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In the Abbey we provide a comprehensive and broad range of subjects. We are also keen to develop each child’s talents in a 
wide variety of extra curricular activities. Our sports facilities are second to none. We provide a sound moral education and value 
system that will stand your child in good stead in his future career.

Why go to the Abbey?

(a) There is a very happy, friendly atmosphere here. Students and teachers get on very well with each other. New 
students settle in very quickly.

(b) Students learn a lot. The exam results are excellent, lots of As in the Junior Cert and an above average number 
achieving more than 500 Points in the Leaving Cert. Small class sizes are a great advantage.

(c) Sport and the Abbey are synonymous. The P.E. teachers are excellent, everyone loves P.E. and we have a tremendous 
record in inter-school competitions.

(d) The school has a dedicated and committed group of teachers who know and care for the students and motivate 
them to do their best. 

(e) Special Needs students and students who find learning difficult are cared for. Every effort is made to ensure that no 
one is left behind.

(f) Students are very well-behaved. There is a positive attitude in class and around the building that is regularly 
commented upon by visitors. Bullying is rare and is dealt with effectively.

(g) Parents feel welcomed and involved. They are kept informed about their son’s progress on a regular basis.

We invite you to visit us on our Open Night to hear about our excellent examination results, recent developments and future 
plans. You will be able to meet the teachers and view our top-class facilities. You will also be given the opportunity to visit us 
during a typical school day if you so wish so that you can see for yourself the school in action and observe the high standard of 
discipline and marvellous rapport between teachers and pupils.

One of the great strengths of the Abbey is its size. As we are a school of around 400 students, the Principal and teachers can 
really get to know the boys as individuals. In our experience, pupils settle better in a school which is not a huge jump in size 
from the school they were accustomed to. By talking to you, your son and to his Primary teachers we would hope to have a 
broad picture of his personality, interests and health before he enters. An Assessment Test in January will help to give us further 
insights into his academic ability.

If you decide that the Abbey is the school for your son, we will be proud to work with you and with him over the next few years 
as we journey together through these sometimes difficult but mostly very exciting and crucial years in his life. I hope you will 
find this guide informative and helpful.

Yours sincerely,

JOHN KIELY,
Principal

A Message 
from the Principal

The time is now approaching when you will be making a very important decision concerning your 
child’s second-level education. We understand that this is something that takes time and as caring 
and concerned parents, you will want to weigh up all the available options. 
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The Abbey has a proud record in the State 
Examinations. Learning is valued here and students are 
encouraged to achieve their full potential, whatever their basic 
ability. We know that for some students passing five subjects may 
involve as much effort as a high flier who achieves 550 Points in 
the Leaving. Achievement in any form is celebrated.
The following is a sample of recent high achievers:
Leaving Cert Results 
2019
Tadhg Carew 590 Finance UCC
Brian O’Donovan 589 Maths UL
John Quirke 566 Engineering UL
Raymond Hennessy 520 Ag Science UCC
Daniels Nikolajevs 520 International Business UL
2018
Sean Landers 625 Finance UCC
Adam McGrath 589 Finance UCC
Jack O’Dwyer 532 Engineering UCD
Eoin McCormack 520 Agricultural Science UCD
Kevin Mooney 520 Finance UCC
2017
Michael McCormack 577 Pharmacy UCC 
Ben Bartlett 565 Electronic Engineering UL 
Michael Jenkins 554 Bio Technology NUIG 
Cormac Roche 543 Veterinary, Poland
Conor O’Dwyer 520 Law & Accounting - UL 

Analysis of Leaving Certificate Results 2019
The students of the Abbey are consistently achieving results well 
above the National Average in the Leaving Certificate

Points
Attained

No. Of 
Students 

Abbey 2018 
Percentage 

National 
Average 

Over 550 3 5% 6%
Over 500 6 11% 13%
Over 450 15 28% 25%
Over 400 22 40% 37%

English Higher Level Leaving Cert Results 2019

Subject Grade Abbey Students National Average
English >H1 5% 3%

>H2 26% 10%
>H3 37% 20%

Maths Higher Level Leaving Cert Results 2019

Subject Grade Abbey Students National Average
Maths >H1 12% 6%

>H2 18% 11%
>H3 23% 17%

A Abbey Students Achieve Outstanding Results 2019
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Agricultural Science Award
The Abbey was the first school in Ireland to study Agricultural 
Science for the Leaving Cert; indeed one of the conditions set 
down when the school was established in 1941 was that Ag. 
Science would always be taught here. We have an excellent 
relationship with our near neighbours Tipperary Co-Operative 
Creamery and each year the Co-Op presents an Award to the 
student who achieves the highest marks in L.C. Ag. Science.

Application Forms
These are available from the School Office at any stage and are 
also distributed to pupils in Sixth Class when the Principal visits 
Primary Schools in January. Parents and students should note the 
closing date for applications.

Assessment Tests
These tests for incoming students normally take place in January. 
Students, having already been accepted into the Abbey, undergo 
short tests in Irish, English and Maths as well as a reading test. 
They have two purposes - to identify students with learning 
difficulties and to help us divide the entrants into classes so that 
there is a mix of students in each class i.e. academically, town/
country etc. We do not have streaming in First Year i.e. A,B,C 
classes. We retain the system the boys are used to in Primary 
School.

 Bell
B

How do you know that a class is over? A buzzer 
sounds in each room. This buzzer is popularly known as the Bell. 
It also rings at 8:45am to tell you to go to your first class and 
again at 8:50am. It tells you at 11:00am to signal the end of the 
morning break. It rings at 1:25pm on Monday & Wednesday and 
it rings at 1:55pm on Tuesday, Thursday & Friday to tell you to go 
to afternoon classes. It rings again at 1:30pm Mondays and 
Wednesdays and it rings at 2:00pm on Tuesday, Thursday & 
Friday to signal the start of class.

Birth Certificate
You must present your Birth Certificate to the school in order to 
be properly registered as a secondary school student.

Board of Management
The Board of Management manages the school and it reports 
to the Department of Education and Science and also to the 
Trustees, the Edmund Rice Schools Trust. The Board employs the 
Principal, Teachers and other staff; it controls Finance, Health 
and Safety and all Policies. Appeals against decisions made by 
the Principal are heard by the Board.

Members of the 2018 to 2021 
Board of Management
 Chairman: Mr. Michael Martin
 Parents Rep: Mr. Michael Devlin
 Parents Rep: Mrs. Liza Gleeson
 E.R.S.T Rep: Mr. Brian Devlin
 E.R.S.T Rep: Mrs. Miriam McCormack
 Teachers Rep: Mrs. Nora Quinn
 Teachers Rep: Mr. Conor Hayes 
 Secretary: Mr. John Kiely

There are eight members of the Board, four nominated by E.R.S.T., 
two elected by the Parents and two elected by the Teaching Staff. 
The Board meets approximately seven times each year and it has 
a three year term of office. The Principal acts as Secretary to the 
Board but he is not a voting member of the Board.

Tadhg Hayes receiving the Tipperary CooP Agricultural Science 
Award for 2018

TY and LCA students climb Galtee Mor in September 2019

Denis Klimonov and Thomas O’Dwyer WIT Business Junior Cert 
Award Winners
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Book Lists
The list of books you will need for the following year is sent out 
in early June every year. The school does not have a bookshop. 
A book rental scheme was introduced in 2011, which is 
currently available for Junior cycle students. School books can be 
purchased in O’Mahoneys, Easons or Tony Clarkes in Limerick, 
Easons in Clonmel, Marion’s Clonmel for second-hand books, 
Hyland’s Bookstore in Mitchelstown or online at schoolbooks.ie

Breaks
The morning break is from 10:50am to 11:00am. The lunchtime 
break is from 1:00pm to 1:30pm on Monday and Wednesday. The 
lunchtime break is from 1:00pm to 2:00pm Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday. During these times the school canteen is open.

