difficult, but it did not detract from the game as a contest.

Coach Josh Ryan gave an inspirational speech at half time which
seemed to liven up the Abbey’s play and they came out with four
points without reply. Although Roscarberry fought back hard and at
one stage brought the game back to just two points The Abbey drove
on towards the end to extend their lead to six points and proceed to
a Munster quarter final.

The Abbey aided by a strong breeze in the first half stormed into an
early lead with 3 early frees from Robbie Byron and points from play
from Eoghan Lonergan and Byron. Roscrea responded with points
from Dylan Hogan and Conor Donovan. The Abbey lead 5 points to 2
mid-way through the first half before Eoin Lonergan finished a ball
to the net from a long range free that dropped short. This seemed
to ignite Roscrea into action who went on to score five unanswered
points from play Byron added a free for the Abbey to leave the half
time score 1-6 to 0-7.

On a warm spring evening The Abbey were playing the Quarter of
the under 16.5 football against Rathmore. Rathmore won this game
comfortably despite the late surge from The Abbey. Tony O’Neill was
very influential on the day with (1-6) from play. Rathmore progressed
onto the next stage of the competition as a disappointed Abbey team
will have to wait until next year.

Under 16 rugby

11th October 2018
On a dry morning The Abbey school took on Rice College in Ennis.
The Abbey didn’t start off the best and as a result were down tewnty
points by half time. The Abbey started the second half better and
brought the score difference down again. Paddy Crowe played an
unbelievable game on the wing and scored three tries within a
matter of minutes but Rice College took off again leaving the score
at the end of the game 39-15. The Abbey were then put into the Giles
Shield.

Roscrea would play with the breeze at their backs in the second
half, but it was the Abbey who started the stronger. Byron picking
up where he left off with two early frees to stretch the gap to 4
points. Roscrea will rue the amount of chances the left go to waste
especially in the second half. With a total of 17 wides in the game
if their shooting had been on target it could have been a different
result. It was ten minutes before they registered their first score which
was a goal by Dylan Hogan who capitalised on some poor defending
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6th March 2019
On a wet Wednesday afternoon The Abbey school took on Cashel
Community School in the second round of the Munster School U16
Giles Shield. The Abbey started off the better side with three early
tries from Kenneth Bowes, Raymond Kelly and Darren Kennedy. The
first half ended 20-0. Cashel came out in the second half strong
as they brought the score back within 5 points before The Abbey
pushed on two more from Kenneth Bowes again and Caleb Hickey.
Cashel fought back in the end leaving the score 40-34 to The Abbey.
Following this result the Abbey pushed onto the Quarter-final against
Scoil Mhuire & IDE-Newcastle West.

Kenneth Bowes. The Abbey then went onto score another try in the
12th minute coming from Paddy Crowe, converted again by Kenneth
Bowes. In the 20th minute Abbeyfeale scored a converted try coming
from number 10. In the closing minutes of the first half The Abbey
School showed some outstanding defence only 3 meters away
from their try line when they put so much pressure that Abbeyfeale
knocked on the ball and the whistle blew for the end of the first
half with the score 14-7. The Abbey didn’t start off the best when
Abbeyfeale scored another converted try coming from number 12.
In the 48th minute Kenneth Bowes scored a try but unfortunately
missed the conversion out on the corner. The Abbey scored another
try two minutes later coming from van Hawkins, this try was not
converted either. Abbeyfeale then scored a try in the 56th minute
but however did not convert. Abbeyfeale fell hopeless and The Abbey
School took the opportunity and scored in the 59th minute with the
conversion coming from Michael Lowry. The final score, giving the
Abbey school the Giles Shield, was 31-19.