Bullying
The Abbey has a very strong Anti-Bullying Policy. Students cannot 
learn if they are unhappy and a student who is bullied is most 
unhappy. We are extremely vigilant and we take very strong 
action when bullying is reported or suspected. We are very proud 
of our record in this area; students know that bullying of any sort 
is totally unacceptable. For that reason incoming students should 
feel very confident that they will be cared for in the Abbey.

Buses
Bus Éireann manage the School Bus System. Students who 
live more than three miles from town can avail of this service. 
Application Forms can be downloaded from the Bus Éireann 
website.

 Careers Day
C

On the day before the Halloween Mid-Term Break 
speakers from Third-level Institutions, FÁS, Employers and so on 
come to a series of Career Guidance Seminars for Transition Year, 
5th Year and 6th Year students. Past-pupils also give their 
experience of college working life. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for our students and the co-operation of our visitors is greatly 
appreciated. 

Career Guidance & Counselling
We have extensive whole school guidance options available 
for students at all stages of their schooling here. The Abbey 
promotes progression to higher and further education to all of 
our students. We model and support these whole school efforts 
through pathways, mentoring, work experience programmes, 
leadership through service and partnership with parents. 
Guidance and Counselling is at the heart of our pastoral care.  
Our Guidance Counsellor has a caring and supportive role in the 
school where students can get advice and support about a range 
of issues. From relationships to study skills and family difficulties 
to college advice and information, the Guidance Counsellor is 
on hand to meet with students in a confidential environment 
where they can be cared for and supported throughout their 
time in the school.  Counselling helps our students explore their 
thoughts and feelings and the choices open to them. It gives care 
and support to pupils learning to cope with the many aspects of 
growing up and school life and with their individual personal 
circumstances. 

The role of the Guidance Counsellor falls into three areas:

•	 Educational	 Guidance	 &	 Counselling – providing 
support at key moments during your time in school.  The Guidance 
Counsellor is involved in helping with the transition from primary 
to secondary school and with helping with subject choices as 
well as academic tracking to ensure students are performing 
to the best of their ability across all subjects.   The Guidance 
Counsellor also works with students on developing their study 
skills.

•	 Vocational	Guidance	&	Counselling – working closely 
with students in TY, 5th and 6th year on career/college choices. 
Help students in gaining work experience. Work and college 
Shadowing experience. Interview preparation.

•	 Social	 and	 Personal	 Guidance	 &	 Counselling – the 
Guidance Counsellor is available to meet with students to talk 
about any issue that might be affecting them.  The students 
also have talks and workshops on stress management, making 
friends, mental health, wellbeing and resilience, etc.

Merit Award Winners 2019 with Special Guest Pat McDonaghMr. Conor Hayes 
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Caretaker
The Caretaker has a very 
important role in keeping the 
school functioning. He opens 
and closes the school each day, 
he cares for the heating and 
lighting, is responsible for the 
bins, for repairs and all general 
maintenance. He is often asked 
by students to repair a damaged 
locker or to open a locker if both 
keys are missing.

C.B.S. 
For the past seventy years the school has been known as the 
Abbey C.B.S. C.B.S. stands for Christian Brothers Schools. The 
Irish Christian Brothers are an Order of Catholic men dedicated 
to the education of young people in the tradition of their founder, 
Edmund Ignatius Rice.

The Christian Brothers came to Tipperary in 1868 when the 
“Old Monastery” was established on the Hills. They had a 
Primary and a Secondary School there. In 1941 the Secondary 

School teachers and pupils 
moved to the present Abbey 
site and in 1940 the Primary 
school moved to where the 
Monastery C.B.S. flourishes 
today. 

The Principal of the Abbey 
was always a Christian 
Brother until 1986 when Mr. 
Michael Ryan was appointed 
Principal and the first Board 
of Management took over 
the day-to-day running of the 
school. The involvement of the 

Christian Brothers as Trustees of the school ceased in September 
2008. The School in now part of the Edmund Rice Schools Trust.

The last Christian Brother to work in the Abbey was Brother 
Tom Horgan. His work for the young people and the elderly of 
the town is fondly and deservedly remembered. He died in April 
2000 and is buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery.

A Plaque at the entrance door commemorates the invaluable 
contribution of the Irish Christian Brothers to education in 
Tipperary.

Chaplain
The Chaplain is a local priest, Fr. John Beatty. He conducts 
Masses, prayer services and other religious services in the school.

Christmas Tournaments
These Tournaments start in November and involve every student in 
one sport – Gaelic Football, Hurling, Soccer, Rugby, Basketball or 
Olympic Handball. The early rounds take place during lunchtime. 
The finals are held on the day you get Christmas Holidays and 
there are trophies for the winners.

Mural completed by TY Students with artist Neil O’Dwyer in the new Abbey Sports Hall

 Br. Horgan

Rugby O’Brien Cup Winning Team in action

Our Caretaker Tom Neville
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Christmas Carol Services
A Carol and Prayer Service follows the Christmas Tournaments. 
This is always a very meaningful and also an enjoyable occasion 
and everyone goes home afterwards for the Christmas Holidays 
in a good mood.

Classrooms
Most teachers have their own classroom. Your class moves as a 
group at the end of each period to the classroom of the teacher 
you have next. All classrooms, except for two, are at ground level. 

Class Size
We are very conscious that students have a better chance to 
learn and to receive the attention they deserve in small class 
sizes. Classes in First Year are usually of 26 students at most and 
it remains so for most subjects up to Junior Cert. Transition Year 
classes have a maximum of 28, LCA classes have a maximum of 
16 while Leaving Certificate classes can vary from 8 up to 30.

Complaint Sheet
In cases of serious disruption or continuous lack of cooperation, 
a teacher will send a Complaint Sheet to the Year Head. Parents 
are sent for after three Complaint Sheets. In Transition Year, six 
Complaint Sheets leads to a transfer to Fifth Year. Junior Cert. 
students with a high number of Complaints against them may 
be refused entry to Transition Year.

Computers
The Abbey has excellent Computer facilities. The main Computer 
room has 30 PC’s while there is a second Computer room for 
Design & Communication Graphics with 30 PC’s. All Transition 
Year students do the Microsoft Office Systems (Equivalent of 
ECDL).

   Deputy-PrincipalD
The Deputy-

Principal assists the Principal in 
running the school every day. 
He is always available to 
students either on the corridor 
or in his office and has a major 
role in making sure students 
are on time each morning, that 
they go to class on time and 
that they behave on corridors. 
He is very involved in looking 
after Special Needs students 
and the Administration of the 
Junior and Leaving Certificates 
as well as Evening Study.  
Mr. Pat Donovan is the current Deputy-Principal, having been 
appointed in 2007.

Dressing Rooms
The Dressing Rooms are located past the handball alley and 
across from the Mary Rice Centre.

Digital Notice-boards
There are two digital notice-boards in the school which keep 
students up to date with school events. A stream from RTE News 
is also provided.

Driving Course
The Abbey has a purpose-built Driving Course where Transition 
Year and LCA students are taught to drive by qualified Driving 
Instructors. This course includes a roundabout. Transition Year 

Pat Donovan

The D.C.G. Computer Room Woodwork students with Mr. Ryan

The Music Room
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and LCA students also study for the Driver Theory Test and have 
lectures from outside speakers such as the Gardaí on Road Safety. 

We consider it vitally important that young men are taught 
positive attitudes to Road Safety from an early age.

 
E Edmund Rice

Edmund Rice (1762-1844) was born in Callan in Co. Kilkenny. He 
became a very rich business man in Waterford but was troubled 

by the poverty and educational deprivation he saw around him. 
He gave up all his wealth and devoted the rest of his life to the 
education of the poor. He founded the Irish Christian Brothers 
and set up schools for boys who up until then had no chance 
of an education. He saw education as the quickest route out of 
poverty. His first schools were in Mount Sion (Waterford), Carrick-
on-Suir and Dungarvan. The Brothers 
opened their first school in Tipperary 
at the Hills in 1868. The Monastery 
Primary School and the Abbey are both 
Christian Brother Schools.

Edmund Rice Wing
This is the name given to the Extension 
opened in 2003 by the Taoiseach. It 
contains the Woodwork, Technology 

and Construction Studies rooms and 3rd and 5th year students 
have their lockers there. It also contains a pictorial display of 
the India Project. You will recognise this area by the red floor 
covering.

Education Philosophy 
An Edmund Rice School has the following characteristics:
• Excellence in teaching and learning;
• Creating a caring school community;
• Leaders who inspire and motivate others;
• Promoting partnership so that students, parents and 

teachers all work in harmony;
• Being faithful to the life of Jesus Christ and to His message.

Entrances
When you come to the Open Night, to the Assessment Tests and 
on the first two days you enter by the main gate opposite the 
Creamery. That gate is usually reserved for teachers and visitors. 
You will be expected after that to use either the top gate on 
Station Road or the gate across from Tipp Co-Op SuperValu.

Entry Procedures
The school has an open enrolment policy. All interested boys 
who have completed Sixth Class in a recognised Primary School 
are welcome to apply. Application Forms are available from the 
School Office. Applicants will be informed of the date of the Open 
Night and the closing date for applications. They will also be told 
the maximum number of pupils that the school can accept that 
year. Two weeks following the closing date students and parents 
will be informed by letter whether they have a place.

The Open Night is usually held in October/November. The Principal 
meets the Parents of all successful applicants during the month 
of May/June in order to learn more about the personality of each 
student and his early school years. He will also meet the teachers 
of Sixth Class so as to further build up a profile of each student.

We need parents to supply a Birth Certificate and PPSN number 
for each student.

Evening Study
The Abbey School provides Evening Study running five days a 
week. For 2019/2020, Evening Study will run from 3.50-5.50pm 

First Years participating in Maths Week

Bust of Edmund Rice at the entrance to the Edmund Rice Wing.

Edmund Rice

Nora Quinn and Jim Ryan, Practical subject teachers 
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Monday and Wednesday evening and 3.45-5.45pm on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday evening. Students will have access to 
discounted healthy snacks in our newly refurbished Canteen 
each evening.

Expulsion

Expulsion from the school is the ultimate sanction and it can only 
be exercised by the Board of Management in extreme cases of 
indiscipline. It is only very rarely that such action would need to 
be considered by the school authorities. Potential reasons could 
be violence, abusive or foul language towards a staff member, 
serious vandalism or substance abuse. An expulsion can be 
appealed to the Department of Education and Skills.

E.R.S.T.
The Edmund Rice Schools Trust is the organisation set up in 2008 
to oversee the running of C.B.S. Schools in Ireland. It has taken 
over from the Irish Christian Brothers and it strives to maintain 
and develop the educational philosophy of Edmund Rice and the 
Brothers.

Extra-Curricular Activities
These are all the activities that go on outside the classroom - 
sports, quizzes, driving lessons, chess, debates, school trips, plays, 

musicals and so on. They are an important part of school life and 
as well as benefiting students they deepen the bond between 
them and their school.

 First Days in the Abbey
F

The school opens for First Year in late August – 
you will be given plenty of notice. That morning you will have a 
meeting with your Year Head, Deputy Principal and Principal. 
They will welcome you to the Abbey, give you some necessary 
information and answer your questions. You will also learn what 
class year you will be in and you will be given a timetable. YYou 
will then have classes from 9.30 until 12.00pm. You will be the 
only students present on that first morning.

In the afternoon, you will have some fun and sporting activities 
to help you get to know the new pupils in your class better. These 
activities will be organised by the PE teachers and Transition Year 
students. 

From the second day on you will have class each day from 8.50am 
until 3.30 p.m./3.20pm. The reason for this gradual opening 
of the school is so that you will get to know your way around 
without being confused by large numbers on the corridors. In the 
first week you will be given your locker, an absence notebook 
and a homework journal.

Free Books
The Government abolished the free Book Grant for needy pupils 
in 2008. Parents who may have difficulty purchasing books 
because of unemployment, disability etc. can be facilitated by an 
instalment system or by a limited Book Lending System. Please 
do not let cost be a worry – no student is ever embarrassed or 
turned away because of money difficulties

Free Classes
You often hear older students talk about having a free class. This 
happens when a teacher is absent. In Primary School in such 
circumstances a substitute teacher would be brought in for the 

Maureen Gleeson former Chairperson of the Board of Management, cuts the ribbon on the new PE Hall in May 2019  
with students, staff and current Chairperson Mike Martin.

1st Years students learning Irish Sign Language
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day and that person would teach you all subjects. That does not 
happen in Secondary – it is virtually impossible to get a German 
Substitute teacher for example. A teacher will supervise you 
as you do work assigned by the absent teacher or you may be 
allowed do your Homework.

Footwear
Black leather shoes are obligatory. Runners are not allowed. 
Guidlines for incoming first years will be issued as part of the 
application process.

 Getting around
G

New students often worry that they will get lost in 
such a large school, especially students coming from smaller 
National Schools. Don’t worry – we have never lost a student 
yet! There are a few simple rules – always walk on the left of 
corridors and stay with your class group as you move from room 
to room. 

There is always someone with a better sense of direction than 
you. You will also benefit by being the only students present 
for the first two days and by the gradual bringing back of the 
older classes. If you are in any doubt never be afraid to ask 
the Principal, Deputy-Principal or any teacher. We are always 
available and willing to help you.

Grades
The following Grade system applies in the	Junior	Cert. 
 A = 85% or more
 B = 70% to 84%
 C = 55% to 69%
 D = 40% to 54%
 E = 25% to 39%
 F  = 10% to 24%
 NG = 9% or less

Junior	Cycle	Grades as follows:
 Distinction = 90 to 100%
 Higher Merit = 75 to 90%
 Merit = 55 to 75%
 Achieved = 40 to 55% 
 Partially Achieved = 20 to 40%
 Not Graded = 0 to 20%

Graduation Night 
The Graduation Mass for Sixth Year students takes place just 
before they sit the Leaving Cert. It includes a presentation to 
each student and a reception hosted by the Parents’ Council for 
the students and their parents.

Green-Schools
The Green School Committee has been up and running since 
December 2018 and has been working hard to promote 
environmental awareness in the school community. The 
committee is currently working to achieve a Green Flag for Litter 
& Waste. So far, they have completed a Litter Survey and Waste 
Audits, and have taken part in the National Spring Clean. New 
students to the school are expected to support these efforts and 
to respect the environmental ethos of the school.