26th March 2019
On a dry Tuesday afternoon the Abbey school faced Scoil Mhuire
agus Ide,Newcastle West in the Quarter final of the Giles Shield. The
Abbey started off really strong scoring six tries in the first half coming
from Kenneth Bowes (2) Darren Kennedy (2) Aidan Duggan and Oisin
Carey. The Abbey started the second half strong again picking up
another try scored by Kenneth Bowes. Kenneth had an unbelievable
game scoring a total of 3 tries and converting 2 of them. In the final
minutes Newcastle West scored one try. The final score was 39-5. The
Abbey now progress to the semi-final against Nenagh.

Under 15 hurling

Training started for the Munster U 15 hurling championship back in
early January. We played three challenge games against Charleville,
Clonmel and Hospital during our preparation. Our first championship
game was against Bishopstown on 1/2/19, on the Astro Turf pitch
alongside Pairc Ui Chaoimh in Cork. After a slow start the team
played extremely well and ran out very convincing winners on a
score line 4-20 to 2-08. This victory put us through to the Quarter
Finals where we played Charleville on 12/03/19 in Knocklong. This
turned out to be a titanic battle played in very difficult weather and
underfoot conditions. Even though the slightly better team won on
the day The Abbey could consider themselves unlucky to lose out on
a score line of 0-13 to 0-10.

The Abbey progressed to the final in Thomand Park due to a walkover by Nenagh.

Westcourt Cup 2019

Having failed to qualify for the Rice Cup knockout stages following
the Blitz day in Dr. Morris Park on Thursday March 21st, our U14
hurling team qualified for the Westcourt Cup. The Abbey team were
then drawn to play Dungarvan CBS, Pobalscoil Na Trionoide, Youghal,
Blackwater C.B.S and North Monastery in a five team group to be
held in Lismore GAA field and Blackwater Community School field
on Wednesday April 3rd.
On April 3rd, the team headed off on the long journey down to
Lismore for a 10am start to the blitz. First up was Dungarvan and
this would prove to be a vital game if the team were to have any
chance of progression to the knockout stages. In a pulsating end

U16 Rugby Team

2nd May 2019
On a dry afternoon in the back pitch of Thomand Park, the Abbey
faced Colaiste Ide agus Iosef, Abbeyfeale in the final of the Giles
Shield. The Abbey got off to a brilliant start with an early try only
four minutes in scored by Raymond Kelly with conversion made by

Under 15 hurling panel
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to end battle where scores were hard to come by, the Abbey team
recorded a magnificent victory on a score line of 0.04 – 0.03.
Next up were Youghal, a team who had defeated the Abbey in the
Rice Cup blitz a number of weeks earlier. The Abbey got off to a
flying start and were showing this dominance on the scoreboard.
As half time approached, Youghal began to create chances to close
the gap, with both Stephen Carey and John Phelan defending as
strongly as they could, the chances eventually came for Youghal,
luckily The Abbey goalkeeper Robbie McGrath was ready to answer
the call pulling off a magnificent save to ensure the gap remained
at four points leading into half time. The Abbey held their own for
the remainder of the game, with the free taking of Conor Martin
to the fore and eventually running out winners on the score line of
1.05 – 0.04
With qualification in the team’s sights they made the short journey
across to the school pitch to take on the local team Blackwater
Community School. With both teams having recorded two wins
leading into this game, many were expecting a titanic battle for first
place in the group. Blackwater raced out of the blocks and scored
a goal within the first two minutes of play. The Abbey team to their
credit never dropped the heads and fought hard to get back into
the game. Unfortunately, a number of missed chances proved costly
as they entered half time behind by a single goal. The players were
starting to look tired as the second half progressed and a number
of fresh legs were entered in a bid to claw back the Blackwater
advantage. This was to be too far out of their reach and Blackwater
ran out convincing winners on a score line of 2.06 - 0.01.