 Hair Style
H

Hair is to be kept neat and tidy and students 
should shave regularly. Extravagant hair styles such as fully or 
partially shaved heads, dyed hair and number one cuts or less are 
unacceptable. Students with blatantly unacceptable hairstyles 
may be asked to remain at home for a period of not more than 
five school days.

Green Schools Committe

Hang Tough Sportsday 2019
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History of the Abbey
Around 1300, the Augustinian Friars established a Friary or 
Monastery on the southern bank of the River Ara. It was located 
on the field in front of the present school. The Friary, popularly 
known as the Abbey, existed for 240 years until it was suppressed 
during the reign of King Henry VIII. The Augustinians, however, 
remained in Tipperary until 1847 when Fr. Nicholas Roche died. 
The Arch which you see near the Tipperary Co-Op SuperValu 
entrance was erected in 2006 to commemorate the Augustinians 
and their role in the history of Tipperary Town.

Erasmus Smith (1611-1691) was a very significant figure in 
the history of the Abbey. He was an English merchant who 
had supported Oliver Cromwell. As a reward he was given 
thousands of acres of Irish land. With the end of Cromwell’s 
rule and the restoration of the Monarchy, Smith was afraid his 
Irish lands would be taken from him. He offered to set up four 

Grammar Schools around the country to educate the sons of 
Protestant gentlemen. King Charles II was suitably impressed. 
By 1680 Tipperary Grammar School was built, using stone from 
the ruins of the Augustinian Abbey. This school lasted ten years 
and was destroyed during the war between William of Orange 
and King James.

The second Grammar School building lasted from 1702 until 
approximately 1815. The third school on the site was built in 
1820 and survived until 1941 when it was badly damaged by 
fire. The Grammar School had ceased to operate during the War 
of Independence and the building was abandoned during the 
1920s and 1930s.

The Christian Brothers took over the site in 1941 and pupils and 
teachers worked in very difficult conditions until 1955 when the 
current main school building, including the Tower, was built. This 
new building, extended in 1979 and again in 2003, is therefore 
the fourth school building on the site. 

As an Abbey School student you will be studying in a place which 
has been the scene of religious and educational activity for over 
700 years, the oldest historic site in the town.

The Abbey - Erasmus Smith Grammar School, c. 1941, after the fire

Memorial to the Grammar School unveiled 
by President McAleese in 2000

Blessing of Augustinian Arch
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Holidays
Secondary School Summer Holidays are normally from June 1st 
until August. You will have two weeks off at Christmas and two 
weeks also at Easter. There are also one week breaks in late 
October and mid-February.

Junior and Leaving Cert students have their exams in June and 
are usually finished by June 20th. 

School is normally open for 36 weeks each year.

Homework
New students often worry that they will be overwhelmed by 
lots of homework, especially as they will be doing so many new 
subjects. However, remember that you do not have every subject 
every day. In First Year you should not have to spend more than 
an hour and a half at homework. You will have homework at 
weekends.

Homework Club 
Homework Club is open to First Year students from September 
to May each year. It differs from Supervised Study as it is only 
offered to First Year students, assistance is given with homework 
by teachers and it is 1 hour in duration. Homework Club 
runs Monday to Thursday from 3.45-4.45pm. The benefits of 
Homework Club are that each student can get assistance from 
teachers, the majority of his homework is done by the time he 
gets home and homework can be completed in a safe, distraction 
free environment.

Homework Journal
Every student has to purchase a Homework Journal in order to 
keep a record of the work given by the different teachers. We 
ask parents to sign this journal every weekend. The journal can 
also be used by individual teachers to send a message home to 
parents.

 In-House Detention
I

This is where, because of serious misbehaviour, a 
student may be asked to remain in the classroom of his Year 
Head all day rather then going to normal class. It is an alternative 
to suspension.

 John Ryan Scholarships
J

A past-pupil of the Abbey, Mr. John Ryan provides 
Scholarships every year to enable economically disadvantaged 
students attend third-level colleges. Mr. Ryan is the former 
Chairman and Chief Executive of Macrovision Corporation and 
he now lives in California.

Junior Certificate
This is an examination that all students sit after three years in 
Secondary School. Most students sit eleven different subjects. 
The exam is organised by the State Examinations Commission. 

Subjects can be taken at Higher (Honours) level, Ordinary (Pass) 
level and in Irish, English and Maths at Foundation (Basic) level.

Junior Cycle
The Framework for Junior Cycle provides the basis for secondary 
schools to plan quality, inclusive and relevant education 
programmes with improved learning experiences for all students, 
including those with special educational needs. The new Junior 
Cycle will better prepare students for life and future learning.

Key skills
The changes will ensure that your child continues to develop key 
literacy and numeracy skills as well as learning how to manage 
information, how to think critically, how to work with others and 
how to manage themselves. Other skills will include fostering 
creativity, the ability to communicate effectively and staying well.

Subjects
The following subjects are part of new Junior Cycle with other 
subjects to follow on a phased basis: English, Business Studies, 
Science, Geography, Modern Languages, Music, Art, Craft & 
Design, Irish, Maths, History.

Priority learning units (PLUs)
These are designed to meet the learning needs of a small number 
of students with learning disabilities. PLUs focus on the life skills 
of communicating and literacy, numeracy, personal care, living in 
a community and preparing for work.

Classroom-Based Assessment (CBA)
In each subject, students will undertake two Classroom-Based 
Assessments facilitated by their teacher. One Classroom-Based 
Assessment will take place in second year and a second Classroom-
Based Assessment in third year. Classroom-Based Assessments 
will provide students with opportunities to demonstrate their 
understanding and skills in a way which would not be possible 
in a formal examination. A particular purpose of the Classroom- 

Sinéad O’Gorman, 
Music Teacher

Mr. Conor Sweeney, 
Geography Teacher
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Based Assessments will be to facilitate developmental feedback 
to students during their engagement with the assessment task 
and at the end of the process.

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement
As part of the Framework for Junior Cycle the reporting process at 
junior cycle will culminate in the award of the JCPA to students. 
The JCPA is a new kind of award and it will replace the Junior 
Certificate from 2017. It will report on student achievement 
across a broad range of areas of learning in junior cycle. The 
JCPA, alongside other reporting arrangements in junior cycle, 
will offer parents/guardians a clear, broad picture of their child’s 
learning journey over the three years of junior cycle.

Junior Cycle Wellbeing
The Framework for Junior Cycle provides for a new area of 
learning at Junior Cycle called Wellbeing. Wellbeing will cross 
the three years of Junior Cycle and build on substantial work 
already taking place in schools in support of students’ wellbeing. 
This area of learning will make the school’s culture, ethos and 
commitment to wellbeing visible to students. It will include 
learning opportunities to enhance the physical, mental, emotional 
and social wellbeing of students. It will enable students to build 
life skills and develop a strong sense of connectedness to their 
school and community. 

The Junior Cycle Wellbeing programme will begin with 300 hours 
of and build up to 400 hours by 2020 as the new junior cycle is 
implemented fully in schools.

 Leaving Certificate
L

Students sit this Examination at the end of Sixth 
Year - most are 18 years old at that stage. They sit seven subjects:
Irish, English, Maths and four subjects that they choose from a 
list of thirteen options. 

Results in the Leaving Cert. determine what university or college 
places you are offered.

Leaving Certificate Applied 
(LCA)
The Leaving Certificate Applied is a distinct, self-contained 
two-year programme aimed at preparing students for adult 
and working life. The programme puts an emphasis on forms 
of achievement and excellence, which the established Leaving 
Certificate has not recognised in the past. The Leaving Certificate 
Applied was introduced to recognise the talents of all students and 
provide opportunities for development in terms of responsibility, 
self-esteem and self-knowledge and reflection. It is an innovative 
programme in the way students learn, in what they learn and 
in the way their achievements are assessed. Work Experience 
forms a major part of the programme. Students participate in 
4 placements over the 2 years by engagement with organised 
placements every Wednesday. Below is the range of subjects that 
The Abbey School offers to LCA students.

•	 English & Communications

•	 Mathematical Applications
•	 Social Education
•	 Vocational Preparation & Guidance
•	 Horticulture
•	 Art, Craft & Design
•	 Information Technology
•	 Practical Achievement
•	 Personal Reflection
•	 Irish
•	 French
•	 Information Technology
•	 Graphics & Construction Studies
•	 Technology
•	 Active Leisure Studies

Literacy and Numeracy
The National Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy among 
Children and Young People 2011-2020 was launched in July 
2011 by Minister of Education, Ruairí Quinn. The strategy is based 
on the premise that “world class literacy and numeracy skills will 
be essential for the rebuilding of our economic prosperity and 
ensuring the well-being of our society”.

In launching the document the Minister stated that “Literacy 
can and will be taught in the context not only of English or 
Irish lessons but also through other subjects, and it will be 
important that we embed these literacy and numeracy skills in 
each subject as appropriate.” We are currently implementing 
a number of strategies aimed at improving literacy across the 
curriculum. Among these are; reading for pleasure, keyword 
initiatives, reading challenges, oral presentations, reading for 
comprehension and language development.

Lockers
All students are provided with a locker in September. Each set of 
lockers is looked after by by the caretaker or SNA Conor Ryan; this 
person also retains a spare key for each locker in the event that 
the student has lost or forgotten his key. The school will retain a 
spare key in case of loss. The locker is used to store books, coats, 
jackets, sports gear etc. First Years have a special Locker Room. 

New back gate to new PE Hall
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This is open from 8.30 a.m. to 8.50 a.m. each morning, during 
break 10.50 am to 11.00am from 1.00 p.m. until 1.30 p.m. / 
2.00pm at the end of lunchbreak. It is also open from 3.30 until 
3.40 p.m. after school. the SNAs look after the lockers.

First year students are encouraged to go to the Locker Room 
before 8.45am and deposit any books they do not need during 
the morning. They should also leave their bag in their locker at 
lunchtime. At 1.45 they should collect the books they need for 
afternoon classes. At the end of the school day they need only 
bring home the books they need for homework. By following 
these procedures students will reduce greatly the weight of 
books they have to carry around.

Lunch Break
Lunchbreak is from 1:00pm to 1:30pm Monday and Wednesday 
and 1:00pm to 2:00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. First Years 
and Second Years are not allowed leave the school grounds. They 
may bring their own lunch or go to the Canteen. Other years 
have permission to leave the school on production of a note from 
their parents at the beginning of the year.

During lunchbreak the school is always open to students and 
many take the opportunity to do homework or further study. 
Footballs, sliotars and basketballs are also given out and many 
students organise games. There are four table tennis tables 
available and also a badminton court. You will certainly not be 
bored. Training for school teams also takes place at lunchtime.

 Mary Rice Centre
M

This is a centre specifically for students with needs. 
It was opened by the Minister for Education in 2005. It contains 
a music room, a classroom for individual or small group tuition 
and an office. It is named after Mary Rice, the special needs 
daughter of Blessed Edmund Rice. The Library is on the first floor.

Merit Awards
Each year Merit Awards are presented to twenty students. Half 
of these are chosen by a vote of the students, the remainder are 

chosen by the teachers. The awards are sponsored by the Parents’ 
Council and each recipient is presented with a certificate and 
voucher by a distinguished personality. 

The categories for consideration are:
(a) Academic Excellence 
(b) Effort at Study 
(c) Other extra-curricular achievements in school or outside 
(d) Courtesy and consideration towards other students and the 

teachers
(e) Achievement in the face of personal or family trauma

The Awards Ceremony takes place in late May.

Mid-Term Breaks
Students have a week off in late October and mid-February each 
year. The exact dates are set by the Department of Education and 
they are the same for all second-level schools.

Microsoft Office 
Systems(Equivalent of ECDL) 
Microsoft Office Systems formerly known as ECDL is a computer 
course offered to all TY students of the Abbey during their 
Transition Year. This full academic year course incorporates many 
useful modules such as Microsoft Word, Excel and Powerpoint, 
with the understanding and use of these modules drastically 
helping the student in academic life. With the progression 
of web-based uses for computes this course has made other 
modules available to participants such as web editing, image 
editing and online collaboration.

Mission Statement
This is a statement of the main aims of the Abbey School. It reads 
as follows:-
The Abbey School, in the tradition of Edmund Rice, cares for 
all its students. We strive to help each reach his full potential 
academically, socially, in sport and in extra-curricular activities. 
By our own example we lead our students to put Christian values 
into practice in their dealings with others. We encourage them to 
be concerned and participative citizens in their local community, 

Lockers in the Social and Pastoral area

Musicians play at Merit Awards
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nationally and in Europe and to be aware of their responsibilities 
to the poor and marginalised of the Third World. 

Mobile Phones
Students are allowed to bring a mobile phone to school but it 
must be turned off during class time. It can never be used in 
the school building. Mobile phones can be used in the school 
grounds before and after school, during the 10.50am break and 
at lunchtime.
Students who break this rule will have their phone, including the 
SIM card, confiscated for three days.

Mocks
The Mocks or the Pre-Exams are held in February each year 
over a two-week period. They give Junior Cert and Leaving Cert 
students a practice run in all their subjects and are a kind of 
training session where the students learn how to allocate the 
correct time to each question and to read the instructions on the 
paper correctly. They are set by private companies rather than by 
the State Examinations Commission.

Monitor Card
This is a notice sent to parents, normally by the Year Head, 
indicating a particular misdemeanour or repeated instances of 
misbehaviour. All such cards must be signed and returned to the 
school the following day. It is not a good sign if more than one 
Monitor Card needs to be sent home.

Music
Music is offered to all First Year students. Students have many 
opportunities during their time in the school to perform at Open 
Night, Christmas Carol Service, Moorehaven Christmas Fair, 
graduation ceremonies and many others.

Musical 
Many of you will have attended the annual Transition Year 
Musical, produced by students from the Abbey and Saint 
Anne’s in the Excel. There are five matinees and three night-
time performances. Abbey students go as a group to one of the 
afternoon shows. It is usually held in October/November.

All Shook Up (2019), Guys and Dolls (2018), Super Trouper 
(2017), High School Musical (2016), Anything Goes (2015), 
Zombie Prom (2014), Back to the 80s (2013), Grease (2012), 
Hairspray (2011), Godspell (2010), All Shook Up (2009), 
Calamity Jane (2008), Back to the 80s (2007), Rock Nativity 
(2006), Little Shop of Horrors (2005) and Fiddler on the Roof 
(2004) were all spectacularly successful and most enjoyable. The 
Musical is one of the major highlights of Transition Year and all 
Transition Years are encouraged to take part.

 Newsletter
N

Twice yearly the school publishes a Newsletter. 
Information and pictures on the many activities that take place in 
the Abbey are included. A copy is sent to each household and it 
is a valuable means of communication for parents and past-
pupils as well as the current students.