Next on the list was North Mon, The Abbey team knew entering the
field that a win here would ensure qualification to the semi-final
of the competition. A number of players in attack really stepped up
the energy levels in this game with Evan Kennedy, Kyle Quinn and
Kevin Stanley being a constant thorn in the North Mon backline. The
Abbey were finding scores much easier to come by and put in a really
impressive team performance all the way from Robbie McGrath in
the goals through to the influential Eoghan Byrnes at corner forward
who finished the game with 1.1 and the ever-dangerous Shane
O’Grady on the other side. As full time approached, North Mon were
throwing everything at The Abbey defence in a bid to close the gap,
however the boys stood tall with eye catching performances from
Bill Quirke at full back and Michael Gleeson at centre back. The
Abbey ran out comfortable winners on a score line of 4.07 – 3.02
and qualified for the semi-final of the Westcourt Cup having finished
second in the group.
On to the semi-final of the competition and The Abbey team entered
against a much fancied Charleville CBS team on Friday April 12th in
Knocklong. Playing with the aid of the breeze in the first half, very
little separated the teams early on. Midway through the half the
influential Conor Martin, on the back of two international soccer
games with Ireland the previous few days, along with his midfield
partner Joseph O’Dwyer took hold of the game and drove The Abbey
into a five point lead. However, Charleville came fighting back and
were fortunate to score a goal on the brink of half time as a missed
shot at goal fell into the path of the on running centre forward who
made no mistake from close distance. The Abbey lead at half time
was now down to a single point, 1.08 – 1.07. Much of the second
half was a real battle with some clever play by the Tipperary Town
team to ensure Charleville did not gather momentum. The back line
with Liam Finnane and Sean Lewis along with many more stood
extremely tall and ensured the team were still in with a fighting
chance as the end drew near. Three points separated the teams with
ten minutes remaining and up stepped The Abbey captain Conor
Martin to rifle a twenty one yard free to the back of the net to
level the game once more. Unfortunately, the bit of luck sided with
Charleville on this windy day in Knocklong who pushed forward to
score the final three points of the game to run out winners on the
score line of 1.14 to 2.08.

Abbey First Year Soccer Team

Westcourt Cup Team
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Pitch and Putt players: JJ Bennett, Daniel English, Gavin O’Meara, Daniel Ryan, Niall O’Shea and Scott O’Dwyer.

This result brought an end to the lads U14 hurling campaign for the
year. They can be extremely proud of their progression throughout
the year and reaching the knockout stages of a competition they had
won the previous year was an achievement in itself with a completely
new bunch of players. A special mention must also be made to Richie
Lohan who along with the teachers in the school put a huge amount
of coaching hours into helping this team improve greatly since the
beginning of the year.

Pitch and Putt Success for Daniel Ryan

second and behind first by 2 shots. He led the final 18 by 3 shots
in Lakeside, Templemore and after having a very close final round
of fine margins, Daniel managed to maintain his lead and win the
competition. Daniel has also qualified to the last 32 in the Munster
Matchplay for the second year running. We congratulate Daniel for
his achievements and wish him the best of luck in his following
competitions this year.

5th Year Sevens Hurling Blitz 2019

Abbey C.B.S Westcourt Cup Panel: Robbie McGrath, John Phelan,
Bill Quirke, Stephen Carey, Sean Lewis, Michael Gleeson, Liam
Finnane, Joseph O’Dwyer, Conor Martin, Evan Kennedy, Kevin Stanley,
Kyle Quinn, Shane O’Grady, Conall Grogan, Shane Quigley; Evan
Carrie, Dylan McGrath, Eoghan Byrnes, Paddy Downey, Matt Russell,
Tadgh Gubbins, Philip O’Neill, Darragh Quirke, Jack Crowe, James
McLaughlin, Adam Kelly, Cillian Crowe, Marcus Kinane, Rory McCall
Management Team: Mr K.Hickey, Mr D.Ferncombe