New Subjects
The subjects that you study in First Year that you have not 
done before include, Technical Graphics, Technology, Materials 
Technology (Wood), Music, Business Studies, CSPE, French and 
German. Some Primary school students may already have done 
some French or German.

The Abbey Merit Award Winners 2019 pictured with Pat McDonagh
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Musical: Guys and Dolls (2018)
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 Open Night
O

This night is designed for interested Sixth Class 
pupils and their parents. It is usually held in November. 
Advertisements are placed in the Nationalist and Limerick Leader 
and information is also given to all the traditional feeder primary 
schools.

Students and parents are taken on a tour of the school by our 
current First Year students. This usually lasts about an hour. A 
general meeting and question and answer session is then held 
followed by refreshments in the staffroom. The aim is to let you 
see what happens on a day-to-day basis in classrooms, science 
laboratories, computer rooms, sports hall, canteen etc.

All interested parents and students are recommended to attend 
the Open Night.

Opening Times
The school accepts pupils from 8.30 each morning. It closes at 
6.00 p.m. after Evening Study or otherwise at 5.00 p.m.

Ordinary and Higher Level 
Courses
Most subjects for Junior and Leaving Certificate can be studied 
at Higher (Honours) or Ordinary (Pass) level. There are also 
Foundation level Courses in Irish, English and Maths.

 Parents’ Advisory Council
P

The Parents’ Advisory Council represents the 
viewpoint of the parents. The Principal and a representative of 
the teachers meet with the Parents’ Council every six weeks or 
so. Fifty parents regularly attend these meetings where issues of 
mutual interest are discussed.
Every parent is entitled to be a member of the Council, you do 
not need to be nominated by anyone else. Parents volunteering 
to go on the Council then elect their own officers.
Some of the topics discussed in recent years include school 
policies such as discipline, school meals, school trips and library 
facilities. At each meeting the Principal gives a detailed account 
of school activities.
The Council also sponsors Merit Awards for twenty students 
each year and teams that reach Munster and All-Ireland Finals 
in extra-curricular activities. It recently purchased a defibrillator 
for the school.

Parent-Teacher Meetings
Each class has one formal Parent-Teacher Meeting each year 
where parents have the opportunity to meet each of their son’s 
teachers. Alternative arrangements can be made to facilitate any 
Parent who cannot attend such a meeting. 

Parents may request a meeting with the Principal, Deputy-
Principal, Year Head or any teacher by making an appointment 
through the office.

Past-Pupils
Many Abbey past-pupils have had distinguished careers. They 
include:-
Seamus Hennessy, Ruckus Wireless Corporation, California
John Ryan, Macrovision Corporation, California
Dr. Tom O’Dwyer, Chairman, Teagasc and the Heritage Council
John Fitzgerald, Dublin City Manager and Chairman of the 

Limerick Regeneration Project.
Padraig Culbert, Former Chief Executive, Tipperary Institute
John Delaney, Chief Executive F.A.I.
Brigadier-General Paddy Hayes, O.C. Southern Command
Nicky English, Tipperary Hurler and Manager
John O’Donoghue, Tipperary Hurling Goalkeeper
Alan Quinlan, Rugby International 
Pat Murray, International Golfer
Denis Lynch, International Showjumper
Frank Delaney, Author and Broadcaster
Jarlath Daly, Sculptor
Fr. Christy O’Dwyer, Dean of Cashel
Brendan Griffin, T.D.

Art Room

Transition Year students pictured in Cappanalea in April 2019
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The number of past-pupils who have become teachers is really 
noticeable. Currently 10 members of staff are former pupils of 
the school.
Past-pupils of the Abbey Grammar School include John O’Leary, 
the Fenian Leader, Standish O’Grady, author, Bishop Michael 
Slattery of Cashel and Emly and Thomas McCarthy, one of the 
seven founders of the GAA in 1884.

Payment System
We have introduced a facility called Easy Payments Plus to allow 
you to pay school expenses securely online with your debit or 
credity card. We would encourage all parents to avail of this 
facility. You can access Easy Payments Plus via our website www.
abbeyschool.ie. 

Points System
Higher 
Level 
Grades

Higher 
Level 
Points

% Bands 
Ordinary 

Level 
Grades

Ordinary 
Level 
points 

H1 100 90-100% 01 56
H2 88 80-89% 02 46
H3 77 70-79% 03 37
H4 66 60-69% 04 28
H5 56 50-59% 05 20
H6 46 40-49% 06 12
H7 37 30-39% 07 0
H8 0 0-29% 08 0

Please note students with Higher Level Maths qualify for 25 
Bonus points where Maths is one of their top 6 subjects.

PPSN
Every parent must provide us with their son’s PPSN number at 
the start of First Year. This can be obtained from the Department 
of Social & Family Affairs at 01 7043281

Principal
The Principal is in overall day-to-day charge of the running of the 
school. He is assisted in this by the Deputy-Principal, the teachers 
and all other staff. He is freely available to meet students and 
makes a particular point to be in the First Year Locker Room every 
day. The current Principal is Mr. John Kiely who took up duty here 
in 2013.

Punishment
Students who break rules or are disobedient can be given 
punishment such as: extra written work, parents being contacted, 
being put on a Report Card, a Complaint Sheet being given to 
the Year Head, detention at lunchtime, withdrawal of privileges 
such as going on tours or representing the school, being moved 
to another class etc.

 Religion
R

The ethos of the Abbey is Christian and most 
students are Roman Catholics. The subject Religion, taken to 

Principal John Kiely pictured with past pupil John F. Ryan who was 
a pupil in the school from 1944-1950

TY Students attending the TY Summit Expo
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Junior Cert., is a general non-denominational course. Students of 
all religions and none are respected and welcomed. In recent 
years we have had Church of Ireland, Muslim and Jehovah’s 
Witness students.

Resource Teachers
These are teachers who specialise in working with students who 
have learning difficulties, either on a one-to-one basis or in small 
groups. 

Rice Cup
This is a hurling competition for First Year students and it is 
contested by schools where Christian Brothers once worked.

Report Card
When a Year Head puts a student on Report it means that the 
student must present the card to the teacher at the beginning of 
every class. The teacher will comment on the student’s behaviour 
and homework. The card is shown to the parents that night and 
to the Year Head the following morning. This process often lasts 
for a week. It is not a good sign of any student if they have to be 
given a second series of Report Cards.

Rules
When you come to the Abbey you will be given a list of the 
School Rules. All schools have similar rules and they are simple 
to understand and easy to follow. 

The main rules are:
While in school each student is subject to the authority of 
the Principal, Deputy-Principal and each member of the 
teaching staff.
Pupils are required to show respect to all staff members at 
all times.

They are also required to treat their fellow students and their 
property with care and consideration. 
Students are to cooperate fully in the work of the class, 
to present homework on time and to make every effort to 
achieve their full potential in all school activities.
Students are expected to be regular in their attendance and 
to be on time morning and afternoon.

2nd year students enjoying the CSPE trip to Cloughjordan’s 
Ecovillage

Skiing on Manchester School Tour 2018

Manchester School Tour 2018

TY Students pictured at Manchester City game
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Students may not leave the school at any time without 
written permission from their parents/guardians. They must 
sign a Day Book if leaving the school during class time and 
on return, if during the school day.
Any behaviour by a student which brings the school into 
disrepute while he is in school uniform or taking part in a 
school related activity outside school is liable to be dealt 
with severely.

 School Trips
S

The Abbey School normally organizes a foreign 
school tour once per year for TY students. There are other school 
trips throughout the year such as Ecology trips, Geography Field 
Study trips, Art trips, English theatre trips, History trips and CSPE 
trips. First Years go on an adventure day in May every year to 
Ballyhass Lakes.

Secretaries Office
When you ring the Abbey your call is normally answered by one 
of our two secretaries, AnneMarie Ruby and Mrs. Bernie O’Dwyer. 
Their office is just inside the main door and all visitors should 
report there when coming to the school for any reason.

When students have to leave during the school day for dental, 
optical, medical appointments etc. they must sign out at this 
office. Parents delivering items forgotten by their sons should 

also report to the Secretaries’ 
Office. Students feeling unwell 
should ask the Secretary to 
phone their parents to arrange 
collection.

SNA
An SNA is a Special Needs 
Assistant who is assigned by 
the Department of Education 
to look after students with 
particular difficulties.

Social and Pastoral Area
This is the area between the junior toilet and the computer room. 
Second Years and Sixth Years have their lockers there.

Special Needs
The Abbey has a very strong tradition of welcoming and helping 
students with Special Needs. The Mary Rice Centre is tangible 
evidence of that commitment and there are three other rooms 
which are used by resource teachers.

Speaking at the opening Minister Hanafin said “I am delighted 
to be here in the Abbey which has a long tradition of providing 
for the needs of all its pupils. Over the years it has invested 
enormous efforts supporting and providing for pupils with a 
variety of learning needs. Today is a celebration of those efforts 
as we open this Centre which will provide dedicated resource 
facilities. The Abbey is an excellent example of an inclusive 
school.”

Sport
The Abbey is renowned for its commitment to sport and its great 
record across the spectrum of sporting competitions. In September 
2018, the school was awarded the Active Schools’ Flag which is 
awarded to schools that strive to achieve a physically educated 
and physically active school community. The process aims to get 
more schools, more active, more often. The Abbey is one of only 
two post-primary schools in Tipperary to be awarded the flag. 
In 2013, The Abbey won the title of “Most Improved Fitness 
School” in the Aviva National Health Challenge. The Abbey is 
one of a small number of schools that have won All Ireland titles 
in both hurling(1992, 2002, 2016) and football(1998).

Each class has two Physical Education classes each week. 
Transition Year students have a triple P.E. class. Every student is 
helped to achieve his potential during P.E. class. The main aim 
of the P.E. teachers is that everyone will enjoy the benefits and 
experience of being involved in physical activity.

Sports played in the Abbey include hurling, Gaelic football, 
soccer, rugby, basketball, table-tennis, volleyball and badminton. 

Our Secretaries, Bernie O’Dwyer and Anne Marie Ruby Special Needs Assistants Josephine O’Heney and Conor Ryan

Special Needs Assistant  
Trisha Peters
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Teams are also entered in sports such as golf, pitch and putt, 
swimming, athletics and equestrian disciplines.

Another feature of the school sporting calendar are our Christmas 
and Summer tournaments which involve every student in the 
school. 

Our facilities include numerous playing fields, three basketball/
tennis courts, a handball alley, a sports hall and a table-tennis 
room.

Sports Day
One of the highlights of the school year is our Sports Day. The 
event involves every student in the school. The entire school is 
divided into four teams called the Sharks, Pythons, Falcons that 
compete across a myriad of sporting activities for the coveted 
perpetual trophy and the specially commissioned Abbey medals. 
Our Transition Year students organise and officiate throughout 
this exciting day.

Sporting Successes
Many notable successes at county, provincial 
and national level include:
•		 All-Ireland	Senior	Hurling	Champions	1992,	2002,	2016
•		 Munster	Champions	2016
•		 All	Ireland	Senior	Football	Champions	1998
•		 Harty	Cup	Champions	1959
•		 Munster	Senior	Football	Champions	1997,	1998,	2005,	

2007, 2008, 2011
•	 Munster	Senior	Hurling	Champions	1992,	2002
•	 Munster	Under	16	½	Hurling	1955,	1986,	1995
•	 Munster	Under	15	Hurling	1986,1990,	1998,	2013
•	 Munster	Under	15	Football	1986,	1992,	1999,	2002, 

2013, 2015
•	 Rice	Cup	1991
•	 Rice	Cup	B	2001,	2003,	2005,	2013
•	 Tipperary	Senior	Football	Champions	1990,	1991,1993,	

1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009.
•	 Tipperary	Under-14	Football	Champions	1984,	1991,	1992,	

1998, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2006, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2014

At present we are Tipperary Under 14 Football champions, Rice 
Cup B Hurling Champions and Munster Under 15 Hurling and 
Football B Champions. 

In rugby we have won the: 
•		 East	Munster	Senior	Cup	in	2004,	2005,	2007		 	
•	 O’Brien	Cup	2006,	2012,	2013
•	 East	Munster	Under	14	Cup	2007,	2009,	2010

Abbey students have won numerous trophies and medals in 
Athletics, Hunter Trials, Swimming, Tennis and Pitch and Putt.

New PE Hall opening October 2018

Senior Rugby O’Brien Cup Winners 2019
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Sports Star of the Year
This trophy is presented at the end of Sports Day to the senior 
student who has contributed most to sport in the school through 
positive attitude and application along with participation. 

Recent winners include: Niall Heffernan (2018), Shane Neville 
(2017), Shane Power (2016), Eoin McNamara (2015), Ted Lowry 
(2014) and Cormac O’Donoghue (Lattin) (2013).

Staffroom
This is a room specially for the teachers and students do not 
normally enter it. You may knock on the door if you are trying to 
locate a particular teacher. 

Student Council
Members of the Student Council meet at least once every month 
with a liaison teacher to discuss issues of concern to students. 
The Principal and Deputy-Principal sometimes attend these 
meetings. Each class group elects a representative to the Council 
– it has 14 members in total.

Subjects
In First Year you study Irish, English, Maths, History, Geography, 
Science, C.S.P.E (Civics, Social and Political Education) as 
examination subjects. PE (Physical Education), Religion, SPHE 
(Social, Personal and Health Education) and Wellbeing are also 
subjects on the timetable. You will do all of these subjefcts for 
at least three years until you sit the Junior Certificate/Junior 
Cycle. You will also study French, German, Technology, Materials 
Technology (Wood), Technical Graphics, Business Studies, PE 
(Physical Education), Art and Music. 

All First Years get to try these subjects before Christmas and then 
make their choices for the remainder of the year. In the main, 
sutdents study eleven subjects for the Junior Certificate/Junior 
Cycle. Students with specific learning difficulites may be excused 
from some of these subjects. 

You will study seven subjects for the Leaving Certificate. This is a 
two year course which you do in Fifth and Sixth Year. All students 
do Irish, English, Maths and four other subjects chosen from the 
following:- History, Geography, French, German, Accounting, 
Business, Design & Communications, Physics, Chemistry, Ag. 
Science, Biology, Art and Music.

Sports Star of the Year 2019 Jonathan Ryan

County PPS U17 Corn Ui Laoghaire Cup being presented by  
Tom Maher  to Captain Adam Dunne
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Suspension
The Principal has the authority to suspend a student from 
attending school for up to 10 days. The reasons could be 
because of a single incident such as fighting, threats of violence, 
seriously bringing the school into disrepute in the community by 
shoplifting for example, or using obscene and vulgar language.