On Friday he 3rd Of May The Abbey hosted a Sevens Hurling Blitz For
5th Year Students. The Abbey, Thurles C.B.S and Clonmel Highschool
participated in the blitz. The Abbey and Thurles both entered two
teams in the blitz. Both Abbey teams defeated Clonmel during
the competition. In the first semi-final both Abbey teams faced off
against each other with Abbey’s B team coming out on top. In the
second semi-final both Thurles teams faced off against each other
with Thurles B proceeding to the final against The Abbey B team.
In the 3rd place play off Abbey’s A team faced off against Thurles A
team with Thurles claiming 3rd place. In the main final The Abbey B
and Thurles B faced off with Thurles coming out on top by a small
margin. (Eoin Pyke)

1st year soccer

Our 1st year soccer team faced Cashel Community School on February
12th. The boys fought hard during the game despite being 2-0 down
at halftime. They came roaring back in the second half to equalize
and bring the game to extra time. After the penalty shootout, Cashel
emerged as winners 4-3. Well done to Mr. Carew and Mr. John
O’Dwyer for a successful campaign.

2nd Year Basketball

Our 2nd Year basketball team competed in the South East basketball
finals. Unfortunately, luck deserted the Abbey as they were just edged
out of a semi-final spot on score difference. Hard luck and thanks to
Mr. Carew who managed the team.

Munster Colleges Pitch & Putt success

This year, The Abbey School has had a very successful couple of weeks
in pitch and putt. Two teams from our school qualified to the Munster
School Finals in Larkspur, Cashel. Team 1 containing Daniel Ryan,
JJ Bennett and Daniel English had a brilliant performance during
their qualifiers to be the second team to qualify on the day. Team 2
involving Scott O’Dwyer, Gavin O’Meara and Niall O’Shea also did
very well to qualify in fourth place. The students will be playing on
May 10th in Larkspur once again to fight for glory in the finals and
hopefully qualify to the All Irelands. This is great news for the school
and we wish them the very best of luck in the finals.
One student in particular who has done very well both in the pitch
and putt team and individually, is Daniel Ryan in 5th year. He has
had great victories in the sport the past few weeks. Daniel has won
two scratch cups in a row; winning in Larkspur and Lakeside in
Templemore. Daniel did brilliantly to score 6 under in the final 18
in Cashel to secure his victory after coming into the final 18 joint

2nd Year Basketball Team
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Back Row 2 (L to R): Dylan O’Doherty, Brian O’Donovan, Matthew Halligan, Rodrigo Serrano, Dylan Murphy, Bartek Czyzewski Oisin Kelly, Philip Crowe, Artisiom Liasiuk, Jack Quirke,
Patryk Gasiorowski , Dylan O’Dywer, Larry Quinn, Damian Lyons, Jack Cunningham, Paudie Russell. Missing from photo: Cullum Cosgrave.

Back Row 1 (L to R): Eoin Gallagher, Michael Hanley, Jamie Lonergan, Niall Carew, Raymond Hennessy, Denis Moloney, Paul Devlin, Seamus Burns, Kevin Quirke, Kevin Doyle,
Kevin Hally, CJ Ramos, Tomas Kaminkas, Kieran O’Dwyer, Edward Moroney, Evan Breen, James Cussen, Sean Smith.

Middle Row (L to R): Eoghan Butler, Tony Byron, Jack Quinlan, Colm O’Rourke, TJ Cranley, Edward Nolan, Tadhg Carew, David Kelly, Luke Gibson, Timmy Corcoran, Brian Barlow,
Ben Coen, Lua McCarthy, Daniels Nikolajevs, Sean O’Dwyer, Robert Lewis, Aaron Sharp.

Front row (L to R): Conor O’Dwyer, Darragh Ryan, Leon Price, Brahim Ryan, David Mikula, James Hanley Cunningham, Jack Ryan, Mr. Hickey, Mr. Kiely, Mr. Donovan, Craig Maher,
Kilian Noonan, Aaron Ryan, Jonathan Ryan, Ciaran Bourke, Aidan Griffin, Danny Ryan.