Suspension can also be used when, despite repeated warnings, 
consultation with parents and other sanctions, a student 
continues to misbehave i.e. leaving the school without 
permission, regularly refusing to do homework, not turning up 
for detention or disrupting the learning of other students.

Swimming
All Second Year students do a ten week Swimming Course in the 
Seán Treacy Pool during P.E. classes.

 Teachers
T

The Abbey has 31 teachers. Unlike primary school 
teachers who teach all subjects, secondary school teachers deal 
with one or two subjects only. So we have Woodwork teachers, 
P.E. teachers, French teachers etc. More than half the male staff 
in the Abbey are past-pupils and there is an excellent relationship 

Summer Tournament Winners

Sports Awards Winners May 2019

Senior Hurling
Guest Speakers at the Wellbeing in the GAA talk
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American Football on Sportsday Relays on Sportsday

Football on Sportsday

Hand of God

Tug o War on Sportsday

Students playing Pool on Sportsday

Hang Tough Challenge on Sportsday Relays on Sportsday

Soccer on Sportsday
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between the teachers and the students. We are fortunate to have 
a committed, professional and caring group of teachers.

Tests
First Year students have Tests in each subject at Christmas and 
Summer. Second, Third and Fifth Years have Tests at Halloween, 
Christmas, Easter and Summer. Sixth Years have a test each 
month culminating in the Pre-Exams in March. 

Text Messages
We use text messaging to contact any parent whose son has not 
registered in the morning. We also use the system to give notice 
of Parent-Teacher Meetings, Parent-Council Meetings, school 
events etc.

Timetable
The Timetable is a list of the classes you have and the times 
they are on each day. For example, every Monday 8:50am you 
may have English, at 9:30am Woodwork, at 10:10 Maths, at 
11:00am French and so on. Some subjects like P.E. will have a 
double class – i.e every Tuesday at 9:30am and 10:10am. You 
get a new Timetable at the start of every year. Keeping a copy 
of your Timetable in your locker is a convenient way of knowing 

what books you will need during 
the day and which ones you will 
need to bring home.

Toilets
There are two sets of toilets, the 
junior toilets are at the entrance 
to the Social and Pastoral Area 
and the senior toilets are at the 
other end. 

Transition Year
After the Junior Cert, students have the option of doing Transition 
Year, going directly into Fifth Year or doing Leaving Cert. Applied. 
While Transition Year is optional, 90% of Abbey students take 
up the Transition Year option. School policy very much favours 
students doing Transition Year.

Boys who do Transition Year are more mature and self-confident 
when they come to do the Leaving Cert and they are better able 
to cope with leaving home when they are at least 18 years old. 
Government surveys have found that Transition Year students get 
higher results in the Leaving. Most of our top points scorers in 
recent years did Transition Year.

Transition Year students get a chance to experience all Leaving 
Cert subjects so that they make an informed choice of subjects 
going into Fifth Year. They also do Driving Lessons and the TY 
Musical with St. Anne’s is always a major highlight. Students also 
do Microsoft Office Systems, First Aid, SOAR Wellbeing Workshop, 
week-long trip to Cappanalea and much more. They organize 
tournaments and run the annual Sports Day. TY Students also do 
four full weeks of work experience.

Student Council 2018

New School Canteen Fionnáin Ryan  
Geography Teacher
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Tutor
Each class is assigned a Tutor who is a member of the teaching 
staff. The Tutor meets the class once a week for 20 mins to offer 
pastoral care, answer questions, distribute material, monitor 
uniform and the student diaries.

 Uniform
U

The school uniform consists of Grey Trousers, White 
Shirt, Black V-neck Pullover with a green stripe at the neck, 
Green Tie with a black stripe and Black Leather Shoes.

The Uniform is available from 
Mr. N. O’Dea, 31 Main Street, Tipperary 062-51263 
Julie’s Children’s Wear 062-51233

     Wheelchair AccessW 
The Abbey School is accessible for students or 

visitors using wheelchairs. There is a new entrance at the back of 
the school with an automated door along with a new bathroom 
unit fitted since last year.

Whole School Evaluation 2017
Main Findings of the Whole School 
Evaluation 2017:

Senior management strategically manages curriculum planning, 
constantly reviewing provision in the best interest of the students. 

As a result of good support for teachers’ continuing professional 
development (CPD), there is positive incorporation, at individual 
classroom level, of innovative approaches to teaching and 
learning. 

In addition to the very good support and guidance provided 
by all staff to all students, a student support team is proving 
valuable in meeting the needs of students identified as requiring 
specific supports and interventions. 

At the WW1 Memorial Plaque unveiling:
Elaine Fitzpatrick, Graphic Designer; Andrew Forrest (Principal 

High School, Rathgar) WWI Memorial, 
Dr. Denis G. Marnane, Historian; Mr. John Kiely (Principal). 

At the Abbey School WW1 commemoration: 
John Kiely, Principal; Igor Mikula, 1st year student who laid a 

wreath; Andrew Forrest, Principal, High School Rathgar.

WW1 Abbey Memorial
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Senior management, with the support and assistance of the 
board of management, very effectively manages the school, 
teaching staff and students; leadership of teaching and learning 
is an area for development. 

An extremely positive learning atmosphere pertains throughout 
the school, and in the majority of lessons, the quality of teaching 
ranged from very good to good; the further development of 
formative assessment would be beneficial. 

The school has engaged with school self-evaluation (SSE), with 
work being undertaken in the areas of literacy and numeracy, but 
there is scope for development in implementing SSE processes.

Work Experience
Students in Transition Year do four weeks work experience 
in the community. LCA students have work experience every 
Wednesday. This work experience will give a valuable insight into 
a career a student may be thinking of taking up in the future.  

 Year Head
Y

Each Year has a Year Head who is in overall charge 
of discipline for that group. A student who is continuously 

Pat Quirke and James Ryan
Members of the P.E. Department: 

Michael Hanley, Kieran Hickey, Sean Mullins.

Construction studies class with Mr. Halligan
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disruptive or uncooperative will be referred by a teacher to the 
Year Head. He /She may then impose a punishment such as 
detention or extra written work or parents may be sent for. 

BT Young Scientist 2017
Congratulation to Abbey student Tadhg Carew and Jack Quirke 
on representing the Abbey at the BT Young Scientist Exhibition 
in January 2018. 

Their project titled ‘Effects of Non-Selection for Physical Activities 
on Adolescents’ Mental Wellbeing’ got a highly commended 
award at the exhibition. The aim of their project was to investigate 
whether or not being cut from a sports team or being chosen last 
in schoolyard or PE activities have the same effect on both male 
and female adolescents.

BTYSTE Award winners pictured with Science teacher Marian 
Keating and Principal John Kiely

Chemistry Lab

Our Science Department Teachers:
Mr. John O’Dwyer, Ms. Marian Keating, Ms. Marilyn O’Connell, Ms. Eavan Ryan, Mr. Michael O’Dwyer

Third Year students with Mary Frawley
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First Years 1A1 - 2019

First Years 1A3 - 2019

First Years 1A2 - 2019
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First Year Soccer Team

Abbey Students in their protest for Climate Change on May 23rd last

Wheelchair BasketballHealthy Heart Week
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Sumo Wrestling Sumo Wrestling

The Falcons celebrate winning Sports Day Table Tennis

Tug of WarTyre Race

Hang Tough Challenge on Sportsday Sportsday in the Abbey

Sportsday 2018
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